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and may be varied as to form and color as for
candy. Or an egg-white may be reserved from
the dough as suggested and the hot fondant
poured over it, making a boiled frosting.

A simpler frosting is made by lightly beating
the egg-white and then beating into it about one
cupful of powdered or confectioner’s sugar and a
teaspoonful of lemon juice. This should be stiff
enough to hold its shape when spread on the
bottom of a cake, and will dry off in a short time.

Or without even the egg-white the fine sugar
may be stirred into orange juice or strong coffee
until stiff enough to spread, or the sugar may be
blended with cocoa and moistened with hot
water. :

Two thin cookies may be put back to back
with a thin layer of any frosting between, as
shown on the left of the picture above.

The horses, lions, cats and birds are made
from a part of the dough flavored with caraway
seeds, rolled thin and shaped with tin cutters.
These may be cut out by paper patterns laid on
the dough if shaped cutters are not obtainable.
Some plain round cookies have stars and hearts

cut from their centers. These might be placed
on top of a plain cooky spread with bright-
colored jelly or frosting which would show in the
opening in the center of the top.

THE peanut cakes have chopped nuts in the
dough and half nuts placed on top to indicate
their nature. Some other nut cakes are shown,
where, after spreading with a soft frosting, the
surface is sprinkled with chopped nuts.

A long, narrow cake is covered with frost-
ing, candied cherries arranged on it, and the
edges bordered with bright-green pistachio-nuts
chopped fine. Others with white and chocolate
frosting have a rim of sugared caraway seeds.
Almonds, walnuts and pine-nuts also are used
for garnishing, and candied rose leaves or violets
might serve the same purpose.

The names against the background of choco-
late frosting are readily arranged by picking
out the right letters from a package of the
alphabets used in soup.

Reprinted from the Ladies’ Home Journal December 1909

When December arrives, Betsy finds that the current issue of “the Ladies’ Home Journal
had an impressive page entitled ‘Twenty Christmas Cookies from One Batter.” Betsy showed it
to Anna who sniffed. “Ja, and Tl bet they all taste alike.” (Betsy and Joe p. 127.) Maud either
had kept among her memorabilia an issue of the December 1909 Ladies’ Home Journal or had
looked through one at a library while doing background work for Betsy and Joe. There is, in that
particular issue, an article by Anna Burrows entitled “Twenty Christmas Cakes from One
Batter.” The change from cakes to cookies was logical, since cookies were a Crowd staple, and
what Anna Barrows called “cakes” or “cakelets” were actually cookies anyway! (Taken from
The Betsy-Tacy Companion by Sharla Scannell Whalen p. 279-280.)
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Peggy Kirch, grandaughter of Bick/Tacy, shared this copy of the 1972 holiday note sent to her
m

other, Jane Kirch, daughter-in-law of Bick/Tacy.

s—

T'm still in thebLand of the Living although I know to doubt it. My eyes

trouble me, and to save them for the book I'm writing, T've almost stopped correspondence. 1 miss it,
though, 1realize that some of you don’t even know I live in the Mt. San Antonio Gardens. It’s a beautiful
place with flowering trees and gardens. My cottage is on a hill and the window beside which 1 pound my

typewriter has a fine view of the mountains while my patio looks down a green slope with tall trees and
more cottages. I have a kitchenette...Delossy would have enjoyed it when he felt like making a strawberry
shortcake....but I usually go down to ineals in the big dining room, in the main building. Surrounding
buildings accommodate many of our residents. Ages 62 to 100.

The meals are social occasions and I love the talk. There are devoted family people who talk about

their children and grandchildren. Others lived for years in the Orient; a number of Y.W. people did that an
are so interesting. Some have been world travelers over the years, and other younger people go so much the
it’s hard to remember whether they are leaving or arriving.

The main building has an auditorium for lectures, music and movies. We have a medical unit, a beaut

parlor, a little shop, a game room, an art room and a fine library...at last count 16 librarians! There are
groups who like to play cards, review books, listen to poetry, do lapidary work...I don’t go in for any such

things because I am writing, but late afternoons and evenings are free for friends, parties or peaceful
nothing at all.

Remember too that Claremont has six colleges! If you want to go on with your French or take a histor;

course you missed in your youth, that can usually be arranged. You can hear superb concerts, and Honnol
Library is one of the finest.

Merian and Bert have an apartment in New York and a house at Fire Island where they spend summ

vacations and weekends. They enjoy California too. Merian gets out once or twice a year and enjoys the

1 and my friends who are soon hers. Tt is a joy to have her.
1 don’t travel any great distance anymore but 1 am content. Ilove my work and have such happy

memories, in many of which you are included. Do forgive me for not writing as often as 1 should. Have a
blessed Christmas and a wonderful New Year. :

pear jane, | don't think You are anywhere near the world’s wol
writer. Considering how busy You are, | think yow are
wonderful to find time to send me a Christmas note. Peg9y
is very good about sending me the family news; | appreciate
<o much and | wished Bickie could be here to hear about Bets!
marvelous grades in graduating from high schooll tcaw
{magine how proud you were of her. My loveto each and eve
one of You as You 9o into the new year. Maud.
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