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GUIDELINES FOR GUEST AUTHORS

Thank you for your interest in writing for the Betsy-Tacy Society. The following guidelines were
created to make the guest-author process as clear and seamless as possible. If you have
additional questions or want to pitch a story idea, please contact BTS Executive Director Jennifer
Davis-Kay, editor in chief of all BTS publications: Jennifer@betsy-tacysociety.org

Suggested length:

» For the Deep Valley Sun, we try to keep articles to one or two pages. A one-page article is
approximately 600 words, and a two-page article is double that. However, we do run
longer pieces on occasion. If your piece is longer, please query before making significant
cuts! You may be fine.

» Everything Pudding and The Social Room are four-page publications, so shorter is better;
please aim for articles no longer than a page.

» The Agony Column is an e-newsletter and space limitations are not an issue, but 600-
1,200 words is still a good rule of thumb.

Content: We are all reading the same books by Maud Hart Lovelace, and yet we each see such
different things in Maud’s rich and beautiful writing — because reading is more than blindly
absorbing the writer’s words. We bring our own experiences, knowledge, perceptions, etc. to
everything we read, and this shapes our understanding of and reactions to what is on every
page. In short: We are open to pretty much any opinion you'd like to express, no matter how
outside the box, if you can back it up with examples from Maud’s text. When in doubt, please

query.

Graphics: The BTS has exclusive permission from HarperCollins Publishers to use any BT
illustrations in our publications (as long as we include a permission statement), so feel free to
use or suggest specific illustrations. If you include images from elsewhere with your article, be
sure to (a) secure permission and (b) cite your source. Otherwise, the BTS may be in breach of
copyright.

Editing and revisions: Our goal is to produce the highest-quality publications possible. All
submissions are edited by our in-house team for consistency and clarity and to fit into the space
available, while respecting the author’s original work and voice to the best of our ability. If we
make significant revisions (and “significant,” admittedly, can be a judgment call), we will run the
final edited piece by you before publishing.
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Title: Every article will have a title. If you can’t think of one, we’ll add one for you. We may also
edit your suggested title for clarity or space reasons or to distinguish it from a similar-sounding
piece.

Author bio: Please include a note (one to four sentences) introducing yourself to our readers.
This may be as serious or lighthearted as you like. (See past issues for some examples - there are
links on our website.) You may also include a photo of yourself, though this is optional. As it will
be about the size of a postage stamp in the final publication, a head-and-shoulders shot, rather
than full-body, is ideal.

Original work: Your work should be your own. Please clearly cite any quoted material, and
please do your own writing without relying on Al.

Compensation and copyright: We cannot pay you for your work, but you will retain all rights
to it. We ask that you wait 30 days after publication before reposting your article elsewhere
(including in a blog or on social media). After that, it’s all yours!

Thank you again! We look forward to working with you.



