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ONE PERSON MAKING A DIFFERENCE

e’re excited to share some news about BTT Club

member Julia Barnes in Elkridge, Maryland.
When Julia was a nine-year-old Girl Scout, she learned
about the lack of fresh water in Africa and that girls her
own age were the ones who had to do most of the work
of collecting and carrying the water. Julia learned about
The Water Project, which provides access to safe and
reliable water across sub-Saharan Africa, and she was
motivated to do something. First, she set up a web-
page for people to donate money to build a well for
a community in Africa—and then she wrote a book
called Willa’s Adventures, published in 2020. All of her
proceeds from this book go to The Water Project!

Says Julia:

In Africa, there’s water, but there’s not fresh water,
so that’s why we people in the USA, in a water-rich
country, want to build wells and, like, get some
tubes and get that water all the way over to Africa
on the other side of the planet.

And now Julia has a new project! Her dad, Tom Barnes,
tells us, “Julia just published her second book, called
The Best Chef. She’s selling these books to raise money
for No Kid Hungry, an awesome organization that helps
to provide meals to kids all across the country. Each
book will raise enough money to provide 35 meals. Her
goal is to raise $1,000, which will provide 10,000 meals
to hungry kids.”

Says Julia:

I know that kids are living in desperate hunger.
Some of my friends at school are living like this.

| don’t want that to happen any more. If every
person donated at least $10, we could change this.
Please help kids in America get the food they need
every day. Not every other day—EVERY day.

Julia was introduced
to the Betsy-Tacy
books by her Nana
Ruth, who says,

“She tolerated me
reading the books
out loud to her—and
then I found out

the little scamp was
reading them on her
own on the sly! [ am
proud as the dickens
of her”

Julia’s instinct to

help other kids reminds us of how Tacy

overcame her shyness to defend Naifi when the bad
boys taunted her. No one is too young to stand up for
others who need help. We are so thrilled to share what
one of our members is doing to help make the world a
better place.

See Julia’s story here:
youtube.com/watch?v=cGg_I|6F_6mo

Donate to Julia’s No Kid Hungry fundraiser here:
http://tinyurl.com/nokidhungryjb

Donate to Julia’s Water Project fundraiser here:
thewaterproject.org/community/profile/
juliaswaterproject

See Julia’s interviews on WBAL Baltimore news:
« https://tinyurl.com/y5cu3ep2
* https://tinyurl.com/3b7dsyw2

The Best Chef and Willa’s Adventures are available

for purchase on Amazon.com.

The Lois Lenski illustrations in this newsletter are used with permission from HarperCollins Publishers.



CRAFT PROJECT: PINE CONE ART

A BETSsY-TAcY MAZE

It’s the time of year when leaves and pine cones are
falling. Here are some fun facts from Michigan State
University Extension about pine cones you might not
know:

 Pine cones only come from pine trees, although all
conifers (such as fir and spruce trees and juniper
shrubs) produce cones.

o The main function of a pine cone is to keep a pine
tree’s seeds safe.

« Pine cones close their scales to protect the seeds
from cold temperatures, wind, and even animals
that might try to eat them.

 Pine cones can stay on trees for more than 10 years
before dropping to the ground.

o All conifers produce male and female cones, but
male pine cones are so small, you may never notice
them!

Pine cones have many uses, including heating,
insulating—and decorating!

To make pine cone decorations, start by choosing the
best pine cones you can find. Wash them, and let them
dry thoroughly. Once your pine cones are fully dry,
you can try some of the fun ideas below.

If you make any of these, please send us a photo. Wed
love to spotlight your art in an upcoming issue!

Enjoy the season of pine cones!

Turkeys: Glue feathers to the wide end of the =~ Holiday trees: Glue beads to the ~ Zinnias: Use spray-paint to spray the
pine cone, then glue eyes and a beak to the tips of the pine cones. Top with a cones bright colors. Once the paint has

small end of the cone. large bead.

dried, turn over each cone and paint a
yellow center.

If youd like a same-age pen pal - or if you want to share some of your art or a story you've written — or if you have a
question about Betsy-Tacy or anything in Deep Valley - or if youd like to tell us about a good book you’ve read - please

rite to us! Our contact info is on the mailing page.
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We love this picture of Tib drawn by
BTT Club member Bella Geisler, age 9, in
Shakopee, Minnesota!




READING CORNER

If you especially like Betsy-Tacy, try the Bink & Gollie series by Kate DiCamillo. Bink is short
and curious; Gollie is tall and imaginative. Together, they are best friends, roller-skating
through adventures far and wide. These two are delightful young friends—shades of Betsy and
Tacy! (And Kate DiCamillo is a Minnesota-based author, even better!)

If you especially like Betsy-Tacy and Tib, try the Cobble Street Cousins series by Cynthia
Rylant. Three cousins live with their aunt while their professional-dancer parents tour the
world. Lily, Tess, and Rosie have lots of neighborhood adventures—baking and selling cookies
and putting on theatricals. They would have been great friends with Betsy, Tacy, and Tib!

If you especially like Betsy and Tacy Go Over the Big Hill, try the One Crazy Summer series by %
Rita Williams-Garcia. Eleven-year-old Delphine is like a mom to her sisters, Vonetta and Fern.
She’s had to be, ever since their mother left them seven years ago. But when the sisters arrive
from Brooklyn to spend a summer with mom Cecile, she’s nothing like they imagined. The
girls learn a lot about their family, their country, and themselves during one truly crazy
summer. Delphine is on the challenging path of growing up, just like two-numbers-in-her-age
Betsy.

[Jara: Ellie
If you especially like Betsy and Tacy Go Downtown, try The Show Must Go On series by Ruth
McNally Barshaw. When Ellie McDoodle signs up to help with her school’s production of The HESREES
Wizard of Oz, she never expected it to be so much work! There are sets to help paint, costumes
to plan, parts to cast—and as stage manager, Ellie has to quickly figure out solutions when one

thing after another goes wrong.
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