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Anna	Rose	is	the	author	of	The	Star	That	Always	Stays,	The	
Luminous	Life	of	Lucy	Landry,	and	The	Blossoming	Summer,	set	in	
WWII,	which	releases	in	July	2025!	A	member	of	the	Sault	Ste.	Marie	
Tribe	of	Chippewa	Indians,	Anna	Rose	says	that	her	novels	are	
inspired	by	the	beautiful,	whimsical,	and	family-oriented	fiction	of	
such	authors	as	L.	M.	Montgomery,	Noel	Streatfeild,	Jeanne	Birdsall,	
Beverly	Cleary,	Elizabeth	Enright	–	and	of	course	Maud	Hart	
Lovelace.	She’s	a	busy	lady,	and	BTS	Executive	Director	Jennifer	
Davis-Kay	was	thrilled	to	get	a	chance	to	catch	up	with	her.	

Can you say a bit more about how Maud 
and/or Betsy inspired you as a writer?  

It	was	an	absolute	delight	to	be	able	to	
acknowledge	the	authors	who	have	inspired	
my	writing	over	the	years!	Maud	Hart	
Lovelace	was	one	of	my	biggest	influences	
on The	Star	That	Always	Stays	–	I	wanted	it	to	
have	the	feel	of	the	Betsy-Tacy	high	school	
books,	with	all	the	fun	of	school	and	dances	
and	new	friends,	and	it	has	made	me	so	happy	
to	hear	from	BT	fans	who	have	enjoyed	the	
similarities.	I	think	that	Betsy	herself	was	also	
an	inspiration	to	me	when	I	was	younger,	
because	I	loved	the	focus	on	her	writing	in	
Downtown. 	
I got SUCH an Anne Shirley vibe from the 
heroine of your second book. Was Anne in 
your mind as you created Lucy?  

I	am	so	glad	you	got	Anne	vibes	from	Lucy!!	I	
definitely	see	the	parallels,	and	I	was	thinking	
of	Anne	to	some	extent	while	I	was	crafting	
Lucy’s	story.	But	more	than	anything,	I	was	
trying	to	create	a	very	imaginative	girl	who	
would	have	a	difficult	time	fitting	in	with	her	
new	surroundings	–	which	is	a	compelling	
type	of	story.	I	think	it’s	one	reason	AOGG	
resonates	with	us	so	much!	
Both Norvia and Lucy have “challenging” 
family relationships – which is very different 
from Betsy Ray. What was your impetus to 
write about imperfect families?  

Norvia	was	inspired	by	my	great-
grandmother.	Since	it’s	her	real-life	family	
situation	in	TSTAS,	I	didn’t	consider	until	

later	how	it	was	different	from	other	classic	
book	characters’	lives.	While	Norvia	and	Lucy	
face	challenges	with	their	families	that	Betsy	
did	not	face,	I	wanted	the	general	tone	to	be	
similar	and	to	show	that	even	though	these	
families	are	going	through	some	difficult	
things,	they’re	still	able	to	support	and	care	
about	each	other,	like	the	Ray	family.	
Lately I feel like I’m seeing more YA books 
featuring Indigenous characters than I have in 
the past few decades! Is that an accurate 
assessment – and if so, why do you think that 
is? Or am I just paying more attention?  

I	definitely	think	that	books	featuring	
Indigenous	characters	are	becoming	more	
widespread,	and	it’s	wonderful	to	see.	I	think	
there	are	a	number	of	factors,	but	one	is	that	
an	Indigenous	imprint	of	children’s	books	at	
HarperCollins	opened	a	few	years	ago,	and	
that	has	increased	the	number	of	Native-
centered	kids’	books.	Cynthia	Leitich	Smith,	
the	imprint’s	curator,	has	done	a	ton	to	help	
Native	kids’	books	come	to	the	forefront.	
Does your third book also feature an 
Indigenous character?  

Yes,	Summer also	features	an	Ojibwe	heroine!	
It’s	important	to	me	to	feature	Indigenous	
characters	not	only	because	I	love	including	
elements	of	my	heritage	in	my	novels,	but	
also	because	it’s	an	opportunity	to	bring	
something	a	little	different	to	a	classic-style	
girls’	book.	In	particular,	I	loved	being	able	to	
write	books	about	Ojibwe	characters	in	the	
1910s	because	there’s	a	bit	of	a	gap	in	that	



time	period	in	children’s	literature.	I	feel	like	
there	are	a	lot	of	books	about	Native	
Americans	that	cover	earlier	time	periods,	like	
the	1700s–1800s,	and	also	a	lot	of	
contemporary	stories,	and	I	think	it’s	
important	to	have	books	about	Native	people	
set	in	the	early	20th	century	as	well.	
What is your writing routine?  

My	individual	writing	routine	differs	from	day	
to	day,	but	generally	I	draft	a	book	over	the	
course	of	about	three	months,	writing	500	to	
1,000	words	a	day,	and	then	I	set	it	aside	for	a	
few	months.	While	that	book	is	“sitting,”	I	
start	revising	a	previous	project	and	edit	that	
for	a	while.	I	love	the	variety	my	schedule	
brings!	
Three books so far, wow! I suspect that many 
of our readers dream of being published. What 
was the biggest thrill for you: typing the words 
“The End,” securing an agent and/or 
publisher, seeing the final book in print, or 
seeing the book on a shelf? Or are they tied for 
most thrilling?!  

Thank	you!	All	of	those	are	incredibly	exciting	
moments,	but	I	think	more	than	anything	I	
was	absolutely	stunned	to	receive	the	offer	of	
publication	for TSTAS. It	was	a	moment	I	had	
dreamed	about	for	a	long	time	throughout	a	
journey	of	pitching	and	rejections,	and	I	was	
so	grateful	and	thrilled!	My	first	launch	party	
is	also	something	I’ll	always	remember.	My	

own	copies	of	the	book	were	supposed	to	
come	prior	to	the	release	but	they	didn’t	
arrive,	so	I	didn’t	see	the	finished	book	until	
release	day.	It	was	such	a	joy	to	finally	see	it!	
What advice do you have for young writers?  

My	best	advice	for	young	writers	is	to	be	
willing	to	seek	and	implement	feedback	from	
others.	When	I	was	younger,	I	really	did	not	
like	having	my	writing	critiqued	and	didn’t	
always	take	feedback	seriously.	But	gradually	
I	came	to	understand	how	important	it	is	to	
be	open	to	other	people’s	ideas,	because	it	can	
help	your	stories	so	much.

	

ANNA	ROSE	says	that	her	goal	is	to	write	stories	that	remind	readers	of	treasured	childhood	favorites.	Follow	her	at	
https://annarosejohnson.com/	or	instagram.com/annarosewriter/.	

 


