







































































Chapter 5.

1.
2.

What is a jabot (page 49)?
How does Betsy rationalize Joe’s friendship/romance/ similarities with Phyllis?

Chapter 6.

1.

Betsy has trouble saying goodbye to Julia as she leaves for the University. Have you ever had to
bid someone goodbye and find yourself unable to express your real feelings to that person?

Can you tell us about it?

Describe Miss Cobb. What are your reactions to her?

. Explain what Betsy means when she says that “new things are easier to do than familiar things

when there’s going to be a change” (page 64).

. Describe how Julia feels when she is leaving home.

Chapter 7.

1.

2.
3.

4.

5.

Dave Hunt is a new character who promises to be important in this book. Describe him.

How does he appear to communicate with the other students?

What does it mean to be “mad as a wet hen” (page 73)?

We find out more about Miss Cobb in this chapter. What details can you add to your description
of her in the last chapter?

What is “the continuity of life” (page 78)? Can you share some things that give your life
continuity?

Does Julia’s homesickness surprise you? Explain.

Chapter 8.

1.
2.
3.

What do you know about sororities?
Explain Mr. Ray’s reaction to Julia’s sorority information.
Discuss “barbs.”

Chapter 9.

1.
2.

What do you think of the girls’ plans for Okto Delta?
Finish Betsy’s statement (page 96) that “Miss Bangeter... might not ...”
What is Betsy afraid of?

Chapter 10.

1.
2.
3.

4.

How does Okto Delta immediately get Betsy into trouble?

Do you think Miss Erickson’s punishment was fair and appropriate? Explain your answer.
Have you ever been in trouble at school the way Betsy is in this chapter?

Can you share the experience with the class?

Discuss Mr. and Mrs. Ray’s reactions to the note “event.”

Chapter 11.

1.
2.

What impact does Okto Delta have on Deep Valley High?
Explain Betsy’s feelings of depression (page 128).

Chapter 12.

1.

How is Okto Delta affecting Betsy’s life?



Chapter 13.

1. What explanation does Maud Hart Lovelace give for life’s speeding up in the winter season?
Do you agree? Why?

Why should Dave Hunt’s note have been “illuminated on parchment”? What does this mean?
Have you ever had a “hair accident” like Betsy’s? Can you share it with the class?

What is “skylarking” (page 151)?

Why do you think Betsy’s thoughts keep returning to Joe?
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Chapter 14.

1. What is a “combing jacket” (page 157)?

2. Do you always know what your Christmas (or other holiday) gifts will be ahead of time?

Do you like it that way? Explain.

3. When Julia says (page 161), “We ought to do a lot of thinking about what we want to fill [our
lives] with,” what is her message? It is sort of “taking stock,” isn’t it? Do you do any of this?
Would you share your thoughts?

4. Try to find a recording of “The Toreador Song” (from the opera Carmen by Georges Bizet) to
play for the class. How would you feel if someone sang the song over and over in your family
gatherings over a vacation? Is Mr. Ray overreacting?

5. What do you think is the first real “crack” in the structure of Okto Delta?

What will its effect be?

Chapter 15.

1. What are the “pros” and “cons” of Dave Hunt?

2. What does “O tempore! O mores!” mean? What about Tib’s addition, “O Himmel”?
3. What effect does Okto Delta have on Tony? Why?

Chapter 16.

1. What further characteristics of Margaret can you find or infer in this chapter?

2. When do you begin to feel uneasy about Margaret’s party for the animals?

3. Find out about older gas stoves and their pilot lights and how one could “explode.”

Chapter 17.
1. What is meant by “a bolt from the blue”?
2. Notice how Betsy (and Mrs. Ray) do not question Mr. Ray’s decision about Julia and college.
3. Why are the Okto Deltas not named to head up any of the committees for the junior-senior
banquet? How do the Okto Deltas react?
4. The committee selection is a bolt from the blue, but what is the real one?
Did you see it coming? Did Betsy?

Chapter 18.

1. How are the Rays surprised at dinner?

2. What is Julia’s “bolt from the blue”? What makes it even worse for her?

3. How does going to church help Julia?

4. Why is the second “bolt from the blue” in this chapter kept a secret from Julia?



Chapter 19.

1.
2.
3.
4.

What is a “hair shirt” (page 215)?

What is the final “bolt” and how could it happen?

What is the purpose of having a hot water bottle in your bed?

How does Julia’s decision show you the true importance of sororities in her life?

Chapter 20.

1.
2.
3.

4.
3.

How does Julia’s decision have repercussions in Betsy’s life?

Betsy has serious thoughts about friendship. What are some of these? Do you agree with her?
What are some of the girls’ new thoughts about Okto Delta and the boys?

What causes these thoughts?

What is the final “straw” that breaks up Okto Delta?

What does “Sic transit Gloria” mean? How does it apply in this case?

Chapter 21.

1.
2.

3.

4.

What is “folly”? What does it particularly mean in this context?

How do the girls propose to deal with the consequences of their folly?

Do you think it will work?

What sort of grade do you think the girls will receive for their herbariums?
If you were their teacher, what grade would you give them?

Compare and contrast Tib’s attitude with Betsy’s and Tacy’s.

Chapter 22.

1.
2.

What are some of the positive effects of the breaking up of the Okto and Omega Deltas?
How does Joe surprise Betsy? How does Phyllis react?
Take note of the gossip!

Chapter 23.

1.

Describe the Philomathian “revenge” for the blue Zetamathian pennant on the opening day of
school.

Chapter 24.

1.
2.
3.

4.

How is Cab forced to grow up quickly?

How does Mr. Edward’s death affect Betsy?

Leonard is growing sicker with tuberculosis. See what you can find out about this disease,
which had also killed his mother and two siblings.

Describe the feeling you get at the end of this book.

GENERAL QUESTIONS ABOUT THIS BOOK:

*  What feelings about the next book do you get from the last chapter in this one?

* How do you see Betsy grow up in this book?

* Do you know anyone who belongs to a sorority? See what that person thinks about what
happened to Julia. Has Julia’s experience influenced your own ideas about sororities?
How?

* Share with the class a “growing up” experience that you have had.

*  What do you think lies ahead for Betsy and her friends?



WRITING ACTIVITIES:

* Choose an idea or situation from this book and write a poem about it -- your reactions,
feelings, alternate ways to handle a situation, etc.

DRAMA:

* With a group of no more than four people, choose an incident from this book to dramatize.
Limit your presentation to no more than seven minutes.
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“The letter . . . had come from North Dakota. She
knew that Joe was working his way north with the harvest.
But harvest . . . hadn’t even reached Minnesota. Joe’s letter
was typewritten, and . . . he plunged immediately into a
surprising piece of news. Joe Willard had written to her. He
wanted to correspond. And what wonderful news he had to
tell!”

And with that letter, Betsy’s senior year in high
school appears full of promise, for it looks as if she and Joe
will finally be a couple. Add Tony Markham to the mix,
however, and the situation may not be entirely as she expects
it to be. In this eighth volume of the series, Betsy finds that
life may be sweet, life may be painful, but life can never be
predictable!

Chapter 1.
1. What are Maud Hart Lovelace’s purposes in Chapter 1?

FHE TIMELESS CLASSIH
WITH A FOREWORD BY MEG CAROY

Betsy Was a Junior
AND

Betsy and Joe

2. Have you ever received a letter that promised to change the course of your life?

Can you share it with the class?

Chapter 2.

1. Why are letters so special? Why are Julia’s letters so special for the Rays?

2. What details of Joe’s life does Betsy learn from his letters?
3. Note the care she takes with her letters to him.

How does this compare with what we call “writing process”?

4. Why does Joe want to keep his Tribune stories secret?
5. What is Tony doing that worries the Ray family?

6. Betsy’s stories do not sell to the magazines. Tony makes an observation about them (page 22)

that may help explain why. What is it? Do you agree with him?

7. How does Tony’s getting “sweet” on Betsy make you feel?
Do you agree with Mrs. Ray’s thoughts? Why?

Chapter 3.

1. Why does everything in the Hill Street neighborhood seem different (and smaller) to Betsy?

2. Reread the last sentence in this chapter. What does it mean?

Chapter 4.

How does the Rev. Mr. Lewis’s visit affect the Rays?

Describe Leonard. Do we learn anything new about him in this chapter?
Do you like “things to go on as they had gone before” (page 44)? Why or why not?
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How would you feel if your family reacted to one of your beaux the way the Rays react to Joe?
Why do you think Joe changes the subject so abruptly (page 51)?
What feeling do you get at the end of this chapter? Predict what you think is going to happen.



Chapter 5.

What is “prinking” (page 54)?

What does “behoove” mean (page 56)?

Why is Betsy being so nonchalant about Joe’s visit to her house?

What is “pulchritude” (page 59)?

Describe Ralph Maddox.

Why do you think Betsy is so struck by the words from I Corinthians: “I put away childish
things™?
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Chapter 6.

See what you can find out about the card game of “500.”

Why do people make such a fuss over Carney’s leaving?

What brings Joe and Mr. Ray together at Sunday Night Lunch after a rather “guarded” start?
Describe Julia’s problem with her trunk. Why is it such a problem?

How does Tib help the Zetamathian cause?

How does Tony challenge the senior class? How do you think Joe feels at the reaction to his
nomination?
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Chapter 7.

1. Find the poem by Alfred Lord Tennyson from which this chapter takes its title. Share those few
lines with the class. What does it seem to portend?

What do “my sweet Coz” and “dearest Chuck” mean (page 79)?

What “pattern” is broken this fall? How does Betsy interpret this?

How does Julia’s trunk misfortune turn into a stroke of good luck for her?

How does Tony put Betsy in a difficult situation? Explain her reasoning when she accepts his
invitation. What is she afraid of?

Why can’t Betsy accept Joe’s “blanket invitation”?

7. Explain the last line of the chapter.
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Chapter 8.
1. What does Stewie mean with his remark about Ralph’s nose? Why does it surprise Betsy?
2. What is Maddox’s problem?

Chapter 9.

1. Have you ever “crashed” a party the way Betsy, Tib, Joe and Dennie do? What happened?
2. Why does Mrs. Ray “cough from the top of the stairs” (page 108)?

3. Can you predict what the boys (and Winona) are up to?

4. What do you think of the skit that makes fun of Ralph?

Chapter 10.

1. How do you think the St. John game will turn out? Why?

2. “Richard is himself again” is a quote from Shakespeare.
What is the source of Tib’s quote, “An eye for an eye”?

3. See if you can find out how to “cakewalk” (page 126).

4. What do you think made Maddox change?



Chapter 11.
1. See if you can find the origin of Tom’s newest slang expression, “Curses, Jack Dalton.”
2. How can Betsy and Joe “fleet the time carelessly, as they did in the golden world”? Explain this.

Chapter 12.

How does Joe perceive Mr. Ray’s character and philosophy?

How does Mr. Ray “get in the way” sometimes?

What do you think would be the right way for Betsy to handle Tony and the holiday dance?
How do the couples in the Crowd end up paired off for the dance? What does Joe tell Betsy?
Describe the ironies in the Christmas gifts that Joe and Betsy exchange with each other.
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Chapter 13.

1. What keeps Betsy going on Christmas Eve? On Christmas Day?
2. What do you think the “mystery present” will be?

3. What is an opera cape?

Chapter 14.

1. Have you ever participated in a “progressive dinner”? Can you share your experience with the
class? What are the pros and cons of such a party?

2. What is a “hoo-doo” (page 167)? Why does Betsy think this of her new opera cape?

3. Can you think of a way for Joe and Betsy to make up their quarrel?

Chapter 15.

1. What does Betsy think she has to do to grow up?

2. What are some of the effects that are caused by her trying to grow up?
3. What do you think the last sentence means in this chapter?

Chapter 16.

1. Describe Mr. Kerr.

2. Why do you think Mr. Ray admires Mr. Kerr so much?

3. Why is Betsy so dumbfounded at the results of the Sunday Night Lunch with Mr. Kerr in
attendance? How does she think Tacy will react? How do you think Tacy will react?

4. What does Tacy’s response make you think?

Chapter 17.

1. Describe Mr. Maxwell.

2. Why do you think Joe is growing “stiffer and stiffer” in the classroom?

3. Tacy receives “dozens of long-stemmed yellow roses” from Mr. Kerr. See if you can find the
significance or meaning of yellow roses.

Chapter 18.

1. What does Margaret do in the coat closet?

2. What do you think is wrong with Betsy?

3. What is an “oration”?

4. How does the Betsy-Tony quarrel happen? Why? What is the result of their disagreement?



Chapter 19.

1.

2.
3.
4.

Describe the inhabitants of the Beidwinkle farm. Does it sound like a place you would like to
visit? Why?

What does “voraciously” (page 221) mean?

How do the farm and the organ help Betsy?

How do you feel at the end of this chapter?

Chapter 20.

1.

AN

What literary device does Maud Hart Lovelace use when she writes (page 229), “The east was a
river of crimson”?

What is finally the “ice breaker” between Betsy and Joe?

See what you can find out about Rocinante and Don Quixote.

Why do you think Joe opens up to Betsy in the buggy?

What does Joe want Betsy to say when he asks her (page 238) what she likes?

What is a “stereopticon” (page 239)?

Chapter 21.

1.

Where do you think Tony has gone? Will he return?

Chapter 22.

1.
2.
3.
4.

How does Betsy’s senior year seem to be ending?
What are the “bounding billows” (page 258)?
Name two ways Julia surprises the Rays.

What do we learn about Tony?

Chapter 23.

1.
2.

3.

See if you can find out what a Psyche knot is.

Have you ever experienced a sense of “momentousness” at any point in your life? Can you
share it?

What does the word “commencement” mean? Why is it used in connection with graduation, the
end of the high school (or college) years?

. Compare and contrast Betsy’s and Joe’s Plans for their lives. Do you think they will carry

though with them?

GENERAL QUESTIONS ABOUT THIS BOOK:

* How did the events in this book compare with what you expected from the title?

* How could Betsy have avoided some of the difficulties she encountered with Joe?
With Tony?

* How did the book’s ending make you feel?

*  What was your favorite part of this book?

* (Can you predict what might happen next?



WRITING ACTIVITIES:

* Choose a character (other than Betsy, Joe, Tib and Tacy) and write a paper telling one of the
events in the book from that character’s point of view.

*  Write a paragraph predicting what the next book might be about. Include the reasons for
your prediction.

*  Write a short speech you might give at a memorial service for Leonard.

DRAMA ACTIVITIES:

*  Write a short scene, either from the book or one you make up using familiar characters, and
perform it for the class. Your group may have up to four people, and your scene might be a
“better way” for the characters to handle a situation.

* With a group, prepare and perform a choral reading of the poem by Tennyson (the poem has
no title, but the first line begins, “In love, if love be love;” or you can also hunt for the line
quoted by Maud Hart Lovelace, “the rift within the lute”).

©2016 Betsy-Tacy Society
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Betsy and the Great World
“’Down to Gehenna or up to the Throne’ . . . her teeth gl

were almost chattering. Not from cold . . . She shivered Betsy’s Wedding )
because she was shaky inside, fearful and bewildered.” It is
January, 1914, and Betsy finds herself embarking on an
adventure similar to those she and Tacy used to imagine. But
it is also quite different.

In previous books, Betsy discovered that “the best
laid plans” often go astray. This volume, number eight in the
series, again proves that to be the case, in more ways than
one. Betsy is indeed seeing the “Great World,” but the
circumstances are not at all what she had imagined and the
journey, like her life to this point, is full of surprising twists
and turns and leads to some momentous decisions about her
future.

>— ‘\j
MAUD HART LOVELACE

Chapter 1.
1. Chapter One is very confusing. Make a list of all the things about which you have questions.
2. Why do you think Maud Hart Lovelace chooses to begin this book in this fashion?

Chapter 2.

1. What literary device is used in this chapter?

2. Make a list of the things that befell Betsy since she graduated from high school in the previous
volume.

What has become of Joe Willard?

What has happened to Tacy? Are you surprised?

What are Tib and Carney doing now?

See what you can find out about Paragot, the quixotic hero of Beloved Vagabond, by William J.
Locke.

What has happened with Julia?
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Chapter 3.

1. Describe Mrs. Sims and Mrs. Cheney.

2. Why are the ladies “amused” and “startled” when they are talking with Betsy? What makes
them think that she is “charming” and “naive”?

3. Describe Mr. O’Farrell. What effect does he have on Betsy? Why do you think this is? What
does Betsy mean when she calls him “cosmopolitan”?

4. See if you can find a copy of “The Song of Hiawatha” by Henry Wadsworth Longfellow to share
(parts of) with the class. What is it about?

5. What is it that Betsy is “haply” forgetting?

6. What does Mr. O’Farrell mean when he says, “You leave your family behind when you start out
to travel” (page 39)?

7. How does Betsy come to meet Maida? What are some of the things they have in common?

What are some of their differences?



Chapter 4.

1.

N

See what you can find out about the Azores.

2. What are panniers (page 54)?
3.
4. Notice Maud Hart Lovelace’s use of sentence fragments when she describes the public garden

Describe the capote e capelo. Why is Betsy so delighted to see it?

(page 56). What effect does this have on the reader?
What are the pros and cons of Maida’s invitation?

6. Do you agree with Betsy’s decision about Madeira? Why?

Chapter 5.

1. How is Maida feeling when she leaves the ship at Madeira? Is she right about Mr. Chandler?
2. What reminds Betsy of Joe? How does she deal with this?

3. What is a toboggan? How do ours today differ from the one Betsy rides in Madeira?
4. What does Betsy discover about Mr. Chandler?

5. What is happening between Betsy and Mr. O’Farrell?

6. What is “women’s suffrage” (page 73)?

7. What is the worst part of the flood in Betsy’s stateroom (in her eyes)?

Chapter 6.

1. Describe some of Betsy’s fantasies. How/why does Mr. Chandler annoy her?

2. What do you know (or what can you find out) about the Rock of Gibraltar?

3. What were the Twelve Labors of Hercules?

4. What are “fussers” (page 89)?

5. How does Mr. Chandler shock Betsy?

Chapter 7.

1. See what you can find out about Carrie Nation.

2. Compare and contrast the two impressions Betsy gets of Algiers.

3. What is the “Kasbah” (page 100)? Would you like to visit it? Why or why not?

4. What are “infidels” (page 101)?

5. What are some of the things Betsy learned from Mr. O’Farrell?

Chapter 8.

1. How can you account for the wide swing of Betsy’s mood -- from depressed and homesick to

2.
3.

happy and eager to see more of the Great World?

Do you think Betsy is naive? Why or why not?

Betsy is being quite rude to Mr. Brown. Why is she behaving so? How do you feel about this?
What changes her behavior?

Chapter 9.

1.
2.
3.

4.

What is a “pension” (page 123)?

What is Miss Surprise’s surprise for Betsy? How would you react if this happened to you?
Most of this chapter describes things that happened before the chapter began. What do we call
this literary device?

Describe the dining room at the Pension Geiger. Would you feel welcome there? Explain
Betsy’s reaction.

. How does Hanni help?



Chapter 10.

1. What are the two mysteries Betsy encounters in the Pension Geiger?
2. What do you think lies at the root of Betsy’s feeling so homesick?

3. What finally breaks the ice at meals for Betsy?

4. How dos Munich “change” with Tilda’s presence?

Chapter 11.

1. What do you think is preventing Betsy from having a bath?

2. What do we learn about the “arrogant girl at the small table”? Are you surprised? Why do you
think Helena stiffens up at the mention of Tilda?

3. Describe Tilda’s reactions to Helena. Can you infer anything about Helena from Tilda’s
remarks?

4. Describe Betsy’s bath and the reactions to it from the various inhabitants of the pension
(including those of the German officers).

Chapter 12.
What is the difference between three making a “crowd” and three making a “Crowd”?
Why does Betsy not like Helena’s mother?
How does Helena finally explain her refusal to spend time with Tilda?
What does Betsy see behind Helena’s pride?
What is it that Betsy discovers about Helena’s father, the Baron? Does this help explain
Helena’s lack of money? Why do you think Helena and her family move soon after Betsy’s visit
(try to think of more than one reason for this)?
Betsy comes to love Munich; but what are some of the things about it that trouble her?
7. Look at the last sentence of this chapter. Do you think this is what will happen?

Why or why not?
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Chapter 13.

What great surprise begins this chapter? What “extra” will it allow Betsy to do?

What does Betsy discover about Helena’s romantic situation? What is the big problem?
Explain Helena’s family history.

Why can’t Hanni marry “her” soldier? What plans do Betsy and Hanni make?

Why is Betsy so overwhelmed by Helena’s parting gift?

How do you think Betsy helped Helena?
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Chapter 14.

1. Why is Krug’s Hotel such a (welcome) shock to Betsy?

2. Why do you think Betsy was “cool and unresponsive” to the other Americans she meets in
Sonneberg?

3. What does it mean (page 211) to “bony” something?

4. What impulse made Betsy buy the doll? At the end of the chapter, do you want to revise your
idea?

Chapter 15.

1. Can you find the meaning (translation) of the name of this town, Oberammergau?

2. What does it mean to say (page 224) that “every man [has] his price”?

3. Why do you think Anton Lang reacted as he did when he was chosen to play Christ in the play?
4. What does Ettal explain about Oberammergau?



5. Explain Betsy’s reaction to the American visitor to Oberammergau and Anton Lang’s shop.
6. Knowing what you know of world history, do you think Betsy is right about returning to
Germany in future?

Chapter 16.

1. What does “impecunious” mean (page 236)?

2. What things does Betsy learn at breakfast the first morning in Venice?

3. How is Betsy rescued from an uncomfortable situation?

4. How do you think the Englishman feels when he meets Betsy and Marco at San Giorgio
Maggiore?

Why does Betsy worry over being out with Marco all day? What makes it “improper”?
6. Why does Betsy pt her hair up on Magic Wavers?

N

Chapter 17.

1. What is your reaction to the opening paragraph of this chapter?

2. How do you think Betsy feels about Marco?

3. Do you like “Betta,” Marco’s nickname for Betsy?

4. See if you can find a recording of “Funiculi, Funicula” to play for the class.

Chapter 18.

What do you think is happening to Betsy?

Name at least two reasons Marco has his serious talk with Betsy.
Why is Betsy so panic-stricken when Marco talks of marriage?
What part does Joe Willard play in Betsy’s dilemma?

Are you happy with the decision Betsy makes? Why?

MBS

Chapter 19.
1. While suffering from homesickness in Switzerland, Betsy finally admits a truth about Joe to
herself. What is it, and how does she figure it out?
2. What do you know about the “murder of an Austrian archduke in . . . Sarajevo”?
Why do you think Maud Hart Lovelace mentions this event?
. Why does Betsy visit the statue of Henry [V?
4. Why is the chance meeting with Mrs. Main-Whittaker such a stroke of luck for Betsy and
Miss Wilson?
. What are some of the “shocking” things Betsy observes on the “bat” with Mrs. Main-Whittaker?
6. Describe the Agony Column from the London Times. Where/how does it get its name?
Do we have anything similar in our newspapers today?
7. How does Mrs. Main-Whittaker help Betsy with Joe?
What actions does she take as a result of this?
8. What very important “detail” does Betsy omit from her letter to Joe?

(98]
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Chapter 20.

1. Betsy stays at a boarding house in London run by Mrs. Heaton. Describe some of the other
boarders there.

2. What is going on with world events that worries Betsy and her new friends?

This is the second time on her trip that Betsy declares that war is unthinkable. Is it?

Why are so many Americans coming to England from the continent (Europe)?

How is the prospect of war affecting the people at Mrs. Heaton’s?

Why does Mrs. Heaton suggest that Betsy go home? Why is Betsy reluctant to do so?
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7. What are some of the signs which indicate that England will be entering the war?
8. Why does Mrs. Heaton believe that women will never be allowed to enlist in the armed services?
9. See if you can find a recording of “Rule, Britannia” to play for the class.

Chapter 21.
Do you think Betsy is giving her situation the serious consideration it demands?

1.
2.
3.
4.

5.

Why or why not?

Who is “Uncle Sam” (page 312)?

How is luck with Betsy in the American Express office?
Who does Mr. Brown turn out to be? Can you find any information about him and/or his

family?

Does the Agony Column live up to its name where Betsy is concerned? Why or why not?

GENERAL QUESTIONS ABOUT THIS BOOK

*  Why is the trip to Europe a good thing for Betsy?
*  What are some things you learned about history or other countries while reading this book?
* Have you visited any of the places Betsy visits in this book? What can you tell us about your

experiences?

* Does Betsy’s visit to any place in this book make you want to visit there someday?
* Even though Joe Willard appears only briefly in this book, how does Maud Hart Lovelace

keep him in our minds?

*  What do you think will happen in the next book?

WRITING ACTIVITIES:

* Choose one of the many topics listed below that are mentioned in Betsy and the Great
World. Do some research on your topic and then write a short paper (1-5 paragraphs; 1-2
pages) giving the important information you find.

Hans Holbein

Anthony van Dyck
Richard Wagner

Knight Errantry
Reformation

“Carmen”

“Barber of Seville”
Bayreuth
Oberammergau

Johann W. von Goethe
Black Death

Robert Browning

San Giorgio Maggiore
Doges’ Palace
Campanile

Tintoretto (Jacopo Comin)
Bridge of Sighs (Venice)
The Lily Maid of Astolat
Sarajevo

Albrecht Durer
Franz von Lenbach
King Ludwig II
Guilds

“Lohengrin”
“Madame Butterfly”
Nuremberg
Sonneberg

Passion Play

Lillian Russell

Ettal

Lord Byron

Shylock

St. Mark’s Cathedral, Venice
Andrea Palladio
Baroque

The Lido

John Ruskin
Archduke Ferdinand



Madame Defarge Venus de Milo

Victor Hugo Marie Antoinette

Empress Eugenie Alfred Noyes “Lilac Time”
Westminster Abbey Number 10 Downing Street
“Pygmalion” Mary Pickford

King George V and Queen Mary Carrier pigeons in ancient Italy against the Greeks
Earl Kitchener

* Choose one of the people Betsy meets and write a short story with that person as the main
character. Betsy may or may not be a part of the story.

DRAMA ACTIVITIES:

* With a group, act out one of the stories written under the “Writing Activities” above.
* Ina group or alone, give a dramatic reading of one of the poems mentioned in this book.
You may do the entire poem if it is short or a part of one of the longer poems.

©2016 Betsy-Tacy Society
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“Joe held her off at arm’s length. Under his blond Betoand ”’f;ﬁ"ml Werld
pompadour and tufted golden brows, his eyes were blazingly Betsy’s Wedding '}
bright. Blushing, Betsy rescued her hat, and Joe picked up
her umbrella. He took hold of her arm in a strong and
purposeful grasp. ‘Let’s get this Customs business out of the
way quick,” he said. ‘And then we’ll go to Tiffany’s and get
you a ring. And then -- ¢ he turned swiftly to look into her
face -- ‘when can we get married?’”

After spending almost a year in Europe to gather
background for her writing and to perk up her spirits after
quarreling with and drifting apart from Joe, Betsy is finally
reunited with her longtime on-again-off-again beau. This
time it looks as though it will be the real thing. Mr. and Mrs.
Ray are quite naturally upset with the request for a speedy
marriage, Joe’s job hunt proves to be much more

>— ‘\j
MAUD HART LOVELACE

discouraging than he had anticipated, and -- once wedding and job matters are settled -- married life
presents its own set of problems. And over all hangs the grim specter of the Great War. In the final
installment of this delightful series, Betsy and her friends and family continue to love and laugh as
before and, of course, leave us readers wanting more!

Chapter 1.

1.

What are Maud Hart Lovelace’s purposes in Chapter One?

Chapter 2.

1.
2.

3.
4.

What is “Joe’s plan”?

What is a “hurdy-gurdy” (page 17)? Can you find a copy or recording of “The Sidewalks of
New York” to share with the class?

Why is Joe so confident about finding a job in Minneapolis?

What are some of the reasons Joe gives for why he loves Betsy?

Chapter 3.

1.
2.

Nownhkw
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How do the Rays welcome Betsy home?

What does “Kismet” mean? Is it a good name for a cat?

Why or why not?

How does Tacy react to the doll? What do you think about her baby’s gender?
Why is the friendship between Margaret and Louisa ironic?

What do we learn about Tib in this chapter?

Why does Betsy worry about her engagement?

Describe the Rays’ reactions to the announcement of the engagement.
How would you have felt about this if you were in Betsy’s place?
What are Mr. Ray’s two biggest concerns?

How does Julia once again come to Betsy’s rescue?



Chapter 4.

e Ao

What is Joe’s reaction to Mr. Ray’s objections?

How does Betsy feel about Joe’s actions?

Describe the taxi driver. What kind of person do you think he is? What makes you think this?
Who is (was) Ty Cobb?

When Joe “topples Betsy’s French roll,” what is he really doing?

Who are the Belgians? Why is the Hawthorne Publicity Bureau raising money for them?
What were Joe and Mr. Ray doing in the study?

Describe the change in Mr. Ray at the end of the chapter.

Chapter 5.

AN

Why could Tacy not be a bridesmaid?

How does Cab surprise Betsy?

How does Anna keep the Rays out of her way?

How does Tib describe Betsy?

Does Betsy’s wedding sound like something you would like for your own? Why or why not?
Describe the “escape plot” that Joe and Betsy use to make their getaway from the wedding?
Why is it necessary?

Chapter 6.

1.

2.
3.

4.

What example of personification can you find in Betsy’s description of the weather at the
honeymoon cottage (page 72)? And again (page 75) describing the trees?

Note the metaphors that Maud Hart Lovelace uses (page 74) to describe the lake.

See if you can find the Alfred Noyes poems about the forty singing seamen, the highwayman,
and “Silk o’the Kine” to share.

What made the honeymoon so perfect for Joe and Betsy?

Chapter 7.

1.

2
3.
4

N

6.
7.

Who is Judy?

. Describe Louisa.

See what you can find out about Maxfield Parrish and the pictures the Kerrs gave the Willards.

. Note the verb Maud Hart Lovelace uses to describe the manner in which Louisa starts speaking

(page 86).

Who is Hetty Green (page 71)?

Why are Joe and Betsy so amused by the visit from Margaret and Louisa?
Were you surprised at Margaret’s news (page 95)?

Chapter 8.

1.
2.
3.
4.

See if you can find out what English monkey is (page 99).

What is Betsy’s biggest problem as a newlywed?

Why do Tib and her family not support the German Kaiser in the war?
Why does Joe want to leave his job?

Chapter 9.

1

2.
3.
4.

What are “tidies” (page 111)?

Describe Jimmy CIiff.

What is Joe’s big problem at work? How is it solved?

What is a newspaper’s “morgue” (page 115)? What do you know about a real morgue?
How are the two similar? Different?



5. Why do you think Joe has his “low moods”?

6. Who is Mrs. Vernon (Irene) Castle? Can you find any information about her and her husband?
7. Contrast Tib’s physical appearance with her abilities. Is this surprising? Why or why not?

8. What are Tacy’s and Betsy’s worries about Tib? What do they decide to do? Is it realistic?

Chapter 10.

1. Describe Mr. Bagshaw. Does he sound “right” for Tib?

2. Mr. Bagshaw wears a watch on his wrist. What is unusual about this?
Where did men usually wear their watches?

3. What is the irony in the way this chapter ends?

Chapter 11.

See if you can find a recording of “Pack Up Your Troubles” to share with the class.
What are some of the positive signs regarding the Tib-Rick romance?

Who is John Drew (Barrymore)?

Has Cab changed much? How or how not?

Do you agree with Jean’s assessment of Mr. Bagshaw?

Why or why not?

6. Do you think Tib will marry Mr. Bagshaw? Explain.

MBS

Chapter 12.

1. What are Betsy’s true objections to having Joe’s Aunt Ruth come to stay with them?

2. What do you think Mr. Bagshaw’s real attraction was for Tib?
Does her answer to his proposal surprise you?

3. How does church help Betsy?

4. Do you think there is a connection between Betsy’s change in attitude and their finding a house?
Explain.

Chapter 13.

1. What is your impression of Sally Day Hawthorne?

2. Joe comes home to the new house with good and bad news. Explain this.

3. What does Betsy mean (page 177) when she says, “Good things come, but they’re

never perfect . ..”? Do you agree with this? Why or why not?

How do Joe’s new working hours help with having Aunt Ruth coming to live with them?
How do Aunt Ruth’s stories help both Betsy and Joe?

What is strange about Margaret’s dating?

See if you can find out anything about Henry Ford and his Peace Ship to share with the class.
Explain the humor in the “Violent Study Club.”

PNk

Chapter 14.

1. What is a “vamp” (page 188) and who is Theda Bara?

2. Describe the Violent Study Club: what are the rules, who are the members, and what do they do
at meetings?

3. What is the “gloaming” (page 189)?

4. What is the “Naughty Chair”? Is it really what its name implies? Why is it called that?

5. Who is Rocky? Describe him. How does he get into a spat with Tib?
Do you get any ideas about what his role will be in upcoming chapters?

6. What is Joe’s concern?



Chapter 15.

How does Rocky change the Violent Study Club?

What does “effete” mean (page 200)?

Does Rocky sound like a good match for Tib? Why or why not?

What hint(s) do we get about Margaret’s beaux?

What do you think the John Burroughs quote (page 206) means?

See what you can find out about the Overland automobile.

At the end of this chapter, what feeling do you get about Tib and Rocky’s future?

Nk v =

Chapter 16.

What do you think will happen with “Wheat”?

Are you surprised at the news of “Wheat”?

What other news does Betsy get that same evening?

What happens when Rocky finds Tib at Betsy’s?

Do you think Tib acts wisely?

How does Rocky react?

Explain the title of this chapter. How, at the end, is “everything almost right”?

Nk =

Chapter 17.

1. Who is Clay Dawson and why is he important?

2. Who is Jack Dunhill? How does he impress you? What do we learn about him?
3. Do you think people can truly fall in love “at first sight”? Why or why not?

Chapter 18.

What are the “Ninety-Day Wonders” (page 240)?

Why do Joe and Betsy rent out their house?

What does it mean to “feather your nest”?

Describe the Rays’ conflicting emotions about the war.

How does Eleanor Hawthorne help Betsy?

Can you find information to explain the service flags with stars on them that people hung in their
windows?

AU S

Chapter 19.
1. Why is this chapter a good ending for both this book and the entire series?

GENERAL QUESTIONS ABOUT THIS BOOK:

* See what you can find out about the Lutsitania and her relevance to World War 1.
Share your findings with the class.

* Do some research about Fort Snelling and share your findings with the class.

* This is the second book where Minnehaha Falls appears. See what you can find out about
the Falls and share your information with the class.

* Find the poem by James Russell Lowell that begins “The snow had begun in the gloaming”
and share part or all of it with the class.

* Do some research on President Wilson’s “Preparedness tour.” Share your findings with the
class.

* See what you can find out about Pancho Villa. Share your findings with the class.

*  Who was General John J. Pershing and why was he an important person in the war?



What are “Marcel waves”? See if you can find a picture of them to show the class.

Do you think they make an attractive hair style? Why or why not?

Find a recording of Beethoven’s Sixth Symphony. Play the fourth movement for the class.
Do you think it is like a storm? Why or why not?

WRITING ACTIVITIES:

In a paragraph, describe your feelings at the end of this book.

Write an “epilogue” to the book in which you jump ahead five years (to about 1920).
Describe what the main characters are like then (choose two or three).

Write a paragraph in which you compare and contrast Margaret and Louisa.

DRAMA ACTIVITIES:

With a group, choose a scene from the book to act out for the class.

With a group, create a scene in which Joe comes back from the war and must find a job.
Perform your skit for the class.

GENERAL QUESTIONS ABOUT THE ENTIRE SERIES (for discussion or writing):

Think back over the ten books in this series. Choose your favorite event from among all of
them and share with the class why it was your favorite.

Was there any event that you did not like in the series? Why do you think Maud Hart
Lovelace included it in the stories?

Why do you think Maud Hart Lovelace did not write any more books to include in this
series?

Maud Hart Lovelace has written several other books about Deep Valley (Winona’s Pony
Cart, Emily of Deep Valley, and Carney’s House Party). Read one of them and share it with
the class. (You may also/alternatively choose to read and report on any other books that
Maud Hart Lovelace wrote.)

Choose one of the many main characters from the series and describe how that character
“evolved” or “developed” into a distinct personality over the span of the series. Include
some of the ways Maud Hart Lovelace shows us this development.

©2016 Betsy-Tacy Society
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Beginning with the fourth volume of the Betsy-Tacy | 'x T
books (Betsy and Tacy Go Downtown), Winona Root - =
emerges as one of the girls’ friends. She is quite a tomboy : - '

-- in skirts, of course -- and begins her friendship with the .3 \

others on a rather adversarial note. As the girls grow older, :

Winona’s playful nature and wicked sense of humor | \V | O
mature and allow her to keep her place in the Crowd
secure.

In this book, we get to know the younger Winona better.
We see something of her family life and can witness some
of the circumstances that help shape the character she
becomes later. Winona’s Pony Cart is a gentle
introduction to the impish tomboy and a revealing peek at
what makes her “tick.”

Chapter 1.

1. What are pug dogs? See if you can find a picture and some information about them to share with
the class.

2. What are some adjectives you would use to describe Winona?
Is “dignified” one of them?
Why does Mrs. Root tell Winona she should be dignified?

3. Compare and contrast Winona with her sisters.

4. Is Winona spoiled? Give reasons for your answer.

Chapter 2.
1. Where is Syria? What can you find out about the country and its people?
2. The Roots have a “hired gir]” and a woman to do their laundry.
What can you infer about the family from this?
3. What is the nature of Winona’s friendship with Betsy, Ray, Tacy Kelly, and Tib Muller?
4. See what you can find out about Buffalo Bill.
Winona brags about being kissed by him, but should she? What really happened?
5. What do you think Winona will get for her birthday?

Chapter 3.

1. How do Mr. and Mrs. Root differ on the way they would like Winona to behave?

2. You know that Winona is spoiled by her father and is stubborn. What do you think she will do
about the pony and about the party invitations?

Chapter 4.
1. How does Dennie “help” Winona with her invitation dilemma?
How does Winona react to his idea?
2. How does Mrs. Root deal with Winona’s hints about a pony for her birthday?



What different implications can you draw from her actions?

Chapter 5.

1.
2.

3.

N

Why do you think Maud Hart Lovelace uses the word “dignified” so often in this chapter?
Can you recall reading about another accordion-pleated dress?

What details do you remember?

Can you think of any sayings that we use that are similar to Marium’s saying “if we live”
(page 52)?

. How does the pony become more and more real to Winona and the other children?

What do you think?

. Do you believe the pony stories that Ole tells Winona? Why or why not?
. What does it mean to “borrow trouble” (page 57)?

How would telling someone about the extra children she had invited be “borrowing trouble”
for Winona?

See if you can find a recording of “Won’t You Come Home Bill Bailey?” to play for the class.
Why do you think Mrs. Root objected to the song?

. How does Winona convince herself that she will get a pony?

Have you ever done a similar thing?

Chapter 6.

1.
2.
3.

4.

6.

What do you notice about how Winona receives the birthday gifts from her guests?
What is your impression of Percy?

Why are Lottie and Lettie dressed in summery clothes for the party?

What does this tell you about their family?

Marium is described as having “something black™ around her eyes.

This would be “kohl.” See what you can find about about this early cosmetic.
Why does Mrs. Root remove all the place cards from the table?

How does she react to all the extra children?

Have you ever surprised a parent in a similar fashion?

Can you share that experience with the class?

What is “baklawa” (page 72)?

Chapter 7.

1.

2.

3.

Are you surprised when the pony appears?

Why does Winona feel like crying?

How does Jingle react to Percy?

Why do you think he does this?

Does Percy’s response surprise you?

Explain your answer. Does it change your opinion of Percy?
How do you feel at the end of this chapter?

Chapter 8.

MBS

What shocking discovery does Winona make?

How is her crying different from other times?

Why would the minister’s opinion of Winona’s having a pony to ride be important?
What do you think finally changed Mrs. Root’s mind?

What are some of Jingles’ bad habits? Have you ever had a pet with bad habits?
Can you tell us about it?

Is this a satisfactory ending to the book? Explain.



GENERAL QUESTIONS ABOUT THIS BOOK:

Compare and contrast the young Winona in this book with the older Winona we meet in the
Betsy-Tacy series.

How would you describe Mrs. Root?

How would you describe Mr. Root?

How does “dignity” play an important role in this book?

Compare and contrast the presents Winona receives from her guests to those you might
receive from guests at your birthday party.

Why does Mr. Root think that Jingles may have had a hard life?

Is that important in choosing a pet? Explain.

See what you can discover about the comics that Tib offers to draw: “Buster Brown,”
“Happy Hooligan,” or “The Katzenjammer Kids.”

WRITING ACTIVITIES:

Write an alternate ending for the book in which Mrs. Root does NOT change her mind and
Winona does NOT get to keep Jingles.

Write a story about the mouse that appears in the painting of the Deep Valley Sun, the cigar,
and the violin.

DRAMA ACTIVITIES:

With a group, demonstrate one of the games the children played at the party: “Prisoner’s
Base,” “London Bridge,” “Go In and Out the Window,” or “Pin the Tail on the Donkey.”
Prepare a monologue of the thoughts that may have gone through Mrs. Root’s mind as more
and more children arrived at the party. You may incorporate some of her actual words as
Maud Hart Lovelace wrote them if you wish. Present your monologue to the class.

©2016 Betsy-Tacy Society



%‘wm&y s Howse @b;my

é} %wd %mf %ﬂ&/@&&

Devotees of the Betsy-Tacy books will enjoy this
“between” story which chronicles Carney Sibley’s life
during the summer after her sophomore year at Vassar.
When Betsy-Tacy fans last saw Carney, she was aboard the
4:45 train that would take her away from Deep Valley,
Minnesota. Larry Humphreys, her Deep Valley beau, was
in California, where his family had moved four years
earlier. Carney’s unresolved feelings for Larry have
troubled her during those years and have prevented her
from becoming serious about anyone else.

Carney’s “house party,” a month-long gathering of old
and new friends, provides the backdrop for this “other”
Deep Valley book. Betsy Ray is a secondary character in
this story, but familiar names and places will draw Betsy-
Tacy fans back into the fictional Minnesota town of Deep
Valley and will provide answers to a few questions that
remained at the conclusion of the Betsy-Tacy series.

Chapter 1.
1. If you have read the Betsy-Tacy books, start a list of “old familiars” you encounter while reading
Carney’s House Party.

2. What is Carney doing as this chapter begins? Why?

3. What is a “fillet” (page 4)?

4. What is Carney’s big problem/concern as a girl from Minnesota attending an Eastern college?

5. Who was Matthew Lang?

6. What does Carney find is unusual about boys and dating at Vassar?

7. How does the house party get started? Why is Carney so reluctant to invite Isobel to Deep Valley?

Chapter 2.
1. What does it mean to be “entertaining a man” (page 14)?

2. What is the Tuileries (page 9)? See if you can find a picture of it to share with the class. Can you
find any pictures of the Vassar campus and the old Main building to compare with the Tuileries?

/'/ : /
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3. List some things that you find unusual about Vassar and its rules and/or traditions.

4. What is a “cynosure” (page 24)?

Chapter 3.

1. What is a spread (page 27)?

2. What do the girls finally learn about Isobel’s man?
3. What is “pulchritude” (page 36)?




Chapter 4.
1. Describe Carney’s family.
2. Have you ever experienced the “back home” feeling that Carney experiences (page 48)?
Can you describe it?
3. What things does Isobel do that annoy Carney? To what does Carney attribute Isobel’s actions?
4. Predict what you think will happen next.

Chapter 5.

1. Why do you think that Carney hopes that Sam and Isobel will become a couple?

2. Why do you think Carney disapproves of Sam’s attitude toward money?

3. What do we learn about the various members of the old Crowd (from the Betsy-Tacy books)?

Chapter 6.
1. What more do we learn about the old Crowd?
2. What do you think of the way that Carney scolds Sam and pokes fun at him from time to time?

Chapter 7.
1. What happened at Gettysburg during the Civil War? What about Balaklava?
2. What gives Betsy away to Carney and the others at the masquerade party.

Chapter 8.

Why do you think Carney is so hung up on Sam’s habit of charging things?

What does Carney mean when she thinks that Sam is “in Isobel’s train” (page 104)? IS he?

What is a porte-cochere (page 104)? Do you remember where we saw one in the Betsy-Tacy books?
Why do you think place mats (page 109) are unusual?

What does the noon “lunch” tell you about the Hutchinsons? What are some of the differences
between the Sibleys and the Hutchinsons?

6. Why do these differences make Carney uneasy?

NS

Chapter 9.

Why couldn’t the Crowd swim for two hours after lunch? Is this still the case today?

What is “mumble-the-peg” (page 113) [often also called “mumblety-peg”]?

What do we find out about Carney’s social life at Vassar in this chapter?

Notice the “bathing suits.”

See if you can find recordings of the songs Carney plays on Sam’s grand piano and share them with
the class.

6. What does Carney confide to Sam about her playing for Matthew Lang?

NhEwLDD -

Chapter 10.
1. See what you can find out about The Little Colonel books for girls.
2. Who do you think wrote the Rules for the house party?
3. What do Betsy-Tacy fans learn about Uncle Keith in this chapter?
4. What welcome surprise occurs at the end of this chapter?
Why is Mrs. Sibley “not too pleased” about it?



Chapter 11.
1. Who was Lochinvar? See if you can find the poem about him (by Sir Walter Scott) to share with the
class. How is it an appropriate poem for this situation?
2. Why do you think Sam teases Carney so much?
3. What are your predictions at the end of this chapter?

Chapter 12.
1. How do you “pump up” on swings (page 159)?
2. What is “tatting” (page 161)?
3. Why do you think Maud Hart Lovelace constantly compares Larry and Sam?
Who do you think is “winning”?

Chapter 13.
1. See if you can find descriptions or photos of the girls’ hat styles -- wastebasket, peachbasket, and
dishpan -- to share with the class.
2. How is Carney mistaken in her assessment of the cause of Sam’s unseemly behavior?
3. Do you think Isobel tells the truth about her long distance phone call? Why or why not?

Chapter 14.
1. What can you infer about Carney and Sam and Carney and Larry after the fishing expedition?
2. What do the girls suspect will happen on Friday when Larry and Carney go to Orono?
Orono is actually based on the real Minnesota town of Rapidan. See what you can find out about
Rapidan to share with the class.
3. How does Bobbie misunderstand the idea of eloping?

Chapter 15.

1. How do you explain Carney’s conflicted feelings about Isobel at the beginning of this chapter?

2. What is a “boon companion” (page 206)?

3. What is happening between Carney and Larry as this chapter progresses? What is Carney realizing?

Chapter 16.

1. Who “elopes” in this chapter? What does he think eloping means?
2. What has happened to Bobbie?

3. Why do you think Sam is so angry with Carney?

4. Are you surprised at the way this chapter ends? Why or why not?

Chapter 17.

Why is Carney now so angry with Sam?

See what you can find out about “hobble skirts” (page 231) to share with the class.
Why do you think Carney and Larry get along so well at the dance?

Why do you think Sam kisses Carney again?

What is the significance of their argument at the end of the chapter?

Predict what will happen!

S

Chapter 18.
1. What bombshell does Isobel drop on the girls?



2. What is a “spooner” (page 246)?
3. Carney’s feelings towards Isobel waver between like and dislike throughout the book. Why?

Chapter 19.
1. What is a “good scout” (page 255)? Why doesn’t Carney think this description fits Isobel?
2. Are you surprised at the results of the advice that Betsy gives and Carney follows?
Why or why not?
3. See if you can find directions for “Duck on a Rock” and play it with the class.
4. What is significant about Sam’s plan to buy a ring for Carney?

Chapter 20.

1. What is Carney doing when she visits the various spots on the Vassar campus?
2. Why doesn’t Carney think she will ever understand Isobel?

3. What does “inscrutable” mean (page 273)?

4. How do you feel at the end of this chapter and the book?

GENERAL QUESTIONS ABOUT THIS BOOK:

Look at the list of “familiars” you found between this book and the Betsy-Tacy series. Share
your list with others in the class. Did you add any information to the Betsy-Tacy series after
reading Carney’s House Party? Can you place Carney’s House Party in the sequence of the
Betsy-Tacy books?

What changes can you see in Carney over the course of the summer? Can you explain them?

What do you learn about life in this book?

WRITING ACTIVITIES:

Write a Chapter 21 for this book in which you bring Carney’s and Sam’s story to a conclusion
that leaves us satisfied. Include their wedding and any children you envision for them. If you’ve
read the Betsy-Tacy series, you might review Betsy’s Wedding as it drops some important details
that might help you.

Write a conversation that might occur between Carney and Isobel when Isobel arrives back on
the Vassar campus.

Write a short story describing Larry’s thoughts as he travels back to California.

Choose one of the historical references from this book and write an explanation of it. Be sure to
include reasons for its historical significance as well as its significance in this book.

If you have read the Betsy-Tacy books, compare and contrast Betsy and Carney as they appear in
both stories.



* Again, if you have read the Betsy-Tacy books, choose one character who appears in both books
and compare and contrast that person as he/she appears in the different story lines.

DRAMA ACTIVITIES:
e Choose a scene from the book and act it out for the class.

*  Work out the “engagement” conversation between Sam and Mr. Sibley and perform it for the
class.

©2016 Betsy-Tacy Society
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INTRODUCTION

Fans of the Betsy-Tacy books love reading of the
adventures that Betsy enjoys with the support of her parents '
and sisters. Not everyone in Deep Valley is able to afford L 18
many -- or most -- of these often-expensive endeavors, \ '\
however. Emily Webster is one such young lady, an orphan, et LA
living with her grandfather in a house set apart from Deep
Valley proper by the slough. Emily longs to be like the other
girls in her class at school, but caring for her grandfather
occupies much of her time, and she feels “different” from the
others, set apart by her family situation.

When graduation comes in June, 1912, her classmates
plan their college careers, but Emily cannot do the same.

Her grandfather expects her to stay home and care for him. Emily can do nothing but try to make
the best of things.

Readers of the Betsy-Tacy books will welcome familiar places and people and will enjoy
meeting Maud Hart Lovelace’s heroine, Emily. Her story gives us a different picture of Deep
Valley, Minnesota, and tells a tale quite unlike Betsy’s.

Chapter 1.

1. If you have read the Betsy-Tacy series, start a list of the“old familiars” that you encounter while

reading this book.

2. Compare and contrast Emily and her cousin Annette.

3. What do we learn of Emily’s family in this chapter?

4. See if you can find a picture of an old phonograph with a“morning glory” horn and share it with
the class.

Chapter 2.
1. Describe Don Walker.
2. What is Decoration Day?

Chapter 3.

1. What additional details do we learn about Emily’s parents and grandparents in this chapter?
2. See what you can find out about the Battle of Gettysburg and share it with the class.

3. What are the “First Minnesota” and the “Fifth Minnesota”?

4. How do the events of this chapter make you feel?

Chapter 4.
1. What was the G.A.R. (page 50)?
2. What was the Women’s Relief Corps (page 52)?



3. See if you can find any information about and a picture of a REO to share with the class.
4. How do Don Walker’s words affect Emily?

Chapter 5.

1. How does Emily’s grandfather manage to surprise her?

2. Do you agree with Emily that Don is the most wonderful person she knows? Why or why not?

3. Emily believes (page 70) that “when you finish something, you ought always to begin something
new.” Do you agree? Why or why not?

Chapter 6.

1. Who is Otis Skinner?

2. Find a copy of “The Marshes of Glynn” by Sidney Lanier to share and discuss with the class.

3. What does Maud Hart Lovelace mean (page 81) when she says that Don has “an air of lordly
condescension” when he visits Emily? Do you agree?

Chapter 7.

1. See what you can find out about the games the girls play at Emily’s party.
Share -- or play -- them with the class.

2. See if you can find a copy of “The Female of the Species,” by Rudyard Kipling, to share with the
class.

3. How do you feel when this chapter ends?

Chapter 8.

1. Have you ever been lonely? Can you tell the class about it? How did your loneliness compare
with Emily’s?

2. What is the significance of “putting up” one’s hair?

Chapter 9.

1. What changes Emily’s attitude?

2. Why is Emily “grateful” for Cab’s invitation to the dance?
3. What are the Elks? What can you find out about them?

Chapter 10.

1. What do you think it means to “muster your wits”?

2. See if you can find out how to do the Gaby Glide or the Turkey Trot. Teach it to the class.
3. What things does Emily learn over the Thanksgiving weekend?

Chapter 11.

1. What is your impression of the Deep Valley boys at the ice skating pond?
2. Describe Kalil’s house and family.

3. Why do you think Maud Hart Lovelace wrote this chapter?

Chapter 12.
1. Who are Mrs. Pankhurst and Christobel (page 155)?
Henry George? Ibsen? Tolstoy? G.B. Shaw?
2. Explain the incident between Mr. Wakeman and the “Smart Alec” (page 159).
What does this show you about Mr. Wakeman?
3. What do you predict will happen over the Christmas vacation? Why do you think this?



Chapter 13.

1. See what you can find out about “bacon bats” (page 167).

2. Why was the “date” with Jim Baxter a blow to Emily?

3. What do you think Emily could have done to have had a better time at the hay ride?

Chapter 14.
1. What are the effects of all of Emily’s efforts to have a Christmas party for the Syrians?
2. What do you think lies ahead?

Chapter 15.

1. What do we learn about the Syrians and their treatment in this country?

2. If you have read the Betsy-Tacy books, can you place Emily’s story in the sequence of those
other books?

3. Why do you think the other girls’ opinions of Emily “went up” after Cab invites her to the New
Year’s Eve ball?

Chapter 16.
1. How does the ice get broken at the first meeting of the Boys Club?
2. What do you predict will happen with the Wrestling Champs Club?

Chapter 17.

1. Why do you think Emily is inspired to take on all the projects she has begun?

2. What reasons does Emily think of for the Syrian women’s sudden “blossoming” as a result of
learning English?

3. Describe Mr. Jed.

Chapter 18.

1. Why (page 242) does Emily’s heart “sink” when she hears that Jed’s grandfather fought under
General Beauregard in the Civil War?

2. What is “distinction” (age 249)? Why does Jed use the word to describe Emily?

Chapter 19.

1. Why do you think Mr. Meechum speaks the way he does at the meeting?

2. Compare Jed’s speech with Mr. Whitlock’s.

3. How would you have voted if you had been on the School Board? Why?

4. Are you surprised at what happens when Jed and Emily arrive at the Webster house?
Why or why not?

Chapter 20.

1. How do you feel about Annette’s engagement?

2. Why do you think Emily is irritated when Annette questions her about Little Syria?
3. How has Jed changed Emily’s feelings about her living situation?

4. Have you ever had “baklawa” (baklava)? Can you tell us about it?

Chapter 21.
1. Are you surprised by the events of this chapter? Why or why not?
2. What do you predict lies ahead for Emily?



GENERAL QUESTIONS ABOUT THIS BOOK:

* How does Emily change over the year covered by this story? What are the reasons for this?
*  What are some of the “life lessons” contained in this book?
* How have Decoration Day celebrations changed since 1912?
* Look at the list of “familiars” you found between this book and the Betsy-Tacy series.
Share your list with the class. Did you add any information to the Betsy-Tacy stories as
a result of reading Emily of Deep Valley? Discuss.

WRITING ACTIVITIES:

*  Write a Chapter 22 for the story and share it with the class.

* Choose one of the historical references from this book and write an explanation of it.
Be sure to include reasons for its historical significance as well as its significance in this
book.

* Choose one of the members of the Wrestling Champs Club and tell a story from his point of
view. It may be based on an incident from the book or one you make up.

* Ifyou have read the Betsy-Tacy books, compare and contrast Betsy and Emily.

* Again, if you have read the Betsy-Tacy books, choose one character who appears in both
books and compare and contrast that person as he/she appears in the different story lines.

DRAMA:

* With a group, choose one of the scenes from the story and write a dramatization of it to
share with the class.

* The Battle of Gettysburg was the occasion for one of Abraham Lincoln’s most famous
speeches, the Gettysburg Address. Find a copy of this speech and give a dramatic reading of
it for the class.
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