SIX QUEST[ONS WITH DANNY LAVERY

Daniel M. Lavery is a keynote speaker at the 2025 Betsy-Tacy Convention!
He co-founded the website The Toast and is the author of Texts from Jane
Eyre (2014), The Merry Spinster (2018), Something That May Shock and
Discredit You (2020), and Women'’s Hotel (2024). Danny wrote Slate’s
“Dear Prudence” advice column from 2016 to 2021. From 2022 to 2023, he
hosted a podcast on Slate titled Big Mood, Little Mood. In 2017, Lavery
started a paid e-mail newsletter titled Shatner Chatner, renamed to The
Chatner in 2021. His latest book, Christmas at the Women’s Hotel, comes
out this fall and is available for preorder now.

Tell us about your history with the Betsy-Tacy books!
When did you first pick one up, have you read them all
including Emily and Carney, have you reread them,
which one is your favorite, what makes them special to

you, etc.!

Prudence
[ grew up reading the first four Betsy-Tacy books, but I didn’t » e
come across any of the books set in high school until after \ Daniel M.

Lavery

HarperTrophy started reissuing them in the early 2000s. It
was such an unexpected pleasure to discover more of the
series after I'd reached that age myself. I've reread everything
in the series except for Carney’s House Party and Winona’s Pony Cart, both of which I've
read only once.

Betsy and the Great World and Emily of Deep Valley are both tied for my favorite, I think.
They feel like a natural pairing somehow. Betsy is such a winsome and adventurous
character, and this is easily her most adventuresome outing, whereas Emily is incredibly
introspective, often down on herself, and doesn’t travel at all — although of course she
changes tremendously throughout. It’s a bit like a Jules Verne travelogue paired with de
Maistre’s Voyage Around My Room.

How do you (or do you not!) relate to the books - which character do you identify
with most, do you have a lifelong best friend, was your childhood anything like
Betsy’s?



I'm not sure I see much of myself in any of the characters - [ was so charmed by the
earlier books as a child because the writing seemed to capture some of the solemn
timelessness of childhood, so I certainly felt as if there was something true and
meaningful present, but I'm not very much like any of them, I don’t think. Although
everyone at some point or another does something that I can relate to.

Is there any one scene from the books that sticks with you most?

When Betsy goes tobogganing down the hills in the Azores and then remembers how
everyone back in Minnesota laughed at the sight of Nude Descending a Staircase. And of
course the line “For Tacy had faithlessly married.”

If you could write an additional Betsy-Tacy book or story - a spinoff or a sequel of
some sort - what would it be about?
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[ wouldn’t care to intrude. But I had Emily of Deep Valley very much in
mind when I wrote Women’s Hotel, and I will always dearly love a book
that takes seriously the little rituals, domestic routines, and frills of
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ordinary daily life.
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How has your work or your life been influenced by the Betsy-Tacy
books or by Maud Hart Lovelace?

I'm very interested in historical fiction set in the recent past. The Betsy-Tacy books were
set in the 1890s and 1900-1910s and written in the 1940s and '50s, and it’s really interesting
to see how the values and interests of both eras mix together and inform one another.
And the books are remarkably wholesome but still interested in romantic risk (I'm
thinking particularly of the Mr. O’Farrell escapade in BATGW), loneliness,
misunderstanding, and social scapegoating, so they cover a remarkable amount of
emotional terrain, too. They always reward rereading, and that’s something I value
tremendously.

If you wanted to get a friend to read the books, how would you describe them?

Midwestern mythology, the highly developed court etiquette of child playmates, and
fashion history (heartbreaker curls! the debutante slouch!).



