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………………………………………………. 

Tell us about your history with the Betsy-Tacy books! When did you first pick one up, have you 
read them all including Emily and Carney, which one is your favorite, what makes them 
special to you, etc.?! 

I’ve honestly loved the Betsy-Tacy books for as long as I can remember. I can’t remember exactly when I first 
picked one up, but I know it was from the library; I have a distinct memory of holding one of the library copies. 
And yes, I’ve read every single one, including Emily and Carney! I own them in multiple versions, including 
the newer paperbacks and the eBooks. (When I was having surgery a number of years back, some friends gave 
me a gift card, and I used it to buy all the eBooks, because I knew I would need some comfort reading). I reread 
them all at least once a year. As for my favorite, that is so hard to say; I think I have a different favorite every 
time I reread. I do really love Betsy and the Great World and Betsy’s Wedding, though, because they show how 
much Betsy has grown and changed throughout the books. And I love seeing Betsy and Joe get their happy 
ending! 

How do you (or do you not!) relate to the books — which character do you identify with most, 
do you have a lifelong best friend, was your childhood like Betsy’s, etc.? 

My childhood was nothing like Betsy’s but maybe that’s why I loved them so much. I grew up in California, in 
the middle of a city, and I found Betsy’s childhood and family life so fascinating. And I don’t have a lifelong best 
friend in that exact way, but I have a few best friends that I’ve known and been friends with for a very, very long 
time, and we support one another and rally for one another in the same way Betsy, Tacy, and Tib do! 

Is there any one scene from the books that sticks with you most? 

So many, but more than scenes, specific lines stick with me. “Did anyone ever tell you that you're a 
good dancer?” “The Great War is on but I hope ours is over.” Swooooon. 

If you could write an additional Betsy-Tacy book or story — a spin-off or a sequel of some sort — 
what would it be about? 

It would be either the story of how Betsy’s parents met and fell in love, or the story of Betsy’s writer uncle. I’d 
love to know more about Betsy’s whole family (including her grandmother in California!). 

How has your work been influenced by the Betsy-Tacy books or by Maud Hart Lovelace? 

One of my favorite things about these books is how real and whole the characters all are: Betsy has a lot of 
faults, and she messes up, and she figures things out; Joe has a real chip on his shoulder in the early books, but 
they work through it and learn from their mistakes; and I love that so much. My goal is always to write 
characters who feel real in those same ways, who have problems and mess up, but you still love and cheer for. 



I loved your article from The Toast, “On Hating Ma” — is there anyone in Betsy-Tacy Land that 
you hate? 

No, and I think that’s one reason I love the books so much; even the characters who are sometimes difficult are 
well-rounded and interesting, so it’s impossible to hate them! 

I read that you also like the Shoes books, and there seems to be a lot of overlap between fans 
of those books and Betsy-Tacy fans; why do you think that is? — or, is there a common thread 
there for you personally? 

I love the Shoes books (and have also read all of them, and have all the eBooks of them as well as paper 
copies). I think you’re right; some of that is the ambition and creativity of the main characters – Betsy wanted 
to be a writer, and so many of the girls in the Shoes books wanted to be dancers or actors or performers as 
well. And those ambitions were valued and supported by their parental figures, which seemed (and still seems) 
so revolutionary.  

Roxane Gay loved your first book and commented, “The characters ate CONSTANTLY. Like, 
it’s kind of hilarious how much they eat.” Everyone eats a lot in the Betsy-Tacy books, too — 
picnics, progressive dinners, etc. — if you could eat one Betsy-Tacy meal, what would it be? 
And/or why do you think that meals have been important for world-building for both you and 
Maud?  

The answer is obviously Sunday Night Lunch! Betsy’s father’s onion sandwiches and coffee! And for me, in my 
life, so many important conversations and bonding moments have happened while sitting around a table with 
loved ones, and I get the feeling that’s how it was for Maud Hart Lovelace too. At one point they’re about to 
have a big conversation and Betsy’s father goes to put the coffee pot on, and that feels so familiar – yes, in 
order to talk about this, we need to have something to drink and something to snack on. And there are SO 
many memorable meals in these books that absolutely set the tone for scenes: the picnics, the Sunday Night 
Lunches, Anna’s cakes and muffins, the meals on the ship across the Atlantic, the bad meals that Betsy has at 
her boarding house in Germany, the meals in Italy with Marco, those initial terrible meals that Betsy made for 
Joe – every scene would feel different if the food was different. For me, figuring out what people like to eat, and 
what they would eat in different situations, is definitely part of figuring out their character. 

As you may know, we have restored the childhood homes of Betsy and Tacy (Maud and Bick) in 
Mankato — do you think you would enjoy visiting the real-life Deep Valley, or do you prefer it to 
live in your mind? 

I would LOVE to visit the real-life Deep Valley; one of my best friends (the Tacy to my Betsy) lives in Minnesota 
and I keep trying to convince her to take me there. Someday it’ll happen. 

And I absolutely love the portrayal of friendship in these books, and my goal is to show how important 
friendships are, in the same way the Betsy-Tacy books do. 



You said in a podcast, of Betsy and Joe, “I feel like their relationship 
is really a part of anything that I write. It’s about two people liking 
each other for how good they are at something or their ambition or 
how much they care about something, which I think is wonderful.” If 
you had to pick one of your own books to recommend to Betsy-Tacy 
fans, what would it be and why? 

I think I would pick The Proposal: a trio of three girlfriends, lots of cooking, a main 
character who is a writer, a love interest who is swoony to me in the same way Joe 
is, and a close-knit family. 


