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AN INDOOR GAME FOR A SNOWY DAY

g; it'’s snowing too hard or too cold for you to play

outside, you can chase away the winter doldrums by
playing games! This suitcase memory game doesn’t
need a lot of space and can be played with two or
more people of any age.

Here’s how to play: The first person begins by saying,

“I went on vacation, and I took an “ ” [an

item beginning with the letter A]. The next person

says, “I went on vacation and I took an Photograph by Michelle Isebrand Photography

[the item beginning with A] and a You can make the game even more challenging by
[a new item beginning with the letter B].” The next adding an adjective with the same starting letter as
person adds an item beginning with the letter C to each item. For example, “I went on vacation, and I
the list, and so on. The more items you add, the more  took an amazing antelope, a brown bear, a crunchy
challenging the game becomes! cactus .. ” and so on.

The winner is the player who can remember the It’s easy to imagine Betsy, Tacy, and Tib playing
most items from the list. games like this on a winter afternoon, isn’t it?

CRAFT PROJECT: WINTER BUBBLE-WRAP TREE

What you'll need: A sheet of blue cardstock, black paint, white paint, bubble wrap, paint brush, and scissors

Step 1: Draw an outline of a tree trunk and branches on your blue cardstock, and then fill in your tree with
black paint. Don’t worry about going outside the lines; some random flecks of paint make your branches look
more natural. Let the paint dry.

Step 2: Paint some individual bubbles on the bubble wrap with white paint.

Step 3: Place the painted bubble wrap on the tree, and press down firmly—then remove the bubble wrap to
reveal the snow! Repeat this step until your tree is filled with snowy prints.

Adapted from Arty Crafty Kids (www.
artycraftykids.com/art/winter-bubble-wrap
tree/).




SET UP YOUR OWN HOT CHOCOLATE BAR!

ygmperatures are falling, and it’s the perfect time for hot
cocoa. Why not invite some friends over for a movie and a hot
drink at your own cocoa bar?

The first thing to decide is how to keep your cocoa hot. A
slow-cooker works great, but a large carafe or even a thermos
can work too.

Next, decide where to set it up. If you're using a slow-cooker,
choose a table or counter near an electrical outlet. Put the cocoa
container and mugs or disposable hot cups on one end.

Now for the fun part: choosing your toppings! Here are some
ideas:

«  Marshmallows of all sizes

«  Chocolate chips or chocolate shavings (scrape a

chocolate bar with a vegetable peeler)

o Peppermint bark, chopped

«  Peppermint candy, chopped probably need to ask a grown-up for help.

» Toffee bits

o  Whipped cream

o Caramel sauce or cut-up caramels

« Chocolate syrup

« Rainbow sprinkles

Shaker of cinnamon or cinnamon-sugar

% cup water

1% cups cocoa powder
15 teaspoon salt

1% cups sugar

1 gallon milk

1 tablespoon vanilla extract
Mason jars make great containers for toppings. You might tie

festive ribbons around the rims and add labels to identify each
topping. Cake stands are great for displaying a bunch of

Pour the water into a large saucepan, and heat it until it
starts to boil (with constant bubbles). Add the cocoa, salt,
and sugar, and carefully whisk the mixture until it’s well-

different toppings. blended. Cook over medium heat, stirring several times,
Be sure to have some spoons or plastic coffee stirrers available. until it boils. Let it boil for 2 minutes, stirring a few times.
You can also offer candy canes or cinnamon sticks to use as Slowly add the milk, and whisk again. Heat the mixture
stirrers. and keep stirring in a figure-8 pattern, being sure to scrape
Of course, the most important part of any hot chocolate bar is the bottom and sides. (You might want to try a little taste
the hot chocolate itself! Here’s a recipe from the at this point to make sure the flavor is how you want it—
Hersheyland website. Since you cook it on the stove, you will and then add more cocoa powder, sugar, or milk if

needed.) When it is about to boil (a few bubbles begin

popping up), remove the pan from the heat, and stir in the

> vanilla. Pour it into a slow cooker, carafe, or thermos to

keep warm until ready to serve.

We love this picture of Tib drawn by
BTT Club member Bella Geisler, age
9, in Shakopee, Minnesotal

If you'd like a same-age pen pal—or if you want to share
some of your art or a story you’ve written or a craft you've
done—or if you have a question about Betsy-Tacy or
anything in Deep Valley—or if you’'d like to tell us about a
good book you’ve read—please write to us! Our contact
info is on the mailing page.




A “HAPPY SPRING!” PuzzLE

March 20 is the first day of spring! All the farm animals in Deep Valley are excited to greet one another
after a long winter in the barn. Help them gather in the barnyard and welcome a beautiful spring day by
making your own springtime barnyard puzzle. Here’s what to do:

1. Glue this page onto a thin piece of cardboard.

2. Carefully cut out the puzzle pieces (ask a grown-up for help, if needed).
3. Put your puzzle together!

A QUESTION FROM BTT CLUB MEMBER REBECCA RASMUSSEN, AGE 11

Question: Is there a group chat for BTT Club members my age? Answer: Group chats are not an official
Betsy-Tacy Society project; this is something our young members do on their own. Rebecca would love to
start a group chat for anyone who’s interested. Please email Jennifer@betsy-tacysociety.org if you'd like to be
part of this or learn more, and Jen will pass along your contact information to Rebecca.




READING CORNER

While reading is fun in any season, there’s something especially wonderful about snuggling under a PLEEF'}"’F
blanket with a book on a cold winter day! Here are some ideas for your winter reading. B ﬁﬁ

If you especially like Betsy-Tacy, try Anna Banana and the Friendship Split, a series by Anica x

Mrose Rissi. Anna and Sadie have been best friends for as long as anyone can remember—so Anna e
is shocked when Sadie suddenly starts a terrible fight that Anna never saw coming. Anna will do e
anything to fix the friendship . . . but should having a best friend be this much work?? cr
If you especially like Betsy-Tacy and Tib, try the Jasmine Toguchi, Mochi Queen series fﬁ"iﬁ

by Debbi Michiko Florence. Jasmine, age 8, is a flamingo fan, tree climber, and top-notch mess-maker—| E‘?ﬁ o
and she’s tired of big sister Sophie always getting to do things first! For once, Jasmine wishes SHE could
do something before Sophie—something special! something different!

If you especially like Betsy and Tacy Go Over the Big Hill, try Other Words for Home by
Jasmine Warga. When military fighting comes too close to their hometown, Jude and her mother
leave their family in Syria to come to the U.S., where they must adjust to a new culture, a new life, and
unexpected surprises—including a school musical that Jude might just try out for. If Naifi came to
America now instead of 100+ years ago, might her story be like this one?

If you especially like Betsy and Tacy Go Downtown, try the Front Desk series by Kelly Yang.

Mia Tang wants to be a writer, but her mom thinks she should stick to math because English is not her
first language. It will take all of Mia’s courage, kindness, and hard work to get through this year. Mia is
an excellent writer, just like Betsy Ray, and readers get to watch her skills grow throughout this
wonderful series!
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