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WHAT’S YOUR FAVORITE SEASON?

Fall is definitely here—which is happy news for
many of us: In a recent poll, 41% of people in the
U.S. chose fall as their favorite season. (Spring
and summer tied for second.) It’s certainly a
beautiful time of year, as the green leaves of
summer transform into a gorgeous symphony
of vibrant oranges, yellows, and browns.

But there’s really no wrong answer to this
question—every season has its own special
charms. And guess what? Your favorite season
might actually say something about your
personality!
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Look at the lists below and see
what stands out for you. Did you
change your mind about your
favorite season?

Betsy’s House, Autumn 2023
photographed by Samantha Wendt

People who love winter. .. People who love spring . . .

« eagerly wait for the first snowflake S et Hhe e eEihe T

« are often described as easygoing, thoughtful,
and realistic

« love indoor activities, like reading or crafting

« thrive in cold weather

« prefer to be alone and quiet when they're

» enjoy new experiences, meeting new
people, new challenges, and surprises

« love the season’s sense of renewal and
transformation

» feel especially inspired and creative at this

feeling stressed
« find that the shorter days help them focus
and get things done

People who love summer-. ..

+ delight in the long-awaited sunshine

+ love outdoor activities, such as hiking and
swimming

e are optimistic

« handle stress by talking to friends and
heading outdoors

« are drawn to vibrant, lively colors

« enjoy the feel of sand between their toes and
the salty fragrance of the ocean

» do well in active, bustling environments

time, when the world itself seems to be in a
state of creation
» are adaptable and good at handling change

People who love fall . ..
« are excited for “sweater weather”
+ love the smell and crunch of fallen leaves
« appreciate comfort and familiarity
+ love deep conversations and meaningful
relationships
+ look forward to the seasonal activities—
bobbing for apples, carving pumpkins,
wandering a corn maze

« see the shedding of old leaves as a time for
personal growth and reflection

The Lois Lenski illustrations in this newsletter are used with permission from HarperCollins Publishers.



CRAFT PROJECT: GRATITUDE TURKEY

This is a fun craft to do with your family or some friends. The turkeys
look beautiful on a Thanksgiving table—and won't it be interesting
to pull them out every year and remember the things you were
thankful for!

You will need:

« Toilet paperroll ~ « Orange, yellow, and red cardstock

« Paintbrush « Small googly eyes
» Black marker + Glue
« Brown paint + Scissors
1. Paint the toilet paper roll with brown paint. ‘
2. Cut out at least five feathers for your turkey. (A feather shape is pretty simple,
but if needed you can use this online template: thebestideasforkids.com/turkey
-feather-template/.) Write something you're grateful for on each feather. \

3. Glue on the googly eyes.
4. Cut out a small triangular beak and feet, using the orange cardstock. To make the beak, fold over
a piece of paper and cut out a triangle. Glue on the beak and feet.

5. Glue the feathers to the back of the toilet paper roll. You've got a turkey!

From The Best Ideas for Kids (thebestideasforkids.com/toi|et-paper-rolI-turkey/).

RECIPE: THANKSGIVING SLIDERS

Here’s a delicious twist on turkey sandwiches—and a great way to use your Thanksgiving leftovers!

First, gather your ingredients:

« Cooking spray 2 tablespoons unsalted butter, melted
« 12-ounce package Hawaiian rolls (don’t pull them apart!) 2 teaspoons poppy seeds

« 1 cup leftover cranberry sauce 1 teaspoon Worcestershire sauce
« 1 cup leftover roast turkey, sliced 4 cup leftover gravy

« 6 ounces Swiss cheese, grated

Preheat your oven to 350°F. Coat a 9- x 13-inch baking dish with the cooking spray.

You will probably need a grown-up’s help with this step: Keeping

the rolls attached, slice them in half horizontally (so you have a top half
and a bottom half). Gently lift the top halfand turn it over. Spread

the cranberry sauce over the cut side of the top half.

Place the bottom halfin the baking dish. Cover the rolls with turkey,
and then sprinkle the Swiss cheese over the top. Carefully place the top
half of the rolls over the bottom half, cranberry sauce-side down.

In a small bowl, combine the melted butter, poppy seeds, and
Worcestershire sauce. Brush the savory butter on top of the rolls.

Bake for 10 minutes, or until the tops are golden brown and the cheese has melted. While the sliders
are baking, microwave the gravy for a couple of minutes, until it’'s warm. Serve the sliders with warm
gravy on the side for dipping.

From Savory (savoryonline.com/recipes/thanksgiving-sliders).



CAN YOU SPOT THE DIFFERENCES?

Compare the drawing on the left with the one on the right. There are 10 differences. Can you find
them all? (Answers are on the next page.)
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If you'd like a same-age pen pal—or if you want to share some of your art or a story you've

written or a craft you've done—or if you have a question about Betsy-Tacy or anything in

Deep Valley—or if you'd like to tell us about a good book you've read—please write to us!
Our contact info is on the next page.




READING CORNER R
PATCHWORK by Matt de la Peia. This uplifting and joyful book celebrates &) —
all the pieces of who we are and the endless possibilities we each contain.
PUMPKINCAT by Ann Turner. In this charming picture book, a lost orange
kitty finds the best home of all—in a library!
KAREN'S SURPRISE by Ann M. Martin. Karen is horrified to be cast as the
turkey in her school’s Thanksgiving play—but at least she has TWO feasts to
look forward to!
WARRIORS INTO THE WILD by Erin Hunter (first in a series). Recommended ‘
by BTT Club member Julia Barnes, who says, “This book follows an ordinary [ | AT
housecat named Rusty who joins a group of wild cats who may be in danger,
according to a mysterious prophecy. Could one little housecat save them all?”
She adds, “I would NOT recommend this book to anyone younger than eight
because it has lots of death and blood violence.” (Good to know. Thanks,

7| Julial)

Spot the Differences solution: (1) The roof gable has a new pattern, (2)
there’s now a wind vane on the roof, (3) smoke is coming from the chimney,
(4) two birds have appeared, (5) the word “NO” is missing from the sign, (6)
two diamond spandrels are missing from the fence, (7) Tib’s hair bow is
missing, (8) Tib’s waistband is black, (9) Tacy’s collar has a pattern, and (10)
there’s an apple next to Tacy’s basket. How’d you do?
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