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Playing Paper Dolls • by Jen  

 

 

One of my favorite chapters in Betsy-Tacy is when the girls play with paper 

dolls. I loved my paper dolls when I was a little girl. Betsy and Tacy cut their 

dolls out of fashion magazines, and my favorites were the ones I cut out of   

pattern books (huge catalogues of patterns and instructions for sewing your 

own clothes). The girls in those drawings looked so grown-up and cool; I   

loved making up stories about them and moving them around as they acted 

out my exciting ideas. The lives of older girls always seemed much more          

interesting to me than my own life. But Betsy and Tacy are more   

interested in stories about girls just their age: 

“What shall we name the five-year-olds today?” Tacy asked Betsy. 

The five-year-olds were the most important members of the large     

doll families. Everything pleasant happened to them. They had all     

the adventures. 

The eight-year-olds lived very dull lives; and they were always given 

very plain names. 

In America, the first manufactured paper doll (which included clothes that you 

could cut out and dress the doll with) was called “Little Henry,” produced in 

1812—more than 80 years before the real-life Betsy and Tacy were born. So, the 

girls’ parents probably could have bought paper dolls at a store, but it doesn’t 

sound like they ever did. I loved the paper dolls you could buy, too. There is  

something so thrilling about cutting out the outfits as you dream about all the 

places your dolls will go in your imagination! (Are you surprised that the first   

paper doll you could buy featured a boy? I sure am!) 

Did you know?                                                     
The Betsy-Tacy Society now 

sells Betsy-Tacy paper dolls with 

outfits based on the clothes described in the first four books! 

There are eight dolls (Betsy, Julia, Margaret, Mr. and Mrs. Ray, 

Tacy, Tib, and Winona) and 48 different outfits for some of our 

favorite moments from the stories, including Betsy’s fifth   

birthday party, playing dress-up, making Everything Pudding, 

and going Christmas shopping. Inside each cover is a backdrop 

scene from the front parlor of Betsy’s house. I don’t play with 

paper dolls any more, but I love looking at all these pretty 

clothes. Especially when you’re indoors on a cold snowy day, 

it’s a lot of fun to imagine different lives and interesting        

activities for your paper friends. 

“The History and Adventures                                   

of Little Henry” 
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Everything Pudding 

Whether you’re in your backyard, at a favorite spot far from home, or some-
where inside your house, camping is one of the grandest adventures you can 
have—a chance to immerse yourself in a new environment and experience a 
new way of living in harmony with siblings, friends, pets, and nature. 

When I was a kid and it was too cold to play outside, I loved having indoor 
campouts. Gee whiz! Setting up a tent or building a fort is fun at any age,   
but it’s especially fun to do it indoors in the middle of winter. Indoor     
camping does take a little imagination—and everything is more fun when  
you do it with a friend, right?—so be sure to invite a friend to share your 
campout with you!  

Once you make sure it’s okay with your grown-up, look for a place in your 
house large enough to set up a tent. Be creative! Consider your living room, 
porch, basement, garage, attic . . . Push the furniture out of the way to  
make more room. If you don’t have a tent, you can make one by stretching 
sheets over a rope (like in the photo) or draping them over the backs of 
kitchen chairs.  

Now make your tent cozy. Spread out sleeping bags or blankets inside the 
tent and add a HUGE pile of pillows. For lights and a pretend campfire, we 
used flashlights and battery-operated candles—but Christmas lights would work too. They give off just 
enough light to imagine a star-lit night in the forest.  

Once your tent is set up, it’s time to think about food. There is no better camping meal than hamburgers and 
hot dogs. Load your plate with chips, pickles, maybe some carrot sticks, and fill a glass with something yummy 
to drink. And what’s a campout without S’mores for dessert?! Wait—S’mores indoors?? Yes! You should ask a 
grown-up for help, but you can make the best-tasting S’mores ever by using the oven broiler and a foil-lined 
cookie sheet to toast the marshmallows.                                                                                                     

As the sun begins to set, snuggle up under your blankets and watch a winter-themed movie. Then grab a   
flashlight or two to cast a shadowy backdrop for some ghost stories. Happy camping! 

It’s fun to get something in the mail, isn’t it? A BTT Club pen pal is 

someone just your age that you can write letters to and get mail 

from. A lot of our BTT Club members already have pen pals, and 

we would like to share some of their stories in the next newsletter. 

Get ready, pen pals—we’ll be in touch!  

Not sure what to write about? Tell your pen pal about yourself: 

where you live and go to school, what you do after school and on 

weekends, maybe even what you like to have for snack. Ask them 

questions about what their life is like. Tell them if you have broth-

ers and sisters and if you get along with them better than Julia and 

Betsy do. Talk about some of your favorite Betsy-Tacy moments. (Did you ever make Everything Pudding     

or color sand with Easter egg dye or try to learn how to fly?) You can also send your pen pal pictures that   

you draw or color. If this is something you’d like to try, please ask your parents to email or call us (our               

information is on the mailing page of this newsletter). 
 

The text by Maud Hart Lovelace and illustrations by Lois Lenski in this newsletter are used with permission from HarperCollins Publishers.  

Indoor Camping • by Candy  

Betsy-Tacy Pen Pals  
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Reading Corner • by Janet and Shelley  

On a winter day, there’s nothing we love more than curling up with a good book and a 

cup of something warm and delicious! Here are some of our recent favorites.  
 

Mel Fell by Corey R. Tabor (picture book): One day when Mama’s away from the nest, 
Mel decides she’s going to try flying. “It sure is a long drop,” her brother comments. 
“Aren’t you scared?” her sister asks. “Yes,” says Mel, “but I won’t let that stop me.” Off she 
goes, spreading her wings and diving straight down, past owls, bees, ants, spiders, and 
other tree inhabitants, who all try, unsuccessfully, to break her fall. Finally, Mel lands 
headfirst—in the water! She dives deep, catches a fish, and heads out again, flying back up 
the tree. The animals she passed on the way down watch in amazement, cheering her all 
the way back to the nest, where she is joyously greeted by Mama and her siblings. (The 
fish gets released and has his own dive back into the water.) Says Janet, “This book is just 
pure fun. It’s designed to be read top to bottom instead of side to side. I’ve read this book 
to a lot of classes, and kids (and teachers) love it. The slug always gets a laugh!” 
 

Nixie Ness, Cooking Star by Claudia Mills (early chapter book, part of the After-
School Superstars series): Third-graders Nixie Ness and Grace Levine have been best 
friends since they were two years old, and they spend every afternoon at Nixie’s house. 
But one day Nixie’s mom announces that Nixie will have to go to the cooking camp after-
school program, and Grace will spend her afternoons at their classmate Elyse’s house. The 
other children at cooking camp are nice, and the recipes they make are delicious—but 
Nixie is jealous about Grace spending so much time with Elyse, and she worries that she’s 
losing her best friend. Friendship, cooking camp, comedy, and drama are the ingredients 
of a fun and funny read. Shelley adds, “Nixie’s cooking projects definitely sound yummier 
than Everything Pudding!”  
 

 

A Place to Hang the Moon by Kate Albus (chapter book): The story is set in World 
War II England. We meet William, Edmund, and Anna at the funeral of their            
grandmother, a cold woman that no one really misses, except for the fact that she was 
their last    living relative. The three orphans are determined to stay together, and they 
decide to evacuate London with a group of children from a local school, hoping to find a 
permanent family. Their first foster parents seem okay . . . but their twin sons are nasty 
bullies. When Edmund puts a dead snake in one of their beds, the boy takes revenge in a 
way that gets all three kids kicked out of the house. They next land at the home of a poor 
woman with four small children whose husband is at war and whose hard circumstances 
have made her stingy and a little mean. The kids’ one refuge is the library and the kind 
librarian, Mrs. Müller, who’s shunned by the other villagers for reasons the children can’t 
understand. Will they ever find the forever family they dream of?  

Look who dropped by Betsy’s House on a snowy day!  BTS employee 

Sarah Urban snapped this picture, but she was too late to capture the 

deer actually on Betsy’s porch! Wouldn’t that have been a great   

photo? 

 An Unexpected Visitor at Betsy’s House  

https://betsy-tacysociety.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=4d2f65fe513f0461015433f1b&id=869bbe8f53&e=703b3413cd


Two young friends recently sent us          

pictures of their art, which we loved        

seeing. The drawings are by Autumn     

Ainsley Lanterman, who is six years old   

and lives in Post Falls, Idaho. She told us, 

“Last summer I was voted Queen of       

Summer in my neighborhood (6               

signatures total).” We are so excited to   

meet a real-life Queen of  Summer! 

Lizzie Karl, from Rock Island, Illinois,      

visited Mankato (Betsy’s Deep Valley)      

this past summer and had fun coloring     

the pages of the Betsy-Tacy Coloring      

Book. She and her mom had just finished 

reading Betsy and Tacy Go Downtown      

and they especially loved visiting Betsy’s real-life library. (It’s an art center now, not a library any more, but 

it still looks very much the way it did when Betsy first stepped inside.)  

Now it’s your turn! Do you enjoy making up stories like Betsy does? Or are you more artistic, like Tib? 

Send us a story you’ve written or a picture you’ve drawn, and we may publish it in an upcoming newsletter.  

The Betsy-Tacy Society 
P.O. Box 94 
Mankato, MN 56002 
 
Email: info@betsy-tacysociety.org 
Phone: (507) 345-9777 
Website: www.betsy-tacysociety.org 
Facebook: www.facebook.com/betsytacy 

Membership Expiration Date: 

Readers Share Their Art  


