DEeep VALLEY SuN

Vol. 15, Issue 2 ® Summer 2022

REOPENING THE BETSY AND TACY
HousES: A “SOFT LAUNCH”

The Betsy and Tacy Houses have been closed
since March 2020 due to COVID, but we are
finally getting ready to reopen. We've

planned a “soft opening” for June 11 and June
18, 1-3 p.m. Here’s what you need to know:

= Reservations (which you can make via our
website—look under Tour Information) are
strongly recommended. We cannot guarantee
tour availability for walk-ins.

= Tours are free for BTS members. For non-
members, it’s $8 for seniors (62+) and college
students with ID, $10 for adults (18-61), $5 for
youth (6-17), and free for children 5 or under.

= Group size is limited to 10 people (adults and
children) per tour.

* For these two Saturdays, we will offer one mask-
optional tour. Otherwise, masks are required
inside the Houses for anyone age 5+. COVID
vaccinations are strongly encouraged.

Can you help? Volunteers are needed to
give tours of Betsy’s House and staff the Shop.
Training is provided for each role. Thank you for
considering this opportunity to help us warmly

welcome visitors to Deep Valley! To learn more:

email

or call

We'll assess how this goes and tweak the system as
needed, with the goal of opening for regular
business hours (likely Saturdays at 1-4 p.m.) and
private tours on other
days (by pre-
arrangement) in July.
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A NOTE FROM THE PRESIDENT

Volunteers are the lifeblood of any organization,
and this is also true for the Betsy-Tacy Society. We
are blessed with a core group of individuals who
give so much of their personal time to the
organization—and do it with a smile! Specifically, I
want to mention Miranda Quandt, who is new to
the BTS but has already done so much to help us
upgrade our IT systems and is working with
Operations Manager Diane Langland to get us
ready for a new website and POS system.

Newsletters, WOW! What a team we have! Jennifer
Davis-Kay, Candy Laven, and Lona Falenczykowski
are helping us continue to record our BTS history
and happenings.

Spring is in the air, and we are prepping the
Houses and yards for a “soft” opening June 11 and
June 18, 1-3 p.m. Reservations are required to help
manage the number of people indoors at any one
time. We will then determine the hours and times
the Houses will be open going forward—which will
require volunteers! Please contact us if you'd like
to learn more.

Another key element for the BTS is collaboration,
and we actively seek opportunities to work with
local groups. We've loved having interns from
Mankato State University, and we're excited to
partner with Blue Earth County Library and Camp
Maverick on their summer reading programs
(more about this in our next newsletter).

Happy spring! We hope to see you in Deep Valley
very soon.

—Pam DeMarce

In February, we
were honored by
Greater Mankato
Rotary with the
"Service Above
Self” award, which
now catches the
sun from the
dining-room table
at Tacy’'s House.

The illustrations by Lois Lenski and Vera Neville and
text by Maud Hart Lovelace in this newsletter are used
with permission from HarperCollins Publishers.
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A NOTE FROM THE TREASURER

Greetings from Deep Valley! I'd like to start by
introducing myself. My name is Miranda Quandyt,
and [ am a Mankato-area transplant from South

Dakota. I'm proud to be the Betsy-Tacy Society’s
newest treasurer. A long line of strong treasurers
precedes me, starting with Shirley Lieske, the first
BTS treasurer. (The BTS Board members now
include Shirley’s daughters!) I am dedicated to
continuing the work of those before me,
including—and most importantly—bringing
process and efficiency improvements to our
underlying accounting, point of sale, and online
ordering structure. As I work closely with BTS
President Pam DeMarce, Operations Manager
Diane Langland, and former treasurer Emily
Falenczykowski-Scott, expect to see some small
changes this year as we bring things up to date.

Until then, I remain a steward of the assets of the
BTS and a financial thought partner to the rest of
the Board.

—Miranda Quandt

Time to renew? Please check your mailing label,
which includes the date that your BTS membership
will expire.

Have you moved? Please be sure to let us know.

Are you getting all our emails? Please add
membership@betsy-tacysociety.org and
e-blast@betsy-tacysociety.org to your list of
Contacts and/or Safe Senders.

|
|
|
|
The Sun is sent via bulk mail, which is not forwarded. :
|
|
|
|
|



MEET OUR NEW BOARD AND ADVISORY COUNCIL MEMBERS

Grace Boughton, age 16, is our
newest AC member—or, her
preferred title, our BTS YA
Representative and Newsletter
Contributor. Says Grace, “I am
giddy to say that I've written
several manuscripts and am
itching to begin my career!
Besides piecing stories
together, I love fashion design,
gardening, and Harry Potter.
The BTS has given me
friendships, a Yoda-like mentor
(I'm looking at you, Jennifer!),
and a community that is
monumental.” We are thrilled
to benefit from Grace’s
prodigious energy, event-
planning skills, and invaluable
YA perspective!

Darcy Kies, a Mankato native,
says she has known about
Maud as far back as she can
remember—her family even
drove to California to meet
Maud! Darcy works for the
Mankato School District as a
middle school para-educator.
She’s also been known to clown
around as Violet the Clown.
Darcy and husband Allen have
two children, Michelle and
Ben, and two grandsons, Justin
and Jacob. Says Darcy, “Justin is
6, and I can’t wait to introduce
him to Betsy and her friends.
Maud was near and dear to my
mother’s heart, and she’d be
proud to know that 'm now on
the Board.”

Lillian Lamoreux grew up in
the small towns of Mapleton
and Vernon Center, Minnesota,
and now lives in Mankato. She
likes writing poetry, reading,
crop tops, whiskey, and most
things sci-fi, especially Star
Trek, Doctor Who, and The
Magicians. She has been in the
nonprofit world for 10+ years
and is currently the
Philanthropy and Outreach
Officer for the Southwest
Minnesota Housing
Partnership. She is passionate
about human rights and social
justice, housing and education
equity, mental health, body
positivity and fat acceptance,
and arts and literature.

EXCITING NEWS FROM SHARLA WHALEN

fter completing The Betsy-Tacy Companion

in 1995, Sharla Scannell Whalen stepped

away from the denizens of Deep Valley to

focus on other things, including a Disney
World-related project, raising her five children,
and—her passion—teaching ESL students. But
during a recent attempt to clean and organize her
basement (“which,” she says, “is like an
archaeological dig”), she came across her reams of
Betsy-Tacy research and was newly reminded of a
promise she’d made to Maud’s daughter Merian to
publish an appendix comprising Maud’s and
Kathleen’s letters from Europe.

“And there’s just so much other stuff [that didn’t
make it into the Companion]!” she says. Letters,
transcripts of phone calls, meeting notes (this was
all pre-Internet)—Sharla corresponded with Tacy’s
brother! She met Margaret’s high school best
friend!

Sharla tentatively posted a few things on Facebook
(“Would people want to know that one of the
Harts’ hired girls died in the High Street house?”)
and got a flurry of excited responses. (For example,
“Who are you and how do you know this?!”) This

was the encouragement she

THE
BETSY-TACY
COMPANION

A BIOGRAFHY OF MAUD HART LOVELACE.

needed to go forward. Betsy-
Tacy fans are still alive and
well, and our curiosity about
those long-ago Mankato
residents is boundless!

Sharla envisions two volumes:
the aforementioned
correspondence and a second

SHARLA SCANNELL WHALEN

appendix of previously

unpublished materials. She knows that the
audience for this is very small—even some deeply
devoted fans of the books don’t necessarily want to
know everything (or even anything!) about the
real-life counterparts. But Sharla’s excited that the
books can be e-books, an option that didn’t exist in
1995. Her plan is to complete the first appendix
this year and then determine how much interest
there might be for the second volume.

So I then asked the million-dollar question: Would
she consider re-releasing the Companion as an e-
book? “Absolutely!” she said without hesitation—
words to warm the heart of those who are trying to
find it for less than $200. Stay tuned!



“SERVICE ABOVE SELF” AWARD

In February, the Betsy-Tacy Society was recognized for “Service Above Self” by the Greater Mankato Rotary. Co-founder

Lona Falenczykowski, introduced by her daughter Emily, accepted the award on
behalf of the BTS. Lona’s delightful acceptance speech appears here.

I'm honored and grateful to the Greater Mankato
Rotary to receive the “Service Above Self” award on
behalf of myself and the Betsy-Tacy Society.

Maud Hart Lovelace was born in Mankato in 1892.
In 1940, she published the first Betsy-Tacy book
depicting her life in Mankato at the turn of the
century. The series is fiction but very much based
on Maud’s childhood and young adulthood.

In 1990, a small group of local fans met to establish
the Betsy-Tacy Society. Our goals were to
encourage the re-publication of the Betsy-Tacy
books, preserve and protect the homes and
landmarks depicted in the books, and promote
awareness of Maud Hart Lovelace and her work.

In 1993, HarperCollins reissued the 10 Betsy-Tacy
books. In 2000, the entire series was reissued,
including the three long-unavailable companion
books: Emily of Deep Valley, Carney’s House Party,
and Winona'’s Pony Cart.

In 1995, the BTS bought Tacy’s House at 332 Center
Street. Thanks in large part to Dennis Weis, the
restoration began. I then received a call from Dean
Johnson, host and executive producer of
Hometime, PBS’s television home improvement
show that ran from 1986 to 2016. [ was not familiar
with the show. Dean had read that the BTS had
purchased Tacy’s House and asked if we’d like help
with the restoration. I thought it was someone
playing a joke on me, so I said I would talk to Bob
Vila and get back to him. He laughed and told me
about his show. He said he was born in Mankato.
When he was nine years old, he was home-
schooled due to rheumatic fever. He actually
telecommuted with his class! His teacher had him
read the Betsy-Tacy books, which he said he
enjoyed very much. To make a long story shorter, I
kept in touch with him for the next 10 years. He
always assured me that Hometime was interested
in helping us out. Many on our BTS Board thought
I was delusional. I eventually asked him to send me
proof that we were in touch. He sent an 8 x 10
glossy of himself inscribed “Lona—keep hanging in

there. Hope to
help you out
some day on the
project!”

Finally, in 2005,
the Hometime
crew came to
Mankato and
filmed five shows on the restoration of Betsy’s
House. Dennis Weis was project manager, with
many local volunteers, including Candy and Doug
Laven, Penny Banwart, and Joan Brown.

Lona with Emily Falenczykowski-Scott

It is with our great team of volunteers and
members that we have been able to sustain our
ongoing work. I'm hoping that many of you will
join us as members and/or volunteers.

[ want to thank the Greater Mankato Rotary again
for the “Service Above Self” award and to thank
Pam DeMarce, BTS Board President, for this
honor.

I was watching the PBS show on Muhammad Ali
Sunday night as I was trying to put some thoughts
together for this presentation. It ended with the
Muhammad Ali quote that is on his tombstone:
“Service to others is the rent you pay for your room
in Heaven.” I'm hoping that this will provide a
room for me.

Lona and Emily, with BTS President Pam DeMarce and
Greater Mankato Rotary President Steve Jameson. (Steve
is also publisher of The Free Press, known to BT fans as
Winona’s father’s paper!)



FINDING BETSY-TACY FANS WHEREVER YOU ARE

hough COVID put a damper on in-person get-togethers, BT fans love to find one another when and

however we can. Here are some existing regional groups and their contact info:

* The Betsy-Texans get together semi-
annually, “depending on how badly we need to
have clotted cream and talk books!” Contact
Melissa Prycer: melissa.prycer@gmail.com

* The Betsy-Wetsies are the BT fans in the
Pacific Northwest. Contact Radhika Breaden:
rbreaden@gmail.com

* The GOUBTBSS (Grande Olde Underground
Betsy-Tacy Birdwatching and Singing Society,
pronounced “goob-Tibs”) are the casual but
devoted group of BT fans in the greater San
Francisco Bay Area. Contact Carla Kozak:
carlak_s6@yahoo.com

* The Greater New York Chapter of the
Betsy-Tacy Society is based in New York City.
To learn more or to join the next “Violent
Study Club” (an every-other-month book
discussion group), visit the group’s website:
www.klitzner.org/BT/index.html

* The NEWBETSYs (New England Women
Boisterously Eating, Talking, and Sharing
Youth-lit) are noted for their abundant
appetites and uproarious party games. Contact

Michele Blake: mfblake@comcast.net

North Country BT Fans (loosely comprising
Northwest and Central Vermont and Upstate
New York) are a somewhat informal group.
Contact Jamie Wimble:
bellarosavt@gmail.com

The Red Auto Girls (sometimes known as the
RAGPAGs—can you guess what PAG stands
for?) include Maudies from Illinois, Indiana,
Michigan, Wisconsin, and Ohio. Contact
Susan Albrecht: susiequsie2z@sbcglobal.net

The Rocky Mountain Maudies in Colorado
have their own Facebook group! Contact
Marie Walsh-Epperson:
marie.walshepp@gmail.com

The Southern California Chapter of the
Betsy-Tacy Society enjoys an ornament
exchange every January and outings whenever
possible. Contact Judy Genco:
jgencobooks@outlook.com

The Twin Cities Group comprises BT fans in
the Minneapolis-St. Paul area. Contact Laurie
Botes Zaepfel: teamzaepfel@gmail.com

Some BTS members are interested in starting a regional group in their area:

» Arizona fans (SouthWesty
Betsys? Flying Jack Dunbhills?
Rosy Cactus Blossoms?),
contact Kathleen Waldron:
kmwaz79@gmail.com

= Betsy SouthEasties (North and
South Carolina, Georgia,
Alabama, Florida), contact
Barbara Zagrodnik:
zagabcd7@gmail.com

» European “Great World” fans,
contact Sonja Werle (in
Frankfurt, Germany):
sonjawerle@yahoo.de

We have BTS members .
in several countries sara@slcollins.net
and in almost every United State
're only missing Alaska, » Heartland Betsies (or “Betsy-
daho, Louisiana,
Maine, and Rhode Island.
If you live in one

= Hawaii fans, contact Sara Collins:

Tacy in KC and the Heartland”—

Filioee Tatex. Missouri, Kansas, Nebraska,

become a2 member now
and help us unite!

Arkansas, Northern Oklahoma,
Southern Iowa), contact Marlena
Boggs:
eternitytime@gmail.com

» San Diego fans (Orange Blossom
Maudies? Herbert Humphreys
Admiration Society?), contact
Cara Todd:
divergentwriter@gmail.com

If you'd like our help starting a regional group, please reach out. Our contact info is on the mailing page.



A BETSY-TACY “ELEVATOR SPEECH” 4 &Y JENNIFER DAVIS-KAY

s your Membership Coordinator, I have the happy task of

compiling and mailing packets for our new members.

Membership has been on fire in 2022 (see the “Each One Bring
One” inset). Sunday afternoons are my special time devoted to putting
packets together, sending monthly membership reminders, emailing
returning members, and addressing birthday cards. Then on Tuesday I

OUR THEME FOR 2022:
EACH ONE BRING ONE

As we announced in our 2021
Annual Report, our hope for 2022
is that every current BTS member

bring a fat stack of New Member Packets and cards to my local post willinvite a friend to join or

office.

purchase a gift membership, thus
doubling our membership and
providing a significant boost to our
working budget. If you didn’t
receive the Annual Report or if you
have questions about purchasing a
gift membership, please contact us.

[ live in a smallish town and know almost all the postal clerks by sight,
and I've become quite friendly with one of them. A few weeks ago, she
gestures toward my pile of packets and says, “What is all this? New
members of what?” And I said, “. .. uh.” I went utterly blank! How do I
succinctly explain our Society to someone who knows literally nothing
about the books, Maud, Betsy, or Deep Valley?!!

[ gave it my best off-the-cuff shot: “We’re a group devoted to a little-
known book series set in Minnesota in the early 1900s. The books feature
two best friends, Betsy and Tacy, starting at age 5, and you grow up with
these girls throughout the series, all the way through husbands and
babies. Even though they’re old, the stories feel so timeless—they are
 warm and funny and moving and simply a
joy to read, and Betsy and Tacy are one of
the best models of true friendship you’ll
ever find in a book series.”

Did you receive the March issue of
The Agony Column, our e-
newsletter? If not, please contact

editor Jennifer D-K:
e-blast@betsy-tacysociety.org

Spring!

mmmmmmmwmmm
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Betsy—Tacy Society

They did not ride again for a while. The unseasonably warm
spell ended. Flakes as big as pleces of paper whirled in the wind;
and snow dressed the word in white once more.

But March could not be cbnoxious enough 10 trouble Betsy
this year.

She said, “Sounds great,” and that was
that. I'm now kicking myself that I didn’t
think to hand her a business card! (Do you all carry your BTS business
cards in your wallet for just this purpose? Please let me know if you need

one!)

— tfrom Betsy in Spite of Herse¥

An, lobaymmmhmhmm

steadily meit under a bright
memdu;lwwu:yymmwmm

[ believe we all need an “elevator speech” akin to this—a quick and
compelling way to “sell” our books to anyone who asks us about our BT
tote bag or T-shirt, the BT book we’re carrying, etc. What do you think of
my model? Let me know how would you improve on it or if you have an

“elevator speech” of your own.

JENNIFER DAVIS-KAY is the BTS Membership and Communications Coordinator and still pinches herself sometimes when
she receives a paycheck with the words “Betsy-Tacy” on it! She has a mad crush on Mr. O’Farrell and is very fond of onion
sandwiches spread with plenty of butter.

In January, Susan Wagenhals donated a beautiful antique doll to the BTS.
Said Susan, “She was my mother’s doll, so | think her name needs to be
Geraldine too. When | got to Betsy’s House, an empty crib was already

waiting for her in the upstairs girls’ bedroom! | am thrilled that Geraldine will
have a good home and that | can visit her whenever I’'m in Mankato.”




A VERY SPECIAL DONATION 4 By CANDY LAVEN

n January, our dear friend Helen

Gift asked if the BTS would like

a copy of Heidi by Johanna Spyri
with the text in German; her friend
Heide Caterina Coppotelli wanted
to donate her treasured copy.
Because of Tib’s connection to
Germany, we gladly accepted the
donation. Also, one of our
volunteers, Penny Banwart, had
taught German for many years in

us that the books were their
childhood best friends. One shared
that since her childhood wasn’t
good, she imagined that the
characters in the book were her

' family, and she made their

B! \ childhood hers. Others have cried

*  when they step inside Betsy’s or
Tacy’s front door, telling us how the
Houses remind them of a parent or
grandparent’s home.

the Mankato School District, and
we knew she would have fun reading and
translating the German for our young visitors.
We waited excitedly for Heidi’s arrival.

I read Heide’s letter to my husband,
Doug, and he pointed out the parallel to her love
of her Heidi book and how our members feel
about Betsy-Tacy. | framed Heide’s letter to hang
With the well-worn book came a letter from in the Betsy-Tacy Houses as a reminder of how
Heide, which made it clear how very special this important our work is.

book was to her: Heidi stayed with me all through

Before | gave the book to Helen the years, accompanying me to
to send, | once more read parts of graduate school and through many
the story and traipsed down moves. It watched over me from a
memory lane. | was born in the bookshelf as | passed along to my
Harz Mountains of northern own young son the joy of reading
Germany in October of 1944, so and love of books | was blessed to
German is my mother tongue. have. Eventually, it sat on the
The book was a gift from my bookshelf of my therapy office,
godparents in preparation of my where it often made me smile and
starting school. My family sometimes sparked remarkably
immigrated to the United States

in 1956 and settled in Chicago. In

the early months of living in a

healing conversations. Later, we
retired together.

. Not having anyone | could leave
totally foreign country whose ,
_ my little treasure to, | was hopeful
language | did not understand, ,
S } for it to have a new home. The
Heidi’s story provided a refuge ) )
news that the Society accepted it

and encouragement for a lost

b has really brought me joy. What a
young giri. 1 became very eager journey this treasured book has
had! And a part of me thinks that my son, 20

years gone now, is smiling with me.

to learn English so that | could read the
great stores of books in my new school’s
library.

The BTS is honored that Heide has trusted us
with one of her most valued possessions. What a
journey indeed! Willkommen zuhause, Heidi.

Heide’s comment that the book consoled her
during difficult times is one we’ve heard echoed
by visitors to the Betsy-Tacy Houses, who've told



WHAT IS THAT? 4+ By KaTIE WATTS

“I' hope you and Fred are going to dance
together tonight,” Emily said.

Tib gave her light laugh. “Oh, naturally! He's
engaged me for the Gaby Glide.”

—from Emily of Deep Valley

he Gaby Glide was named after popular

singer-actress Gaby Deslys. Glides were

combinations of normal period dances and
there were hundreds, including the Sea Sick Glide,
Gilda Glide, and Aeroplane Glide. The lady is
positioned in front of the man, her back to him
and slightly offset, which created the gliding effect.
The dancers look to be side-
by-sideish.

When it first appeared, the
dance was lumped together
with the Turkey Trot and
Bunny Hug; however, it wasn’t
what they then called a
hugging or vulgar dance
because of the position of the

dancers to each other.

“What dance did you learn yesterday?”
“The lulu-fado,” Tib replied. “And if you
weren't such clodhoppers, I'd show you how
to do it.”

—from Betsy’s Wedding

The Lulu Fado can be characterized as a
Portuguese one-step/polka. The steps are a hop, a
skip, and a kick in 2/4 time. Arms are usually
outstretched like a bird if danced solo and even
sometimes when with a partner.

The dance includes some finger-snapping, which
may not have been to everyone’s taste. From a
December 1914 Vanity Fair article by Mrs. E.
Roscoe Mathews titled “What Shall We Dance This
Winter?”

| told the Professor that | was afraid no
American man would stoop to the finger
snapping, and he threw out his broad chest,
replying, "I, Madame, am a soldier and a
father, and | see nothing undignified in this
expressive use of the fingers.” Nevertheless, |
believe that it will be only by omitting this
feature that the Lulu Fado will become

popular here.

For an amusing visual
demonstration, head on over
to tinyurl.com/lulufado.

KATIE WATTS, an editor and a
teacher of memoir writing, lives
in Northern California.

CARRYING THE TORCH: THE YA BTS MEMBERS 4 BY JENNIFER DAvIs-KAY

The YA BTS membership, launched less than a year ago, now
boasts 27 active members between 13 and 21. And, as teenagers
are wont to do, they promptly began clamoring for A PARTY

just for them! We are nothing if not responsive to our
members, so in February we hosted a Valentine Party via

Zoom: a read-aloud game from Betsy Was a Junior, “Name This
[tem” trivia (see below), a survey, and a performance of “The 1912 Dating Game” (penned by moi, and available
on the BTS YouTube channel). More than a dozen of us had a rollicking good time—and Grace Boughton (see
page 3) decided that once was not enough; this group should get together on a monthly basis. With only a
modicum of adult help, Grace hosted a St. Patrick’s Day party in March and a Garden Party for Maud’s

e ey birthday in April, with games, quizzes, reading aloud, and lots of opportunity
&7 M . for fun conversation. As Grace so eloquently stated, “The YA group and BTT
: ' . Club members are the pipeline to the future. If they’re encouraged to stay

involved, they will eventually run the BTS!” We are thrilled with the response
. from these young members. The future of BT looks mighty bright from here!




BETSY-TACY BOOKS IN THE CONTEXT OF WORLD EVENTS: A (PARTIAL) TIMELINE, PART 2

BY DOUG LARSEN

Heaven to Betsy
(July 1906-June 1907)
Betsy moves to High Street, meets Joe Willard,
is madly in love with Tony Markham,
and loses her first Essay Contest

Betsy in Spite of Herself
(September 1907-June 1908)

Betsy goes with Phil Brandish (and his
red auto!), visits Tib in Milwaukee,
loses her second Essay Contest, and learns
“to thine own self be true”

» Upton Sinclair writes The Jungle; O. Henry
writes “The Gift of the Magi”

* Meat sales fall nationwide, spurring the
Pure Food and Drug Act, which outlaws

lead in butter, arsenic in meat, chalk in 1906

milk, sawdust in jam, etc.
* Oregon’s suffrage amendment is rejected

* The San Francisco earthquake kills more
than 500

| THE JUNGLE

UPTON SINCLAIR

* Marie Curie is the Sorbonne’s first
female professor

* Finland becomes first European country
to give women the vote

* The Third Law of Thermodynamics is
formulated

* Frank Lloyd Wright designs Oak Park
Unity Temple near Chicago

* San Francisco orders “oriental” children
to attend a segregated school

* Maytag electric clothes washing
machine is introduced in Iowa

* The American Society for Keeping
Woman in Her Proper Sphere is

organized 1907

* An economic panic hits America

* Australian government policy mandates
that women’s wages be lower than men’s
(until 1967)

= 361 coal miners are killed in a coal mine
explosion in West Virginia

* The British House of Commons defeats a
women’s suffrage bill

» Oklahoma becomes the 46th state

* Japanese immigration is forbidden by
Presidential order

* Gustav Mahler’s Symphony #8 in E-flat
Major is presented

DOUG LARSEN is a history buff and recently retired Adult Learning Center high school English teacher. He says, “It’s
fun to speculate if world events inspired Maud’s writing. Did Teddy Roosevelt’s threat to ban football (because of
the brutality and deaths it caused) inspire the story of The Great Maddox? Did the Populist Party’s condemnation
of fraternities and sororities contribute to Okto Delta and Julia’s sorority problems?” Part 1 of Doug’s captivating
timeline appeared in the Winter 2022 issue of the Sun, and we plan to include more of it in future issues.



BETSY AND HER REAL-LIFE BETTINA

BY BETSY SHERMAN

he Betsy-Tacy Society was beyond fortunate

) made muffins for breakfast; they were very
to have received a treasure trove of MHL

good too; and brought our breakfasts to bed;

documents from the late Andrea Shaw, )
and Sunday noon made a lemon pie for

executor of Merian Lovelace Kirchner’s ) , ..
dinner. It wasn't as good as mother’s pie, of

estate. Among them are letters that Maud wrote to

course, but it was very good. . . .
the family in the 1930s, when she and Delos were e

living in New York and Merian—born in 1931—was The baby is dearer than ever. She was so
a precocious toddler. A project on the BTS to-do sweet all day yesterday. We told her daddie
list is to eventually publish these letters. Maud had was going away on an airplane, and this
plans for another book to be called Betsy’s Bettina morning when she woke up she said to me,
that, much to our regret (because let’s face it, we "By George! Daddie’s on an airplane.” Many
would all like the series to have been endless), was times when she hears Lena upstairs or in the
begun but never completed. Thankfully, these kitchen, she will say, “There’s Stellal” And
letters, with their descriptions of daily life in a very start to run to her. She doesn’t seem to realize
happy household, help fill that gap for us. that mother is really gone.

March 10, 1933

After mother left yesterday — within half an March 17, 1933

hour — Merian fell asleep. It was a restless | get up and get Delos's

feverish sleep, and the wrong time of day for breakfast and [Lena]

her to nap, of course. So | called Dr. Eckerson brings the baby down

and he came right over. He said that she had a fully clothed and washed

bad bronchial cold, and he gave her new and dressed to say

medicine, including something to quiet her. goodbye to him. Then |

Said | had done right to call him. Her temp go to my writing and

was only a little over a hundred. she takes charge. | write

She had a better sleep last night and this until after the baby’s

morning is much better. No temp at all, and lunch at 12; then | come

she is happy and full of fun. . . . down and have my lunch; then | put the baby

to bed for her nap and have a nap myself and

| must tell you mother dear how much the dress for the afternoon. When the baby wakes

baby talks about you. She cried for you twice up from her nap, | take her over; dress her and

yesterday when she was so feverish and sick. take her out in the park. Sometimes Lena goes

She said, “l don't want Stella to go to Minn-e- Slomg wshih us, | elo e Farkeiig n he

o afternoon. But Lena cooks and serves a good
dinner, and then | put the baby to bed. . ..
March 13, 1933 Merian is just too sweet for description. Her

Lena is a perfect treasure. You simply can't cheeks are scarlet from the spring wind, and

imagine how good she is. She has cooked us with her yellow hair, big blue eyes and little

three delicious dinners since mother left. tubby chunky figure, she looks too adorable.

Saturday she made the cookies, according to She can be naughty though. Yesterday, she

mother's recipe, but they were too crisp. What ran off with the table call bell which she is not

is wrong when cookies are too crisp? We supposed to touch and shouted as she ran,

“1'm disobeying, mommie. Look at me, I'm

followed the recipe. Sunday morning she
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disobeying.” Sometimes, she shouts
delightedly, “I'm being rude, mommie.” The
other day . . . she did something she wasn’t
supposed to do and in the very instant of
discovery began to shriek happily, “I'm turning
over a new leaf, mommie. I'm turning over a
new leaf.” One night while Delos was gone
she stood and watched me eating for quite a
while and then said, “You have nice manners,
mommie. Daddie can take you to a
restaurant.”

Unsurprisingly for Betsy-Tacy fans, Maud often
mentioned clothes in her letters.

April 26, 1933

| did have a very happy birthday. Delossy
came in early laden with presents. And to my
amazement, when Lena brought in the
dessert, there was a birthday cake, which she
had made when | was out walking with Merian.
It was such fun. | opened all your presents,
and Delossy’s, along with my cake, and the
baby was so excited. She thought it was her
birthday too. She immediately draped Helen
and Frank’s towels (they are so pretty and how
| need them!) up in front of her for bibs. She
claimed the pretty dress hangers as her own
and untied them and shouted out all the
colors. And the bracelets of course went right
on her little fat arm. . . . They are really lovely
and, as you say, go with everything. They will
be particularly pretty with my spring outfit of
orange and brown, as the orange is just the
right shade.

May 16, 1933

Friday night was the dinner at Sterns — a
charming one — | wore the ashes of roses
dress. | was tickled by something that
happened. During dinner, one of the men who
has a four-year-old daughter said he simply
had to tell a story about her. And then he told
how she had said, in answer to something or
other, "I quite enjoyed it.” He thought it had
sounded so grown up and cute. When he
finished the story, Delos threw me a look
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that | wish you could have seen. It spoke
volumes.

After we got home he said, “I thought | would
speak up and say, ‘Our two-year-old daughter
only puts 27 words

into one sentence.’

But | thought better
of it.”

As a matter of fact |
did launch forth with
some tiny story
about Merian, but
Delos interrupted
me and said |
shouldn’t brag
about my child.

Whereupon Roy i c
interrupted him and said, "Il have never yet
heard Maud introduce the subject of children
into the conversation, and | have never heard
either you or she tell a story about Merian
which gives any idea of how perfectly
charming she is.” Whereupon he launched
into a description of her and we beamed.

She is sweet and gets sweeter every day.

At the bittersweet end of Betsy’s Wedding, as Joe
prepares to leave for officers’ training camp at Fort
Snelling, Betsy begins to cry. He holds her and
reassures her that when he returns, “we’ll have our
little home again. We'll have Bettina.”

And so they did.

BETSY SHERMAN is a copy editor who lives in Virginia.
Age, and something resembling wisdom, have made
her much less convinced that Jo should have married
Laurie.

We love our members, and we love sending
cards—so in 2022 we will combine the two! If you
would enjoy a personal note from the BTS on
your birthday, please send your birthdate (month
and day) to Membership Coordinator Jennifer
Davis-Kay, and we'll add you to our birthday list.

membership@betsy-tacysociety.org




Lois LENSKI: BELOVED WRITER AND ILLUSTRATOR

BY ANDREA LERUM

“Come, let us look at the ways of life in our country. . . . Here and there, round America, are friends

worth knowing.”

—from We Live in the South by Lois Lenski (1952)

my elementary school library. “Library time”

was an hour once a week where we might

listen to a story or learn library skills, such as
finding a book in the dreaded card catalog. The

I was 10 years old and wandering the stacks at

last 15 minutes were devoted to choosing a
book—and this is where I stumbled on Lois
Lenski’s Prairie School, with a brick red cover
and Lippincott Lifelong Binding seal placed
across the

EEQ{)RAE bottom of the
spine. “A story of
*_‘_‘_*
the Great
LOIS ::NSKI BliZZaI‘d Of 1949"

J B Lippincots Company

enticed me on
the inside book
flap. I lived in Wisconsin
and knew all about
snowstorms, but not an
actual blizzard! | became
obsessed with this book
and even wrote a fourth-
grade book report about
it. (Sadly, I only earned a
grade of “V. Good”—for
four pages!)

Lenski was born in Springfield, Ohio, in 1893.
Her father was a minister, her mother a
homemaker, and together with her four siblings,
she grew up in a tight-knit, loving family. Lenski

was a gifted artist from a young age, but her
father failed to appreciate her talent and steered
her into the more traditional role of becoming a
schoolteacher. Lenski’s family moved to
Columbus, Ohio, after Lenski graduated from
high school. There, she attended Ohio State
University and received a Bachelor of Science in
Education. She enjoyed working with children
but knew she wasn’t destined to be a teacher.
Instead, she received a scholarship to the
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prestigious Art Students League of New York
City. She found a mentor in artist Arthur Sinclair
Covey and they worked together on many
projects. Covey was 16 years older than Lenski,
but the two fell in love and married in 1921. She
became stepmother to his two children and
slowly embarked on her own career as an author
and illustrator.

Lenski began by writing and illustrating picture
books for young readers, including Alphabet
People (1928) and The Easter Rabbit’s Parade
(1936). The birth of her son in 1929 inspired her
to create her well-known Mr. Small series. Her
picture books were vibrant and enticing to
young readers. Lenski also insisted that the
books be printed in a
smaller form so they were
easier for young hands to

hold.

Lenski began to explore
early American history
with her Historical Novels,

published between 1936
and 1944. Phebe Fairchild: Her Book and Indian
Captive each received a Newbery Honor award
(in 1937 and 1942, respectively). Lenski’s
Roundabout America Series were “novelettes”
covering life across America. Published from
1952 to 1966, they featured younger protagonists.
Lenski wrote this series concurrently with her
larger American Regional Series, 17 stories
spanning across America. Most books in this
series included a map hand-drawn by Lenski
(helping readers become familiar with the
_____ location of
— the story), a
background
summary of
how Lenski

e EASTER_
RABBITS
PARADE




came to write the story and even a song,
complete with piano music.

Lenski did meticulous research and lived in the
areas she wrote about to fully capture the
dialogue and feel of the area. She was noted for
historical accuracy and became a fan
favorite with schoolchildren and
librarians across America. Many of her
stories were inspired by children inviting
her to their corner of America. (Prairie
School, for example, was inspired by a
letter from a teacher in rural South
Dakota). Strawberry Girl, her most
famous book, won the prestigious
Newbery Medal in 1946. (Her book had been
chosen on the first ballot, which was

unprecedented for the time!) She was excited to

She recommended Vera Neville, who illustrated
the remaining books. Neville’s illustrations are
found at the beginning of each chapter in the
high-school-and-beyond books, whereas Lenski’s
illustrations are spread throughout the chapters.

Lenski’s autobiography, Journey into
Childhood, was published in 1972. This
book focuses on her family life and gives
us information about her methods of
writing and illustrating.

By the time of her death in 1974, Lenski
had written and illustrated 98 books of
her own and more than 50 books for
other authors. She is known as one of the
best historical fiction authors of the 2oth
century. Her books are still available today, with
many of the Regional Series being reissued in

win and felt it was confirmation to
continue with the series.

Lenski constantly asked her readers if her
books were “too real,” and the reply was
always “No.” The children she wrote about
knew life was full of hardships, but they
could easily identify with the likable
protagonists.

2011. The Mr. Small books were reissued in

~Sourney board book form in the early to mid-
" C
= 1%7 J 2000s. Lenski’s books continue to be
STl oo

popular today—a new generation has
discovered this beloved author and

T
The
utobisguephy
g
als Kenski

illustrator.

Lenski’s archives may be found at the

So where do the Betsy-Tacy books fit in, you may

ask? Lenski, as we know, was the illustrator of

University of Minnesota-Minneapolis,
Florida State University-Tallahassee, and the
University of Southern Mississippi-Hattiesburg.

the first four books. Lenski was a year
younger than our beloved Maud, so she
clearly understood the time for which
she was asked to illustrate. Lenski
worked from photographs and traveled

The collections include sketch work,
manuscripts, and photos from Lenski’s
life. Several other universities have a
small sampling of her work.

Many libraries still have the Lenski

to Mankato in the early 1940s to gather
background for her illustrations. Lenski’s
illustrations are prominent throughout the first
four books. She helped young readers visualize
the world of Deep Valley and match the
characters to the illustrations. Lenski was asked
to illustrate the rest of the series, but declined.

books in circulation. My thanks to the
South Central Library System of Southern
Wisconsin for keeping so many of these books in
circulation, so when the urge comes I can still
check out Prairie School!

ANDREA LERUM has been a Betsy-Tacy fan since 1981, when her mother gave her a copy of Betsy and Tacy Go Downtown.
She’s been a librarian for the past 10 years. Early literacy is her passion, and she’s constantly thinking of ways to get books
into children’s hands. She enjoys reading, writing, and scouring local flea markets for vintage magazines. Andrea says,
“For more on Lenski, I recommend Lois Lenski: Storycatcher by Bobbie Malone (2016), a wonderful summary of her life
and works. The information in this piece mostly came from that book and Journey Into Childhood by Lois Lenski (1972).”
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A MANKATO BOOK CLUB READS EARLY CANDLELIGHT

n the recommendation of

Anne Layman Horn (to

whom the book was
recommended by former BTS
President Penny Banwart), the Kato
Book Club chose Early Candlelight by
Maud Hart Lovelace as their March
book of the month. The early
Minnesota history revealed in the
book was a delight to these avid
readers.

Early Candlelight tells the story of
Minnesota in the 1830s and early
1840s, set in the lively multicultural

r—_
FSadlies Hoo o

| Snelling Honors Sutior

impossible to describe.”

The book, published in 1929, was so
well-received in Minnesota that the
Third U.S. Infantry at Fort Snelling
paraded in Maud’s honor.

The Kato Book Club had a lively
discussion. Pam Grems and Jan
Langer especially appreciated the
vivid descriptions of the trees, rivers,
and living conditions of Fort Snelling.
Jan added that both the wonderful
and the not-so-wonderful people we
meet along the way helped create a

community around Fort Snelling—
populated by soldiers, Sioux leaders,
army officers, fur traders, whiskey
drinkers, missionaries, squatters,
farmers, and strong women.

The book is historical fiction but is
inspired by real people, including
Henry Hastings Sibley, the clear
model for character Jasper Page. Sibley was the
chief fur trader from 1834 to 1854. He went on to
become a leading politician of the Minnesota
territory, a general in the army, and governor of
the territory.

of that honor.

This novel was clearly a labor of love for Maud,
who wrote, “When I was ready to begin work on
the novel, my husband and I left our home at Lake
Minnetonka and moved into a hotel in St. Paul for
the winter. [ worked every day at the Historical
Society, reading all the material I could find
relating to Minnesota in the early part of the 19th
century. I read . . . the diaries and letters of
missionaries and fur traders, of army men and
Indian agents and travelers. I
studied the Minnesota Indians
and documents pertaining to
the fur trade.” She also visited
Fort Snelling many times,
noting, “Although I had long
been familiar with this spot, I
now saw it with new eyes.
Mendota took on a charm

Early Candlelight
is available in our
Shop for $17.95.
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From the Minneapolis
Tribune, September 29,

Hart Lovelace, shown above
with Colonel W. C. Sweeney,
commandant of the post, and
an aide, was the recipient

fully fleshed picture of Minnesota’s
history. Laurie Drake, a Pennsylvania
native who still acutely misses her
Allegheny Mountains, noted that
Early Candlelight had a strange effect
on her: “It made me feel prouder and
more rooted living in Minnesota,
perhaps due to my better
understanding of the state’s history.”
Laurie’s husband Tom describes the book as “a
delightful romance” and appreciates Maud’s
meticulous research, “with many place names that
are very familiar to any Minnesota resident.”

1928:
Fort Snelling troops marched
in review Friday to honor,
for the first time, a woman
in private life. Mrs. Maud

Anne Layman Horn later reflected:

| grew up near the grassy banks of the
Minnesota River, went to college on Snelling
Avenue, and once had a steep daily commute
from the tall bluffs of the Mississippi into
downtown St. Paul. But | never knew much
about the importance of these names and
places to Minnesota history or their
relationship to each other until | read Early
Candlelight. This book gives such a vibrant
picture of the lost world of early Minnesota.
The next time | visit my home state, my first
stop will be Fort Snelling State Park!

The club believes that readers today will find Early
Candlelight just as interesting as readers in 1929.
Pam Grems has already recommended it to several
friends. As Laurie Drake concludes, “This book is
truly a hidden treasure!”



REMEMBERING KATHRYN HANSON

n March 13, Betsy-Tacy Society volunteer
O extraordinaire Kathryn Hanson passed

away at age 94. Kathryn was one of the
Betsy-Tacy Society’s founding members, and we
spotlighted her in the Fall 2020 Deep
Valley Sun. She was giving tours of
Betsy’s House as late as 2019 and gave
her last tour at the age of 92! Visitor
Joyce Loftus recalls, “She totally
brought the house to life for us and
seemed to glow as she told its stories.”

Kathryn Thompson married Vernon
Hanson in August 1949 and found her
forever home in Mankato, where she and Vern
raised their three children. Becoming a high school
teacher was her childhood ambition, and she
began teaching at Rapidan High in 1949, a career
that spanned four decades. Kathryn’s passion and
devotion to her profession are fondly remembered
by her students.

As president of the Mankato Branch of American
Association of University Women (AAUW),
Kathryn was instrumental in bringing “Betsy, Tacy,
and Tib” home to Deep Valley in October 1961.
Recalls former BTS President Candy Laven,

Arnold (Arnie) Duane
Lillo, age 83, passed away
peacefully at Mayo Clinic
in Rochester, Minnesota,
on Christmas Day, 2021.

In 2006, Ohio BTS
member Joyce First gifted

the BTS with an antique parlor stove. Piepho
Moving and Storage from Mankato generously
donated their services to transport the stove from
Ohio to Mankato, delivering it to Betsy’s House on
November 2. The stove was lovely but needed a lot
of work: It was rusted, the chrome was tarnished,
and, on further inspection, we saw the isinglass
was missing. Metals fabricator Arnie Lillo agreed to
restore the stove to its original condition.

In January 2009, the restored stove arrived at
Betsy’s House, and we placed it in the “cozy

REMEMBERING ARNIE LILLO
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“During a BTS event at the Houses, I told the

visitors that Kathryn had actually met Maud Hart

Lovelace. She was then mobbed with visitors
wanting to touch her!”

Kathryn was an active and influential
member of the community. In addition
to her work with the AAUW and BTS,
she served on the board of the Blue
Earth County Historical Society for
several years and was a member of the
Jaycees. She led tours at the Hubbard
House, volunteered at Goodwill, and
drove for Meals-on-Wheels. She was a
proud member of Bethlehem Lutheran Church
from 1950 until her death.

Recalls granddaughter Elizabeth Benforado
Tavasci, “She inspired countless things about me
and how I live my life, including my lifelong love of
Betsy-Tacy. She loved her time with the BTS and
was honored to be part of this special community.”

A paver honoring Kathryn’s volunteer work with
the BTS will be installed at Betsy’s House this
summer. What a memorable gift she was to all of
us. We will miss her.

corner.” The parlor instantly felt
warm again, as if the stove had
always been there for the Hart
family to gather 'round to warm
their hands and feet.

Arnie Lillo was a talented metal-

worker. In retirement, he opened
a metal shop on his 13-acre
hobby farm, distinguished by a
sprawling collection of yard art.
Among his most meaningful
creations was the 45-foot Eiffel
Tower he crafted for wife Janice,
who had cancer but was able to
see and enjoy it before she died.

Arnie helped the BTS preserve the historical
integrity of Betsy’s House, and we are so grateful
for his contribution.
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