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Committee Reviews Feasibility
of Tib’s House Acquisition

Tib’s House Committee was formed last fall to explore the
feasibility of buying “Tib’s house” on the corner of Bradley
and Byron Streets in Mankato. In Betsy-Tacy and Tib, readers
learn that “Tib lived in a chocolate-colored house which was
the most beautiful house Betsy and Tacy had ever been in.” It
is “one block down and one block over” from where Betsy and

Tacy lived. Henry Gerlach, a prominent Mankato architect and
father of Marjorie ‘Midge’ Gerlach (Tib), designed the house
in the late 1800s.

On March 10, 2011 the Board of Directors voted to accept the

following recommendation from the committee:

After reviewing the information from the City of Mankato and
discussing possible income sources, Tib’s House Committee
concludes that the Betsy-Tacy Society is financially unable
to purchase Tib’s house at this time. Adequate funds and
volunteers are not available for the purchase, restoration, and
long-term maintenance of the property.

The recommendation was the result of much research and
discussion. Many BTS members hoped the Society could
purchase the chocolate-colored house. Many members had
offered financial pledges of support along with suggestions
regarding use of the property. However, many other members
were concerned about the financial obligations involved with
this large purchase.

The committee knew it was imperative to develop a revenue
stream to cover all related expenses. It met twice with city
planning and zoning officials to determine what could be done
with the property. The purchase price, monthly expenses,
restoration costs, and anticipated income were considered.

Because Tib’s house is in a neighborhood zoned R-2, no
commercial uses, such as office space rentals, are permitted.
If the BTS bought the property, it could apply for a rental
housing license, but there would be additional expenses to
comply with current city licensing codes. If it were granted a
rental license, the BTS could rent all or part of the home in
one- and two-family units.

A conditional use permit is required for other uses, such as
museums. Property owners submit their plans, and the city
analyzes the property before granting approval. There are off-
street parking requirements.

The current owner graciously gave the committee a tour of his
home from attic to basement. The BTS board has appreciated
the opportunity to consider buying Tib’s house, but believes it
is financially impossible at this time. Maybe someday it will be.

By Susan Brown

Volunteers Keeping Busy

Our Victorian Christmas included many costumed volunteers and carolers. From left:
Alex Oldenburg, Ana-Brit Asplen, Halle Blais, and Susan Hynes.

Volunteers spent two Saturdays in March cleaning and preparing Betsy’s and Tacy’s
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while Jim Hilgert washed windows.

The Betsy-Tacy Society partnered with the South Central Service Cooperative in
the Young Writers and Artists Conference (YWAC) at Bethany College this spring,
promoting Maud’s legacy through journaling. Above, Board President Susan Brown
shares Betsy-Tacy stories with young writers. Below: Brown and Board Vice
President Jackie Hilgert assisted YWAC participants in creating their own personal
journals while learning about Betsy-Tacy.
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Heavy Snows Hard on the BTS Finances

This has been a particularly hard winter here in Deep Valley.
More snow than many of us can remember. Because of this,
we have had bills over $1,200 in snow removal from our walks
and driveway and a $1,350 bill to clear the ice off of Betsy’s
house. This was critical so that the ice-build-up would not
cause damage to the beautifully restored home.
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Memorial Walkway Makes a Lasting Impression

The paver fundraiser has been significant in helping to raise
much needed funds to help with the continuing restoration
and maintenance of our two literary landmarks. For more
information on how you can be part of this project, check out
our website.

Visitors from across the country tell us they enjoy reading
the inscriptions and meaningful memorials given by the BTS
supporters and Maud Hart Lovelace fans. Here are just a
couple comments from donors who've received photos of their
installed pavers:

“Thank you for the update and for the photo! It’s been hard, but
Lve kept this a secret from my wife all summer long. I can’t wait
to show her the photo. We'll try to get out and see it in person as
soon as possible.” [Their paver is about being modern day Betsy

and Joe.]

“Thank you so much for the picture of our paver! My childhood
was made richer by the Betsy-Tacy books and I passed them onto
my daughter, Michelle, and bought the series for my granddaughter,
Justice, who I know will love them as much as her Mother and I
did and still do! Blessings to all of you and your devoted volunteers
who help keep this legacy alive.” - Rhonda Joa
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MHL Society publishes songbook

The Maud Hart Lovelace Society has published The Betsy-Tacy
Songbook. It is available at www.maudhartlovelacesociety.com.

MHLS members Barbara Carter,
Jennifer Marshall and Kathy Baxter
assembled the 212-page book,
scanning original vintage copies of
the titles chosen for what they say
is a “first volume” of songs from
the beloved Maud Hart Lovelace
books. Both the sheet music covers
and the sheet music are included.
Further, there is information about
each song and where it appears in
the Betsy-Tacy books. Biographical information about two of
the musical stars, Chauncey Olcott and Joe E. Howard, also
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is included. There are 40 songs in the 8 %2 by 11 inch volume:
Alexander’s Ragtime Band, Because You're You, Brown October
Ale, By the Beautiful Sea, The Cat Duet, Cheyenne (Shy-
Ann), Come Josephine in my Flying Machine, Crocodile Isle,
Dreaming, Everybody Works but Father, From the Land of Sky-
Blue Water, Giannina Mia, The Girl I'll Call My Sweetheart,
Honeymoon Trail, I'd Love to Live in Loveland with a Girl Like
You, I'm Afraid to Come Home in the Dark, I'm Lonesome for
You, In my Merry Oldsmobile, In the Good Old Summertime,
It’'s a Long Way to Tipperary, I Wonder Who’s Kissing Her
Now, KKK Katy, Let Me Call You Sweetheart, Meet Me
Tonight in Dreamland, The Merry Widow Waltz, Moonlight
Bay, Morning Cy!, My Wild Irish Rose, Oh, You Beautiful
Doll, Pack Up Your Troubles in Your Old Kit Bag, Peg O’ My
Heart, Same Old Story, San Antonio, School Days, There’s a
Long, Long Trail a-Winding, Tonight Will Never Come Again,
Waiting at the Church, What’s The Use of Dreaming?, Yip-I-
Addy-I-Ay, and You're Here and I'm Here.
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Book advertisement brings memories,

smiles

BETSY, TACY AND TIB
SALUTE LAURA AND MARY

Nicole Elzenga, collections manager for the
Laura Ingalls Wilder Museum, found this
advertisement in the back of the Horn Book
Magazine (Vol 29 Feb-Dec 1953 book edition).

It’s a fun reminder about how literature used to

be promoted.
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Author Visits Deep Valley

October 24, 2010 was a “dream come true” day for Melissa Wiley, who
wrote the forward for the newly-released editions of Carney’s House Party
and Winona’s Pony Cart. That was the day Wiley visited Deep Valley,
accompanied by Kathy Baxter. Wiley’s friend Margaret Berns accompanied
them; Berns described
her friend Wiley as
“downright giddy” as
she toured the Betsy
and  Tacy  houses.
Wiley even let out a
discernible squeal when
she spied the brass bowl
in the display case. BTS
President Susan Brown
led the trio on their
special tour, welcoming
them with a bowl
of fresh berries and

homemade bars. *
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Save the date for
“The Winding Hall of Fate!”
July 18-22, 2012
Wi,
g

Introducing the Betsy Tacy Convention so huge, it requires
two cities to contain it! Join us in July of 2012 for a two-part
convention in Minneapolis and Mankato.

Five days and two cities sounds perfect to us, but if you can
only join us for part of the convention, you can opt to register for
only the days you can attend.

We begin Wednesday afternoon with a cruise on Lake
Minnetonka, followed by an evening at the Minneapolis hotel
of your choice. Don’t worry, we will have suggestions and great
discounts to help you choose

Thursday we will tour “Betsy’s Minneapolis,” visiting the Bow
Street apartment, seeing the Canoe place house, and having a
B-T picnic. After a special visit to Maud’s literary papers at the
Kerlan Collection at the University of Minnesota, we will hop on
a bus to Mankato. The party aboard will probably include yelling,
“Poor old St. John,” at the appropriate towns, and giving squashy
pastries to any police we encounter! Thursday night in Mankato
will include dinner and getting-to-know-you activities.

Friday begins the Mankato portion of the convention, with
visits to the Hill Street houses, Deep Valley tours, and optional
visits to Murmuring Lake. There may even be pontoon boat
rides. In the afternoon there will be speakers and Maud scholars
who will discuss Maud’s work and the history and people
behind her stories. You will be given plenty of time to prink for
the costume parade. Kathy Baxter will speak that evening, and
then the Perfectly Awful Girls will undoubtedly be up to some
shenanigans after more seemly activities wind down.

Saturday morning allows for more touring time so everyone can
get their fill of Deep Valley scenes. In the afternoon we will have
a very special “current authors” panel discussion on how Maud’s
writing has colored their fiction. Jennifer Hart, the publisher
responsible for getting B-T back in print, will discuss the place
of Betsy-Tacy in today’s publishing world. Saturday evening will
include the beloved Legacy Panel, wherein descendants of actual
BT characters share their memories of the people who have
become “our crowd” through the books we love.

Sunday you have time for church in Deep Valley, if you like, or
free time to roam. We will meet up for cocoa at the Depot before
the busses leave for Minneapolis and we say goodbye.

We hope you can join us for this wonderful trip to the places
that feel like home thanks to the wonderful writing of Maud.
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Paver Fundraiser

Set your name in stone or honor the memory of a loved one
by purchasing a paving stone for Betsy’s house. An order form
can be downloaded from the BTS website. This fundraiser/
memorial will continue until the entire walkway by Betsy’s
house is filled with engraved pavers! Blank pavers are replaced
by engraved pavers as the orders come in.

You can order a paver as a gift and we'll send you a certificate,
then follow up with a photo once
the paver is set.

This BTS fundraiser has allowed
us to finish restoring Betsy’s House
and now allows the society to keep
this historic literary landmark
in its best possible condition for
visitors, some of whom travel from
across the country for their Betsy-Tacy experience.

Visit the Betsy-Tacy Society website

We are continually adding new information to our website:
www.betsy-tacysociety.org. A member benefit is a “Members
Only” page. Members only need to create a password to
enter this page, which features current and back issues of
the Deep Valley Sun and other special articles and member
information. Don’t forget to check out our updated shop!

Find us on

Facebook

Visit the Betsy-Tacy Society page on
Facebook. You don’t have to be a member
of Facebook to view our page. Browse the

commentary and join in if you’d like.

You can find us at: www.facebook.com/BetsyTacy

Due to increased printing costs, this newsletter is being
printed in black and white, the most affordable option
available. A full-color version of this newsletter is available on
the BTS website, in the Membership section: http://www.
betsy-tacysociety.org/memberlogin.php
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New Members

Every new member receives a new member packet that includes the
most recent newsletter, a history of the BTS, a Maud Hart Lovelace
timeline, and much more. With each new paid lifetime membership
you'll receive a hardcover copy of Winona’s Pony Cart, a Betsy’s House
ornament, and a lifetime membership certificate.

As a member of the Betsy-Tacy Society you will:

e Be kept abreast of developments with the society and its outreach.

e Have access to the “Members Only” page on the BTS website,
where society archives are available.

e Bean integral part of the BTS mission to preserve the Betsy-Tacy
houses, which are historical literary landmarks.

e Help BTS reach a new generation of readers as it introduces the
timeless works of Maud Hart Lovelace.

e Be a part of the movement that values history and appreciates
literature.

Great Gift Idea

Membership to the Betsy-Tacy Society makes
a great gift for that special person on your
gift list. With each paid gift membership,
we'll send a new-member packet and sign
your name to a special card announcing
your gift. Just fill out the membership
form at right with the recipient’s name and
mailing address and tell us how to sign your

card.
When contacting the BTS.....
By Mail - Always send mail to the following address:
Betsy-Tacy Society
P.O. Box 94

Mankato, MN 56002-0094

Do not use the address printed in the back of the older issues of the
Betsy-Tacy books and do not address mail to us at the Center Street
location. We do not have a mailbox at either house, and the mail
carrier cannot deliver to these addresses.

By Email - When sending an email, ALWAYS use “Betsy-Tacy” in the
subject line. This will help ensure your message does not get caught
in spam filters.

By Phone - Our phone number - 507-345-9777 - reaches an
answering service. Please leave your message and it will be returned
by someone with the society who can best help you.

Privacy Statement

The Betsy-Tacy Society is committed to respecting the privacy of our
members. Please be assured that we do not rent or sell our mailing
list. If you have any questions about your member information and
how it is used, please contact us at membership@betsy-tacysociety.org

or 507-345-9771.
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Address Changes

Please remember to inform us if your mailing address or e-mail
address changes. Most of our mailings are sent via bulk mail
to save on postage costs and keep membership rates low. Bulk
mail is NOT forwarded even when a change-of-address card is
left with the post office.

Betsy-Tacy Society Annual Membership Form

Name

Business Name

Address

City
State Zip Code

Email

Phone
O New O Renewal
I would like: COMailed Newsletters

O Electronic Newsletters
Choose electronic newsletter — save money for the BTS and save a tree!

Membership Levels

O $25  Basic (Foreign members receive electronic newsletters —
if mailed are preferred move up to the next level.)

O $50  Patron

O $100  Silver*

O $250 Gold* (Gift A or B - circle one)

O $500 Lifetime (Gifts A and C)
O Pay in 4 installments of $125

* Denotes business memberships

O Please do not send my gift. [ want my full contribution to
support the BTS.

Gift A: Winona’s Pony Cart - hardcover
Gift B: Immortal Trio notecards
Gift C: Betsy’s House ornament

GIFTS

Donations
I would like to make a tax-deductible gift of $ above
my yearly membership dues.
I would like to allocate my gift to:
O Unrestricted
O General Fund
O Restoration Fund
O Assessment Fund
O No acknowledgement for donation required
O Donation in Memory of:

O Donation in Honor of:

Membership dues and monetary gifts cover a growing part of the
BTS annual operating budget. Thank you for your support as the
BTS preserves and promotes the legacy of Maud Hart Lovelace.

Please return this form to:
BTS Membership
P.O. Box 94, Mankato, MN 56002-0094
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Calendar of Events

Betsy-Tacy homes open for tours and shopping, 1:00 to 3:00 p.m.
Program Committee Meeting, 4:00 p.m. Tacy’s House

Board of Directors Meeting, 6:30 p.m., Tacy’s House

Betsy-Tacy homes open for tours and shopping, 1:00 to 3:00 p.m.
Betsy-Tacy homes open for tours and shopping, 1:00 to 3:00 p.m.
Maud Hart Lovelace’s Birthday

Betsy’s Birthday Party - 1:00 to 3:00 p.m. at the homes of Betsy
and Tacy — homes and shop open

Betsy-Tacy homes open for tours and shopping, 1:00 to 3:00 p.m.
Betsy-Tacy homes open for tours and shopping, 1:00 to 3:00 p.m.
Betsy-Tacy homes open for tours and shopping, 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.
Board of Directors Meeting, 6:30 p.m., Tacy’s House

Betsy-Tacy Homes open for tours and shopping, 1:00 to 3:00 p.m.
Betsy-Tacy Homes open for tours and shopping, 1:00 to 3:00 p.m.

Maud Palmer Hart (Betsy Ray) graduated with honors from
Mankato High School in 1910. “Miss Maud Hart read a
delightful dissertation on “The Heroines of Shakespeare” as part of
the program.
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The Betsy-Tacy Society Annual Meeting
Betsy-Tacy homes open for tours and shopping, 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.

Lincoln Park Lawn Party: Refreshments, games, carriage rides,
Lincoln Park home & garden tours, Betsy-Tacy home tours, and more.

Betsy-Tacy homes open for tours and shopping, 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.

Special Betsy-Tacy tour for the Gaylord Public Library Grant
Participants, 11:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.

Celebrate the 4th of July

Betsy-Tacy homes open for tours and shopping, 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.
Frances Kenney’s (Tacy) Birthday

Board of Directors Meeting, 6:30 p.m., Tacy’s House

Betsy-Tacy homes open for tours and shopping, 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.
Betsy-Tacy homes open for tours and shopping, 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.

Betsy-Tacy homes open for tours and shopping, 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.

Board Committees continue to meet throughout the year. All meetings dates

have not yet been scheduled. If you are interested in working with any of

our committees, please contact us at btsmankato@gmail.com or call 507-
3459777. Committees include: Archives and Collections; Facilities and
Restoration; Program Committee, and Shop Committee.



