
R 
emember when Betsy, Tacy, and Tib made 
Everything Pudding? We decided that this was the 
perfect name for our newsletter, which we also hope 
includes some of everything that our readers find fun    

                 to read! 
  

Oh, its name is Everything Pudding. 
Its name is Everything Stew. 

Its name is Everything Cake or Pie— 
Most any old name will do. 

It’s better than strawberry shortcake.  
It’s better than apple pie. 

It’s better than chicken or ice cream or dumplings— 
We’ll eat it by and by.   

 

Did you ever make Everything Pudding? Here’s how the girls 
did it: Melt a spoonful of bacon grease in a large pan. Add some sugar, milk, 1 egg, 
thoroughly washed raisins, coffee, tea, tapioca, cornstarch, gelatin [gelatin powder], 
soda, cinnamon, ginger, allspice, cloves, nutmeg, salt, pepper, red pepper, molasses, 
bay leaves, vinegar, olive oil, mustard, oatmeal, cornmeal, farina, cocoanut, chocolate, 
butter, lard, 1 onion, syrup, saleratus [baking soda], baking powder, rice, macaroni, 
citron, vanilla, lemon flavoring, almond flavoring and rose flavoring. Cook and stir 
until done. Take one bite (just so you can tell everyone you did!) and throw out the 
rest. Be sure to clean up the kitchen afterward!  

 A Betsy-Tacy Glossary • by Shandy Weimert 
Betsy and Tacy sometimes talked a little differently than we do today. Here are some words we found 

in Betsy-Tacy, chapters 6–10, that were new to us.  
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 The illustrations by Lois Lenski and text by Maud Hart Lovelace are used with permission from HarperCollins Publishers.  

 “For we’re going to put in some of  every 
thing,  absolutely  everything there is.”   
                                  —Betsy-Tacy and Tib 

page 42: The milkman sat covered with buffalo 

robes, and from deep in the shadows came the  

glimmer of a fire. 

buffalo robes • the hide (skin) of an American 

buffalo with the hair left on, lined on one side 

with fabric; used as blankets in sleighs 

page 48: The tailor shops had men’s fashion sheets. 

But those fashion sheets were hard to get. 

fashion sheets • pamphlets with illustrations 

of patterns for sewing clothes 
page 49: The fire glowed red through the isinglass 

windows of the big hard coal heater. 

isinglass • a thin clear material used for auto-

mobile and street lantern windows in the 1900s 
page 59: [Betsy] got her coat and hood and         

overshoes and mittens out of the back parlor   

closet and put them on softly out of the side    

kitchen door.  

overshoes • rubbery larger shoes to wear over 

regular shoes during rainy or snowy weather to 

keep them dry 

page 77: And Mary let her carry her parasol, which 

was pink with ruffles around it. 

parasol • a light, pretty umbrella that ladies 

use to shade themselves from the sun 



Izzy Ahrendt is 11 years old, and she has lived 

right across the street from Tacy’s House since 

she was tiny. One day as I stepped on the Tacy 

House back porch, I saw that school had let out 

and the children were trudging up the “Big Hill” 

on their way home. Izzy ran up to me and told me 

she’d left something for Betsy-Tacy in our 

mailbox. I opened the box and took out this lovely 

illustration that Izzy drew of Tacy’s House.  

From the time they were small, Izzy and her little 

brother have visited Tacy’s House, participated in 

events, and talked with the visitors. I asked Izzy 

what it was like to live across the street from 

Tacy. She said, “Cool and fun! And I get to learn 

cool things.” 

From Izzy’s front porch, she has a bird’s-eye view 

of Betsy and Tacy’s bench tucked into the hillside 

and shaded by trees. She says that lots of visitors 

come to the Tacy House from all over the country: 

“I see people going up to the Betsy and Tacy  

Bench a lot.”  

I ask Izzy if she’s read the Betsy-Tacy books, and 

she says, “I have read a little bit.” How does her  

life growing up on the Big Hill compare to Betsy       

and Tacy’s life there? Says Izzy, “How I am similar 

to Betsy is, I wait for a kid my age to move in [to 

the neighborhood] – and also how Betsy and Tacy  

would play outside until their mom called        

them in!” 

Though the residents of the Big Hill have changed 

from 1900 to 2021, it’s fun to see how much Izzy’s 

life on the hill has in common with Betsy’s         

and Tacy’s.  
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Tacy’s Neighbor, Izzy Ahrendt • by Candy Laven  

Everything Pudding 

 

Make It Yourself: Hardly Anything Pudding 

“Tacy’s House,” drawn by Izzy Ahrendt 

Calling All Writers and Artists!  Do you enjoy making up stories like Betsy does? Or are you more artistic, like 

Tib (and Izzy!)? Send us a story you’ve written or a picture you’ve drawn – we might publish it in an upcoming 

newsletter! Mail it to: Betsy-Tacy Society, P.O. Box 94, Mankato, MN 56002.  

This pudding is so refreshing and easy to make. It has only three      

ingredients!      

     6-oz. can frozen limeade  8-oz. container Cool Whip 

     14-oz. can sweetened                Optional: whipped cream and four 

       condensed milk     slices of lime 

Mix all ingredients together in a bowl. Pour into four pudding cups 

and refrigerate for 1 hour. Serve, and enjoy! Optional: Top each cup 

with a spoonful of whipped cream and garnish with a slice of lime. 



Summer 2021 

Neighborhood Games • by Shandy Weimert and Jen Davis-Kay 

Betsy and Tacy played these games with the kids in their neighborhood. Do they sound fun to you? 

Pom-Pom-Pullaway: One player is the catcher, who stands in the middle of the playing area. 

Players stands together on one side of the playing area, facing the catcher. When the catcher yells 

“Pom-pom-pullaway,” players run toward the other side while the catcher tries to tag them. Anyone 

who’s tagged helps the catcher tag the others during the next round. The object is to get everybody 

in the center. The game ends when all players have been caught. 

Run Sheep Run: Set up a “sheep pen” and a “fox den” (two areas on opposite sides of the playing 

area). Make sure everyone knows how far away the sheep can go to hide. Players split into two 

groups: sheep and foxes. Sheep and foxes must all stay together for the entire game. The sheep 

choose someone to be “Old Ram,” and the foxes choose the “Fox King.” The foxes go to the fox den 

and cover their eyes while the sheep hide. Once the sheep are hidden, Old Ram tells the foxes, “My 

sheep are hiding—you will never find them!” The Fox King leads the foxes to look for the sheep (all 

together!). Old Ram stays with the foxes. When Old Ram thinks the sheep have a good chance to 

make it back to the sheep pen without being caught, Old Ram yells, “Run, sheep, run!” Foxes and 

sheep race to the sheep pen! If the sheep get there first, they get to be foxes in the next round.  

A Betsy-Tacy Word Search 
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A K B E M R S P O P P Y 

G A I B A S A N D U A M 

L T R N R T I B C D P M 

A I T A G L R T L D A M 

S E H I A O I E L I Z A 

S T D F R I F B E N F M 

P O A I E S O S R G T M 

I P Y T T I B J P A G A 

T S B A B Y B E E A R T 

C Y J U L I A S M Z I Y 

H F L Y I N G L A D Y N 

E S B E T S Y R N O S T 

R E N A B E G G I N G A 

T E N Y E A R S O L D C 

O L D B U S H A R A O Y 

Can you find all of these words? The words go from left to right, or top to bottom, or diagonally left to 

right heading downward. The answers are on the next page. 

 

 

Baby Bee 
Begging 
Betsy 
Big Hill 
Birthday 
Egg 

Eliza 
Glass pitcher 
Julia 
Katie 
King of Spain 
Library  

Mamma 
Margaret 
Mrs. Poppy 
Naifi 
Old Bushara 
Papa 

Pudding 
Rena 
Sand 
Tacy 
Ten years old 
Tib 

Topsy 
   Tree  



In Ways to Make Sunshine by Renée Watson, Ryan Hart’s dad just lost his job at the post office and he now 

works the midnight shift at another job, which pays less. When Ryan’s parents offer Ryan and her brother ice 

cream before dinner, Ryan knows that bad news is coming. Turns out: the family is moving. The new house 

is much smaller, which takes some getting used to—especially when Ryan’s best friend moves to a much  

bigger, fancier house. Ryan deals with various ups and downs: having to recite a speech in church on Easter 

Sunday, figuring out what to do with her hair, and trying to choose a “talent” for the grade 4 talent show. 

Ryan is a funny, honest, and endearing character who has great insights on family, friendship, and race. If 

you read this book, let us know what you think! 

 

 

Summer Reading Recommendation • by Janet Dawson 

Word Search answers – how’d you do? 

The Betsy-Tacy Society 
P.O. Box 94 
Mankato, MN 56002 
 
Email: BTSMankato@gmail.com 
Phone: (507) 345-9777 
Website: www.betsy-tacysociety.org 
Facebook: www.facebook.com/betsytacy 

Membership Expiration: 


