




SIGNS OF SPRING SCAVENGER HUNT 
This	new	season	brings	days	that	are	warmer,	longer,	and	lighter.	Here’s	a	fun	activity	to	do	with	some	
friends	on	a	nice	spring	day.	Grab	a	clipboard	and	a	pencil	for	each	person	playing;	go	for	a	walk;	check	off	
items	as	you	see,	smell,	or	hear	them;	and	see	who	can	find	the	most	things	on	this	list—or	challenge	
yourselves	to	fill	in	the	whole	list	together!	

! Flowers starting to grow

! Buds growing on a tree or bush

! A rabbit

! Something really rough

! Something really smooth

! Something yellow

! Something red

! Something white

! A squirrel eating something

! Animal tracks Ñ look in muddy
areas!

! The largest and the smallest rock

! A feather

! A caterpillar

! A daffodil

! A bee

! Pinecones

! Acorns

! A nest

! Moss

! A hawk

! A worm

! Fungi

! A snail

! A tree with rough bark

! A tree with smooth bark

! Something making noise

! Something flying

! Something smelly

! A leaf with an unusual shape

! A hummingbird

! A rock shaped like something else

! Footprints

! Berries

! A ladybug

! Ferns

! A spider web

! An animal thatÕs not a
squirrel, rabbit, or bird

Did you know? One out of every three bites of food we eat is 
directly connected to a pollinator  —such as butterflies, bees, and bats. 



READING CORNER 
This	month	we’re	recommending	books	about	animals.	Let	us	know	if	you	read	any	of	these!	

Owen & Mzee: The True Story of a Remarkable Friendship by Isabella and Craig Hatkoff 
and Dr. Paula Kahumbu:	Owen	is	an	orphaned	baby	hippo,	and	Mzee	(mm-ZAY)	is	a	130-
year-old	giant	turtle	who	prefers	to	be	left	alone.	To	the	amazement	of	everyone	at	the	
animal	sanctuary,	Owen	“adopts”	Mzee,	and	the	two	become	inseparable.	This	remarkable	
friendship	between	two	very	different	animals	is	a	perfect	story	for	Betsy-Tacy	fans!	

Negative Cat by Sophie Blackall: After	427	days	of	begging,	a	boy	is	finally	allowed	to
choose	a	cat	from	the	shelter.	But	Max	isn’t	quite	what	anyone	expected—shunning	his	toy	
mouse,	coughing	up	hairballs,	and	refusing	to	cuddle.	Still,	the	boy	loves	his	negative	cat	so	
much,	he’ll	do	anything	to	keep	him.	Even	the	thing	he	dreads	most:	practicing	his	reading.

Bea and the New Deal Horse by L. M. Elliott:	It’s	the	Great	Depression,	and	Bea	and	her
little	sister	have	been	abandoned	by	Daddy	at	a	failing	farm	owned	by	the	imposing	Mrs.	
Scott.	Bea	is	immediately	drawn	to	Mrs.	Scott’s	skittish,	distrustful	chestnut	horse.	If	he	and	
Bea	can	compete	at	horse	shows	together,	might	they	help	Mrs.	Scott	save	her	farm?	A	
moving	and	suspenseful	tale	of	resilience,	found	families,	and	unlikely	partnerships.	

Elvis and the World as It Stands by Lisa Riddlough:	Elvis,	a	shelter	cat,	is	horrified	to	leave
his	sister—but	he	can’t	help	being	intrigued	by	his	new	owner,	10-year-old	Georgina,	who	
builds	LEGO	skyscrapers	in	her	bedroom	while	trying	to	navigate	her	parents’	separation.	
While	Elvis	comes	to	love	Georgina	and	her	other	pets,	his	new	friends,	he	still	longs	to	
escape	the	house	and	reunite	with	his	sister.	An	animal	adventure	with	family	at	its	heart.	
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If you’d like a same-age pen pal—or if 
you want to share some of your art or a 
story you’ve written or a craft you’ve 
done—or if you have a question about 
Betsy-Tacy or anything in Deep Valley—
or if you’d like to tell us about a good 
book you’ve read—please write to us!  




