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Halloween with Betsy, Tacy, and Tib 

Do you like the illustrations in the 
Betsy-Tacy books? Did you know that 
the illustrator of Betsy-Tacy, Lois 
Lenski, wrote books of her own? In fact, 
she’s the author and illustrator of more 
than 90 books for children! Now It’s 
Fall is a rhyming story about things to 
see and do in the fall. Strawberry Girl 
may be the best known of her books 
about boys and girls who live in    
America’s South, but some other titles 
that people love are Shoo-Fly Girl,   

Prairie School, and Cotton In My Sack. 
Look for them in your library. It’s fun to 
see illustrations of other people who 
look like they could be friends of Betsy,    
Tacy, and Tib’s! 

The text on pages 1 and 3 by Maud Hart Lovelace 
is used with permission from HarperCollins Pub-
lishers. The Flossie’s Accident drawing appears 
with permission from Cheryl Harness. 

True or false: Betsy, Tacy, and Tib go trick-or-treating in the Betsy-
Tacy books. 

Answer: False! Though Halloween has been celebrated around the 
world for  hundreds of years, trick-or-treating as we know it didn’t 
become a Halloween  tradition until the 1920s (and the girls were 
grown-up and married by then!). Instead of going door to door for 
candy, kids were more likely to play pranks on their neighbors that 
night. In Heaven to Betsy (when Betsy is 15) we learn that “Deep Valley 
boys weren’t well behaved on Halloween.” 

But if the girls had gone trick-or-treating, they could have enjoyed 
some treats that are familiar to us today: Twizzlers (invented in 1845), 
candy corn (1880), Tootsie Rolls ((1896), Hershey’s Milk Chocolate 
bars (1900), Hershey Kisses (1906), and Lifesavers (1912). And they 
might have worn costumes like the ones in this catalog ad from the 
1920s – or just a simple ghost costume made from a sheet and pillow-
case. Or they might have dressed up in their parents’ clothes, like 
Betsy and Tacy do when they call on Mrs. Benson. 

If the girls were celebrating Halloween today, what costumes do you 

think they would choose? Can you imagine redheaded Tacy as Merida from Brave? Or tiny dancing Tib 

as Tinkberbell? Maybe Betsy would choose to be Dorothy from The Wizard of Oz – another girl with    

pigtails and a big imagination! 

A Halloween riddle: How do you mend a Jack-O’-Lantern?   

With a pumpkin patch! 
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Make It Yourself: Pilgrim Hat Cookies and Oreo Turkeys 

Everything Pudding 

16 chocolate wafer cookies 

1 tube of orange frosting with 

piping tips 

16 mini peanut-butter cups 

Spread out the cookies on a  

table or kitchen counter. 

Squeeze a dime-size dot of 

frosting in the center of each 

cookie. Unwrap the peanut-

butter cups and put them face-

down on the frosting dot, pressing 

gently. Using the round piping 

tip, pipe a frosting “hat band” 

around the peanut-butter cup and 

a square “buckle.” Let the frosting 

set for about 10 minutes before 

storing or serving the cookies.  

Makes 16 Pilgrim Hat cookies. 

Besides being fun to make and delicious to eat, these recipes are great ways to use leftover           

Halloween candy!                                                                                                                               

Spread a teaspoon of chocolate frosting along the top edge of an Oreo cookie. Stick five pieces of candy 
corn into the frosting, tip first. These are your turkey feathers – they should fan out around the edge (see 
photo 1). If needed, use some white frosting to help them stick. 

Lay a second Oreo cookie on your table or kitchen counter, and put a dab of chocolate frosting on one edge 
of the side that’s facing up. Stick your “tail” cookie on the frosting so that it’s standing on its side, feathers 
up. It helps to place the cookies next to a wall to support them as the frosting dries (see photo 2). Let the 

frosting set for 10 minutes. 

Unwrap a peanut-butter cup, and use a knife to gently cut a 
sliver off one end to make a flat side. (You might need to 
ask a grown-up to help you.) Turn over the cookies so that 
the tail end is now lying flat on the table. Place a dab of 
chocolate frosting on the top (the widest part) and the cut 

edge of the peanut-butter cup, and stick it between the two cookies. Put a dab of frosting on a malted milk 
ball, and put that in front of the peanut-butter cup (see photo 3). This is your turkey’s head!  

Now your turkey needs a face. Cut the white tip off a piece of candy corn, add a dab of frosting, and stick it 
onto the malted milk ball. That’s the nose. Mix a little white frosting and some yellow 
food coloring in a separate dish, and then add two yellow dots above the candy corn for 
eyes. You can dip a toothpick in your chocolate frosting to make pupils in the eyes. 

Once the beak seems secure (give it about 10 minutes to dry), flip over your cookie and 
draw on some turkey feet with yellow frosting. Mix a little more white frosting with 
some red food coloring, and dab a little wattle under the turkey’s beak. And that’s it – 
your turkey is complete! This recipe makes 12 turkeys. 

24 Oreo Double Stuff cookies 

4 ounces chocolate frosting 

 

1 cup candy corn 

3 ounces white frosting 

12 mini peanut-butter cups 

12 malted milk balls 

yellow and red food coloring 

Oreo Turkeys  

Pilgrim Hat Cookies  

Photo 1 Photo 2 Photo 3 
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Betsy Writes a Sad, Sad Story — or Does She? 

In Betsy and Tacy Go Downtown, Tacy and Tib come over to Betsy’s house to play after school.  

They found her on the sofa scribbling furiously. Her braids had come loose, her cheeks were red,                  
and there was a smudge on her nose.  

“I’m just finishing a story,” she said. “Would you like to hear it? . . . It’s a very good story.”  

Do you remember Betsy’s story? It’s called “Flossie’s Accident.” Flossie is a beautiful girl with “long black 
ringlets” and “lips as red as blood.” She has a fluffy snow-white fur coat with a matching cap and mittens. 
But one terrible night, Flossie is hurt in a bobsled accident: 

When the bobsled turned over, her head was broken off. She was still alive and beautiful, but                         
she didn’t have a head.  

Her father and mother didn’t like the way she looked. “You are no child of ours,” they said, and                    
cruelly shut the door in her face. 

Poor Flossie! She leaves her town and roams the country, carrying her head wherever she goes, and always 
wearing that snow-white fur coat. She finally hides on a ship and lands in Greece, where she meets a    
handsome blond boy who figures out how to refasten Flossie’s head on her “swanlike neck.” And everyone 
lives happily ever after. 

Tacy and Tib love this story. During the saddest parts, Tib cries real tears! And they are thrilled with the 
ending, saying that it’s the best story they’ve ever heard. 

Clearly, our three girls see “Flossie’s Accident” as a sad, sad story with a happy ending. But do you agree? If 
you saw a headless girl walking toward you, carrying her head in her hands, would you think, “Oh, that 
poor sad girl?” – or would you scream 
and run away?? Or – well, look at this 
drawing by artist Cheryl Harness. When 
I first saw it, I burst out laughing        
because it’s so ridiculous! A headless girl 
carrying her head in one hand while 
neatly holding her white fur muff with 
the other hand – it’s just so silly!! (Look 
at the expression on the dog’s face!)  

So, what do you think? Did Betsy write a 
sad story? Or a scary story? Or a funny 
story? Or all three?! Let us know. And if 
you’d like to color Cheryl’s drawing, 
please send us a copy – we’d love to    
see it! Mail it to: 

Betsy-Tacy Society                                                    
P.O. Box 94                                                           
Mankato, MN 56002 

Would you like to have a pen pal? 

Let us know, and we’ll match you with  
another BTT Club member who’s just your 
age! Email Jennifer at                             
membership@betsy-tacysociety.org           
and she’ll get right back to you. 



5 Easy Steps for the Perfect Pumpkin 
Hey kids, want to make a cool pumpkin for your doorstep? Use your 
creative touch and imagination to dazzle any ghosts and goblins who 
might pay you a Halloween visit.  

1. Tip the pumpkin upside down in a pitcher or bowl. With a marker, 
draw lines dividing the pumpkin into 6 equal sections. Add a row of 
masking tape around the middle of the pumpkin.  

2. Using a tube of Kitchen & Bath Caulk, draw 6 swirls, one in each 
section, filling the space between the marker lines and masking tape.  

3. Remove the pumpkin from the bowl and place it stem-up on the 
counter. Add small curls branching off from each swirl.   

4. Add three dots vertically between each of the bottom swirls and 
two dots between the top row of swirls and just above each of the top 
swirls. Press down any pointy caulk with your fingertips.  

5. Tape newspaper over the stem. Spray-paint the entire pumpkin in a 
well-ventilated space and let it dry. When the pumpkin is completely 
dry, remove paper around the stem. 

6. You can personalize your pumpkin with glitter or pastel paint    

colors, paint the stem gold, or add feathers, flowers, ribbons, and lace.   

The Betsy-Tacy Society 
P.O. Box 94 
Mankato, MN 56002 
 
Email: info@betsy-tacysociety.org 
Phone: (507) 345-9777 
Website: www.betsy-tacysociety.org 
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