
T hen came the exciting first snow, and 
this was followed by more snow and more. 
At last the drifts rising beside the sidewalk 
were higher than [Betsy’s and Tacy’s] heads. 

Betsy and Tacy lay down in the drifts and 
spread out their arms to make angels. They 
rolled the snow into balls and had battles 
with Julia and Katie. They started a snowman 
in the vacant lot, and added to him day after day until . . . before a thaw came . . . he was as 
fat as Mrs. Chubbock. 

The snow was fun while there was sun to glitter on it from a sky as bright and blue as Tacy’s 
eyes. But after a time the weather grew cold; it was too cold for Betsy and Tacy to play in 
the snow any more. Their hands inside mittens ached, and their feet inside overshoes grew 
numb. The wind nipped their faces in their snugly tied hoods; their breath froze on the 
bright scarves knotted around their necks. 

—from Betsy-Tacy by Maud Hart Lovelace 

Microwave Cinnamon Toast • Submitted by Piper Black

Did you know that you can make cinnamon toast . . . in 

a microwave?? Piper is 8 years old, and she doesn’t use 

a toaster yet – but she enjoys making cinnamon toast 

for breakfast or as a snack for her two sisters and 

brother. So Piper figured out how to use a microwave 

oven for this recipe! You’ll need: 

4 slices of bread 

4 tablespoons sugar 

4 teaspoons cinnamon 

2 bowls, a plate, a knife, and a spoon 

Put the butter in a microwave-safe bowl and soften it in the microwave for 12 seconds. Place 4 slices of bread 
on a plate. Spread each slice of bread with a tablespoon of butter. Mix the sugar and cinnamon in another 
bowl, and then use a spoon to sprinkle the cinnamon-sugar over the bread, dividing it evenly. Microwave the 

bread slices for 45 seconds or until the sugar has melted into the butter.  

Use the 
microwave to 
cook up a tasty 
winter snack! 
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The excerpt from Betsy-Tacy by Maud Hart Lovelace (on this page) and the illustration by Lois Lenski (on p. 4) are used with  
permission from HarperCollins Publishers. 



Here’s a fun activity to do as soon as the snow 
melts: make pretty ladybug stones to put 
around your yard for a neat decoration!  

Your first job is to collect some stones – nice 
flat ones with a round or oval shape. Wash 
your stones in warm, soapy water and let them 
dry completely. 

Here’s what else you’ll need: 

 red and black tissue paper, cut into small 
squares 

 scissors 

 a small paintbrush 

 Mod Podge (dishwasher-safe gloss you can 
get at a craft store) 

 “googly eyes,” two per ladybug 

Have you ever done “decoupage”? This is just a 
fancy word for gluing tissue paper onto 
something. You will decoupage each stone by 
(1) placing a square of red tissue paper on the
stone and (2) painting over it with Mod Podge.
Continue layering tissue paper over the stone
and painting it with Mod Podge until you are
satisfied with the redness of your ladybug.
Now take your black tissue paper and cover
one end of the rock – this will be the ladybug’s

face. You’ll probably want a few layers here 
too. 

Now the dots! Use your scissors to cut some 
small black circles from the black tissue paper. 
Place them on the red paper, and paint over 
each dot with Mod Podge.  

Next you’ll make the ladybug’s antennae. 
Twist a square of black tissue paper between 
your fingers, then smooth Mod Podge over it. 
Use the wooden end of your paintbrush to 
press it onto the rock. Make two antennae for 
each ladybug. 

While the Mod Podge is still wet, attach two 
googly eyes to the stone. Congratulations! 
You’ve made a ladybug stone! But be sure to 
allow all your ladybugs to dry completely 
before letting them go outside.   

Adapted from www.firefliesandmudpies.com
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“Leaves: A Betsy-Tacy Story” • by Kelly Striegel, St. Paul, Minnesota 
This story first appeared in the Betsy-Tacy Society Journal, Spring/Summer 1996. When Kelly was in fourth grade, she 

wrote an additional chapter for Betsy-Tacy and Tib as a class assignment. Her chapter appears here. 

It soon became Autumn, and the trees grew crisp 

and their leaves started falling off. Betsy and Tacy 

were watching their older sisters, Julia and Katie, 

try to help out by getting rid of the leaves. But 

Betsy and Tacy knew their sisters were only trying 

to make themselves look as if they were taking a  

lot of responsibility. 

“Why, we could do that if we wanted to,” 

exclaimed Betsy.  

Tacy’s eyes gleamed with excitement. “You really 

think we could?” 

“I bet so. Shall we go over to Tib’s house to see 
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if she can help us?” 

“We shall,” Tacy said. So off to Tib’s house they 

went. On the way to Tib’s house, Tacy found two 

shiny pennies. 

“We could buy some candy from the candy shop 

for you, Tib, and me,” said Betsy. 

“That would be grand!” 

Soon they came to Tib’s house and knocked on 

the door. The hired woman, Matilda, answered 

the door and said Tib could come to play. Tib 

came rushing out the door in an instant. 

“Tib, we are going to help by moving leaves,” said 

Tacy. Tib didn’t have to ask any questions. 

They came to the candy shop and Tacy explained 

briefly about the pennies. They decided to get 

gumdrops. The girls were excited about the 

leaves, so they were in and out of the candy store 

in a flash. They ran as fast as they could to get to 

Betsy’s house before all the leaves were gone. 

Finally, they got to Betsy’s house. And to their 

amazement Julia and Katie were gone! 

“We have the whole backyard to ourselves!” 

exclaimed Tib. They got to work right away on 

the pile that Julie and Katie had started earlier. 

Suddenly Betsy tripped over a twig and fell face 

first into the pile of leaves they had been working 

so hard on. Betsy started laughing. Then they all 

started laughing. 

“Let me try it next,” said Tib. “Since I was the 

best flyer, maybe I’m the best jumper.” Tib 

decided to do a half turn into the leaves. Betsy 

and Tacy clapped wildly. 

Then it was Tacy’s turn and she looked kind of 

scared, but Tib and Betsy didn’t say anything. 

She jumped in and laughed. It started becoming 

a game. A little song came into Betsy’s head that 

went like this: 

My turn, your turn, do a half turn, 

jumping in leaves, jumping leaves and 

sometimes jumping on our knees! 

Whoever’s turn ended up on “do a half turn” or 

“on our knees,” they would have to do it! 

The sun started going down and it was time to 

eat, so the girls ate as fast as they could. In 

fifteen minutes, they were all back at Betsy’s 

house and jumping in the leaves and singing the 

song. Suddenly they heard the talking of Julia 

and Katie coming closer and closer. “What have 

you done?!!” the big girls exclaimed. Betsy, Tacy, 

and Tib froze. 

“We were jumping in the . . . uhh . . . the . . . 

uh . . . leaves.” 

“Pick them up, all of them, right this minute!” 

Julia said. So Betsy, Tacy, and Tib picked all the 

leaves up.  

But they didn’t mind. For they knew snow 

would soon fall and they could jump in the 

mounds of snow that their sisters shoveled. 

The three girls sat on their bench on the hill. 

Just then it started snowing – and their idea 

about the snow would soon come true. 
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NOW IT’S YOUR TURN! 

Did you like this story? Would you like to try writing a story about Betsy, Tacy, and Tib – maybe 

showing those three girls doing something that you and your friends like to do? Send us your 

story, and we might publish it in an upcoming newsletter! 



It was March in Minnesota when Betsy first met 

Tacy. What’s the weather like in March where 

you live? In Minnesota, it’s 

COLD. Betsy’s mother won’t 

let her go outside to meet 

Tacy without putting on her 

winter things. Betsy must 

wear a “pussy hood” (a hat 

that fits close to her head 

and ties under her chin), a 

coat, overshoes, and mittens 

just to walk a little past her 

front yard. But she’s also wearing a dress, and all that covers 

her legs are some black woolen stockings. Do you suppose 

her legs are cold? It’s the 1890s, remember – snow pants 

won’t be invented for another 50 years!  

When Betsy Met Tacy: Winter Clothes for Cold Weather 

What do you have to wear when you play 
outside in the winter? Draw it here! 

The Betsy-Tacy Society 
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Mankato, MN 56002 
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