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Betsy-Tacy Society

Meet Amber

When I was little, my family
moved to a charming yellow
house in Deep Valley, just down
the street from Betsy’s House.
Grandma Carol shared Maud’s
stories with me and pointed out
many Betsy-Tacy landmarks in
our neighborhood. Naturally, I
was intrigued! I loved thinking
about those girls playing together
100 years ago. As I explored the
neighborhood, I imagined Betsy,
Tacy, and Tib exploring the same
places. When I grew up and had a
family of my own, we moved back

.

DEBL e PR
Amber Massaglia (left) and Shandy
Weimert (right) are best friends
who live in Betsy and Tacy's neighbor-
hood — and they are the
new editors of this newsletter!
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Meet Shandy
Amber and I enjoy all

things vintage, and
together we embrace the
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“days gone by” of Betsy
and Tacy. I introduced
my daughter, Maria, to A Betsy-Tacy 5
the books when she was 7 | Glossary

- about the age when |

B first read them as well. At
% the Blue Earth County
Library, here in Mankato,
the Betsy-Tacy mural painted by Marian
Anderson grabbed my attention, and from
then on I felt like those three best friends
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to Deep Valley - and we even
found a house next door to Tib’s house!

My daughter Isabella and I now explore the landmarks in
our neighborhood. We've made Everything Pudding,
climbed the Big Hill, and toured Betsy’s and Tacy’s
Houses - which makes me feel so connected to Grandma
Carol. When I heard about the Betsy-Tacy Society, I
knew I had to join the Board. Now my best friend Shandy
is on the Board too, and we have so much fun planning
events, going on adventures, and sharing our love of
historical treasures.

Our inseparable daughters are messy, creative girls with
strong imaginations, just like Betsy, Tacy, and Tib. We
hope our readers are too!

Make It Yourself: Birthday Cake in a Cup

were my kindred spirits.

Although Maria and I have just started reading the
series, | know the treasures within the pages that are
waiting for us. In a time of phones and technology, it’s
so easy to put reading on a back burner. I plan to
bring it back strong this summer, lying on blankets at
the park, with Maria listening to me read what life
was like a hundred years ago.

Living in Betsy’s neighborhood is an absolute thrill.
To recognize the landmarks from the books, walk the
same paths the girls did, sit on their bench, and climb
the Big Hill regularly with my dogs brings me so
much joy. I'm honored to be part of the Betsy-Tacy
Society, where people across the world connect to
these characters and feel excited about a simpler time.

4 tablespoons flour

2 tablespoons sugar

% teaspoon baking powder
4 tablespoons milk

1% tablespoons oil

Y4 teaspoon vanilla

Frosting

1 tablespoon Funfetti
sprinkles, plus extra
sprinkles for topping

In a cup, stir together flour, sugar, and baking powder. Add milk, oil, and
vanilla, and mix until just combined. Stir in the sprinkles. Microwave for 45-60
seconds, or until the cake is firm to the touch. Add a big spoonful of frosting
and some more sprinkles. Eat it quick before the frosting melts!

Source: “Gemma’s Best-Ever Vanilla Mug Cake,” https://www.biggerbolderbaking.com/celebration-mug-cake/




Party Games

Just like you and your friends do, Betsy, Tacy, and Tib
loved playing games. Here are some games they might have
played at parties. Do any of these sound like fun to you?
Maybe you’ll want to try them at your next birthday party!

¢+ Compliments: Have everyone sit in a circle. Turn to
the guest on your left and introduce them to the group,

Happy Birthday, Maud

Hart Lovelace!

Maud Hart Lovelace (the real-
life Betsy Ray) was born April
25, 1892. She would have

using the first letter of their first name to say some- turned 129 this year! In this
thing nice that begins with the same letter - for

” €

example, “This is Nelly, she is neat,

This is Jasmine, all the readers who love them.
she is joyful.” Then it’s that person’s turn — and so on,

issue, we celebrate the
birthdays of Maud, Betsy, and

all the way around the circle. This is a great way to
introduce your guests if they don’t already know each other - and it feels really good to have

someone else give you a compliment!

¢ Stick the Candle on the Birthday Cake: Draw and color
a picture of a birthday cake on a large piece of paper and
tape it to the wall at eye level. Then draw some candles, as
many candles as there are party guests. Write each guest’s
name on a cut-out candle, and put a loop of tape on the
back. One at a time, blindfold each player, spin them, and

gently push them toward the cake. See how close they can

get their candle to the top of the birthday cake.

+ Everybody Reads: Choose your favorite Betsy-Tacy chapter to read aloud. Write down some
words that appear in this chapter, one or two words for every guest. Mix them up and give
each guest their words. Start reading aloud. When a guest hears “their” word, they should

shout it out — and now it’s their turn to read!

A Betsy-Tacy Glossary

When you're reading a book set in olden times, have you ever stopped to wonder what a certain
word means? We sure have! Here are some words we found in Betsy-Tacy that were new to us.

page 4: Mrs. Ray was moved by the entreaty.

page 5: Betsy flew to the closet, but she could not
find her pussy hood.

page 11: The silk dress rustled beautifully over two
starched petticoats which were buttoned to a
muslin underwaist over woolen underwear.

page 24: A brindle cow was sleeping under a scrub
oak tree.

page 37: “We're supposed to be in there,” Betsy
said. She felt a queer, frightened lump inside.

entreaty * an earnest or humble request

pussy hood « a warm, often fur-lined hood
that ties under the chin

muslin ¢ very fine light cotton fabric
underwaist « a thin shirt worn under a regular
shirt (sounds like a lot of clothes, doesn’t it?!)
brindle « when an animal’s coat has dark
streaks of color on a lighter background

queer * strange or odd
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Can You Spot the Differences?

Look at the drawing on the left and compare it to the drawing on the right. There are 10 differences. Can
you find them all? (Answers are on the next page .)

1 6.
2 7.
3 8.
4. 9.
5. 10.

This illustration by Lois Lenski is used with permission from HarperCollins Publishers.

Calling All Writers and Artists!

Do you enjoy making up stories like Betsy does? Or are you more artistic, like Tib? Send us a story you've

written or a picture you've drawn (maybe about one of your favorite birthday memories or birthday tradi-

tions!), and we may publish it in an upcoming newsletter. Mail it to: Betsy-Tacy Society, P.O. Box 94,
Mankato, MN 56002.
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“Spot the Differences” Answer Key

Did you catch them all?

N
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Margaret’s black hair is lighter.

Alice (with braids) now has freckles.

Tacy’s collar has a new pattern.

Katie (behind Betsy, to the left) has a hair ribbon.
Betsy now wears a heart necklace.

A candle is missing from the birthday cake.. ..
... which is now decorated with a star.

Many plates next to the cake are missing.

Dorothy (far right) is missing a hair ribbon

10. A cup is missing.
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