THE CociAL ROOM

The Betsy-Tacy Society YA Newsletter * June 2022

To the Great World! Betey’e Summer Traveling Tipe

by Grace Boughton

Betsy ate breakfast in her bunk, charmed with the discovery that there was

no salt in the butter and that hot milk was offered instead of cream. How ﬂ ” ﬂ‘_
Wols

continental! She lay down with the snowy blankets pulled up to her chin ot b o B o
and her head on two fat pillows and reflected with astonishment on last —

night’s despair. Travel was delightful. How could she have ever thought

otherwise?

—from Betsy and the Great World

he air changes, and the sunshine makes us

rush out to buy swimsuits and suitcases. The

trees are greener, and we sit in the shade
with lemonade and a copy of Heaven to Betsy. For
most of us, summer is the time to board the train or
airplane and set off for new places. Summer inspires
us to reflect and change, and Betsy did plenty of
that. Whether she was at the Beidwinkles, realizing
that she was in love, in Milwaukee with Tib, or
aboard the S.S. Columbic, Betsy traveled. But
ironically enough, as much as we (and Betsy) love to
change while we're away from home, we never really
change. In fact, we become even more like ourselves,
which is, of course, better.

But what to pack? In the flurry of buying tickets and
arranging cottage rentals (or in Betsy’s case,
arranging for the hack), we tend to forget what'’s
most important when traveling. Fortunately, Betsy, a
self-proclaimed expert in personal beauty and
traveling, has summer travel tips for us. Here’s a list
of what you must be sure to bring:

1. Letters from home (for homesickness)

Tib, Carney, Cab, and Effie . . . had marked their
letters “to be read when homesick” or “to be read
when seasick” or “to be read when you need
advice.”

—from Betsy and the Great World

2. Records, in case there’s a phonograph

3. The complete set of Betsy-Tacy books

4. A copy of Ladies’ Home Journal (or another ladies’
magazine) for the train

5. An umbrella or parasol to provide shade

6. A swimsuit, sun hat, and pair of sunglasses (pink

or red is most festive)

After tea she went to the upper deck to watch the
sunset. The western clouds were golden as the
sun sank, but afterward they changed to copper-
color and then to raspberry pink.

—from Betsy and the Great World
7. Walking shoes
8. A breezy red scarf for windy days
9. A camera

She had never seen a big city at night, or at any
other time for that matter . . . and she found it
breathlessly exhilarating . . . there were trolley
cars with glittering windows . . . the store
windows were full of beautiful things to buy.

—from Betsy in Spite of Herself
10. A travel diary to write about your adventures

1. A few formal accessories for parties and outings
to dinner

Here’s to a summer of delightful travel!

The BTS is thrilled to welcome this young author to our

Advisory Council! Learn more about Grace on page 4.
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THE BETSY-TACY PERSONALITY QUIZ—WHICH CHARACTER ARE YOU MOST LIKE?

Circle the answer that best applies to you. (Don’t cheat, now! Yes, we all think we know who we are, but wouldn’t you
rather know the truth?) See page 4 to interpret your score.

1. Time alone is best spent: 5. If my teacher assigned a classic novel to be read

A. reading improving literature or working in the over the summer:

garden
B....? What’s “time alone”?!
C. planning how to stir up some trouble
D. practicing your particular skill or talent
E. writing
F. doing needlework
G. getting ready for your date that night
H. making a new dress or cooking

2. I tell everything to:

A. no one—I keep it all inside

B. my best friend, mostly, but I'm not much of a
confider

C. everyone—I'm an open book

D. my sister

E. my best friend, my journal, or God

F. my sweetheart

G. oh, whichever boy I'm with, I guess

H. my best friend

3. Performing is:

A. more natural for me than bantering or joking
around with the kids

B. agonizing—though they say 'm good . . .

C. great, if it’s a funny skit—I like to make people
laugh

D. my calling! I drop everything else to do it

E. fun, though I'm no great shakes

F. fun with just a few friends—not onstage,
though

G. something that I love to watch other people do

H. fun, and I'm good at it, but it’s not serious

4. On the topic of strong emotion:

A. T hide it and pretend to be cheerful

B. I feel things quietly and deeply

C. I laugh it off!

D. I express it! (I'm very dramatic)

E. I can’t hide it on my face, though it’s hard to
express in words

F. 'm more practical than romantic

G. I'm fairly low-key

H. I'm a cool customer

A. oh, I'd read it—I'm an Honor student, after all!

B. I'd read it the week before it was due

C. I'd skip it and flunk—wouldn’t be the first
time!

D. I'd imagine myself playing the heroine

E. I'm likely to have already read it

F. I'd read it, of course

G. I would simply struggle with it

H. I'd read it in a timely fashion—I'm very
efficient
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6. The best words to describe me are:

A. serious and shy

B. understanding and intuitive
C. daring and mischievous

D. confident and dramatic

E. stubborn and romantic

F. frank and forthright

G. sweet and alluring

H. bold and competent

7. My favorite Deep Valley teacher:

A. (blushing) why, Mr. Wakeman, of course!
B. Miss Clarke

C. Stewie

D. Miss O’'Rourke

E. Miss Fowler

F. Miss Benbow

G. Mr. Gaston—I never thought he was so bad
H. Mrs. Poppy



8. As for grooming rituals and attention to fashion:
A. I'm usually one hairstyle behind fashion,
though I love good clothes
B. I scorn them all, won'’t follow fashion
C. I like bright colors—red, purple, yellow—and
comfortable clothes
D. I wish I were taller . . . !
E. I love all beauty aids, follow the latest
fashions—I yearn for beauty!
F. No powder and such for me! Soap, water,
starch, ironing—that’s it
G. I like my hair and skin to be extra soft
H. I love beauty aids, but I like to create my own
style
9. On the topic of boys:
A. I'm carrying a torch for someone who doesn’t
think of me that way
B. What'’s the big deal?
C.Ilead a mad, merry train of ’em!
D. I prefer one devoted swain
E. They think of me as a friend, sigh . . .
F. When I love someone, I love someone
G. People describe me as a siren—so silly!
H. I like boys, but I have a cool, dependable heart
10. When faced with a problem, I:
A. “muster my wits, stand in my own defense”—I
find courage and go on
B. try to do the best I can and move on, or
distract myself by helping someone else
C. try to manipulate the situation to get what I
want
D. confide in my sister, or come home to my
family
E. go for a walk, pray, or write about it
F. deal with it directly—I hate having things hang
over my head

“Wait,” you may be saying — “isn't our newsletter usually an
e-blast?” Why, yes! But I'm not sure it's reaching all of you —
the average “open” rate is only 50%. A print issue is more
expensive and, conversely, can hold less content — but |
know for sure that it got into your hands.

You tell me: Would you rather receive a shorter print

newsletter or a longer e-newsletter — or is there another
option that I'm not thinking of? Email me your thoughts
(e-blast@betsy-tacysociety.org) or take the survey (at
www.surveymonkey.com/r/9KR2BBJ, or you can use
this QR code). | can't wait to hear from youl!

—Editor Jen

G. seek advice from friends
H. turn to my best friend for comfort
1. The accomplishment most likely to be mine is:
A. being a star debater
B. being the first of my group to get married
C. wangling a pony out of my father
D. becoming an opera star
E. winning the Essay Contest
F. being accepted to an Ivy League school
G. attracting men simply by existing
H. getting the most popular boy in school to join
my team
12. When I grow up, [ want to marry:
A. Jed Wakeman
B. Mr. Kerr
C. Dennie Farisy
D. someone [ meet in the Great World
E. Joe Willard
F. Sam Hutchinson
G. a doctor
H. Jack Dunhill

WHY NOT VisIT DEEP VALLEY THIS SUMMER?

As the BTS prepares to reopen the Betsy and Tacy
Houses (see our website for the latest on this), think

about all the fun you might have in Deep Valley:

Grab a map of BT sites at Tacy’s House, and

explore Betsy’s neighborhood

= Take a photo on the Betsy-Tacy bench

" Visit Betsy’s Carnegie Library (now an art center)

® Check out the MHL mural, original Lenski
illustrations, and glass pitcher at the library.

= Hike the Big Hill or Emily’s Slough

= Pay your respects to the Crowd members buried

in Glenwood Cemetery



GRACE BOUGHTON is the newest member of the BTS
Advisory Council and an active newsletter contributor. Says
Grace: “Nine years ago, | entered the hallowed gates that
Emily Dickinson, Charlotte Bronte, and Maud Hart Lovelace
have walked through: the gate that beckons writers on. They
walked sedately, as their times dictated, but in freedom | ran.
Of course, given the fact that | was seven, it took several years
for a real story to emerge out of my bursting notebooks. But it
wasn't long before | discovered Betsy-Tacy, and at once it was
as though my town became Deep Valley. Those 10 books led
me not only as a female but as a writer. Now | double as the
BTS YA Representative and Newsletter Contributor (joy of
joys!), and at 16 I'm giddy to say that I've written several
manuscripts and am itching to begin my career. Besides

piecing stories together, | also love fashion design, gardening,

and Harry Potter. The BTS has given me friendships, a Yoda-
like mentor (I'm looking at you, Jennifer!), and a community
that is monumental.”

Note: Grace has created a Betsy-Tacy fan page on Instagram

( ). Check it out!
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Personality Quiz Scoring: Count the letters

you circled. Which do you have the most of?

A: You are EMILY! Dignified and shy, fun-loving and
resourceful—your courage is an inspiration.

B: You are TACY! Generous, loving, and tender-
hearted, you are the best friend anyone could ask for.
C: You are WINONA! Debonair, mischievous, and full
of the D, you're the life of any party, and you delight
others with your energy and irrepressible wit.

D: You are JULIA! Glamorous, dramatic, and talented,
you were destined to be a star.

E: You are BETSY! Romantic, optimistic, and a friend
to all, you light up any room and make others feel
good just being near you.

F:You are CARNEY! Frank, forthright, and good-
humored, you are exceptionally popular with boys and
girls.

G: You are IRMA! Sweet, comely, and alluring, you are
never without a line of beaux-in-waiting.

H: You are TIB! Competent, daring, and perfectly
adorable, you live the adventures that others only
dream of.
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