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Lately everyone seems t0 be reading the Harry Potter
books. What does author Joanne K. Rowling read when
she’s not writing about Harry? In an interview with
amazon.com, Rowling reported that her two favorite
authors are Jane Austen and Roddy Doyle (author of
The Commitments who recently published a new novel,
A Star Called Henry). Her favorite childhood books were
The Little White Horse by Elizabeth Goudge, Manxmouse
by Paul Gallico, and Grimgl; 2}7 Clement Freud.

T've been enjoying a host of biographies that I could
recommend— topping the list is Amanda Vaill's Everyone
Was So Young. Gerald and Sara Murphy, a Lost Generation
Love Story (friends of the artists and writers of the “Lost
Ceneration” and interesting people in their own right). In
the same arena, Eleanor Lanahan’s (granddaughter of F.
Scott Fitzgerald) honest biography of her mother, Scottie,
The Daughter of, Jeffrey Meyers’s Scott Fitzgerald, and
Fitzgerald and Hemingway by Matthew Bruccoli all expand
the extended Fitzgerald legend and flesh out the era.

Continuing with the writer biographies, 1 enjoyed the
Lyle Leverich book Tom: The Unknown Tennessee Williams,
Victoria Glendinning’s wonderfully enlightening Anthony
Trollope, A Ring of Conspirators: Henry James and His
Literary Circle, 1895-1915 by Miranda Seymour (this was
fascinating!) along with The Jameses: A Family Narrative by
R W.B. Lewis (long but absorbing). Of course I have to
conclude with Claire Tomalin’s Jane Austen, which I'm sure
many BTS members have already read.

Now I think it’s time to settle down with a good Trollope

or Emily of Deep Valley or Pym or Moss Gardening by

George Schenk.

Kendra Daniel
Park Ridge, New Jersey
o

Right at this moment I am reading the delightfully
funny The Trolls, by Polly Horvath. Other books I've read
recently that fall into the delightful and funny categories
(even though some of them also touch on tragedy) are 26
Fairmount Avenue by Tomie De Paola;, Bud, Not Buddy by
Christopher Paul Curtis, and Our Only May Amelia by
Jennifer Holm.

Carla Kozak
San Francisco, California

+*++d

Tender at the Bone—food editor Ruth Reichl's memoir of
growing up with a manic-depressive mother (the Queen of
Mold) in a household focused on food.

Bridget Jones's Diary—proof that I'm now old enough to

be beyond the self-focused dating stage of my life, thank
goodness.

Best Short Stories of the 20th Century—must-have for
the household library featuring the who's who of this
century's writers, along with many lLittle-known folks. An
interesting retrospective on the development of short stor
style from 1915 to the present.

Ariel by Sylvia Plath coupled with Birthday Letters by
Ted Hughes—the "he said, she said" of poetry. Was Sylvi
destined to commit suicide or did Ted drive her to it?

Lani Jordan
St. Paul, Minnesota
e

1 just finished Harry Potter and the Chamber of Secret:
and I think I enjoyed it more than the first HP. 1 have
third but am trying to space them out with other reads.

I also just finished reading Outlander by Diana
Gabaldon. I enjoyed it even though the meeting betwee
Claire and Nessy seemed a bit far-fetched to me. 1 have
next three books in that series on loan
from a friend.

I've also been reading, at the same time as the above
Fanny Burney's Camilla for a discussion on the Janeites
list [e-mail group for Jane Austen readers]. Fanny is wa
too long winded for me, with chapters
that don't move the story along at all. 1 definitely prefe
HP or, from that time period, Jane Austen.

1 enjoy the whole Betsy-Tacy Society newsletter, bu
especially what everyone is reading.

Sallie Knowles
Elko, Nevada
Lod

What am I reading? Magazines! ITama magazine
junkie. If I had the time and the money, I would probe
subscribe to hundreds of magazines. I've recently
discovered More by the publishers of Ladies’ Home Jou
It is aimed at the more mature (but not OLD by any me
woman and is excellent!

On vacation this year, I read Tender at the Bone by
Ruth Reichl. Ms. Reichl was recently named Editor-ir
Chief of Gourmet magazine after many years as a food
writer and restaurant critic. In her first Letter from t
Editor, she says that her 80-year-old mother recently
confessed to being a magazine addict. Boy, could I rel:
don't steal my magazines from doctor's offices and beau
parlors, however. Perhaps there is hope for me yet! ]
first chapter of her book made me laugh out loud. Lov
that!

1 also picked up a book by a local Maine author, V:
Reid. Cordelia Underwood, set in Portland, Maine, is
charming, old-fashioned romp through Victorian New
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Whew yowre not reading Betlsy-Tacy?

by Lawrie Amster-Burton

England. A good read.
Bon Appetit, Saveur, and Sunset await me!

Arline Mues
Walnut, California
L 0 ]

My latest reading consists of The Discipline Book and
The Birth Book, both by Dr. William and Martha Sears.
Can you tell I'm a mom? And expecting a baby?

Ann Wallace
Redmond, Washington
b

I have an eight-year-old sister and she has been on a
reading marathon ever since she learned to read! After the
Betsy-Tacy books she read the first four Little House books
and loved them (of course!!). Her other
two favorite series (right now) are the All-of-a-Kind Family
books by Sydney Taylor and the Betsy and Eddie books by
Carolyn Haywood. All these books were written before the
1980s but I think it's important for kids to read about
children who lived in other time periods in history, when
kids could have fun without the TV and computer!

I just finished reading One Stayed at Welcome by Maud
and Delos Lovelace. I wonder how many Betsy fans have
ever read her historical novels. I think this one is my
favorite! I love the way they shared the writing in this
book. Parts of the book sound so much like Joe/Delos and
others just like Betsy/Maud!

Christy Brizendine
Bonney Lake, WA
>4 .

I love reading Nancy Mitford. I think Pursuit of Love is
her best work. A new reader might like to try The Blessing,
or Don't Tell Alfred, although these two seem more dated
(in my opinion) than Pursuit of Love.

Highland Fling, Christmas Pudding, and Pigeon Pie read
almost like parodies of herself, but if you enjoy that type of
writing (as I do) they are delightful. Mitford also wrote
several biographies, and I think the best one is The Sun
King.

Her sister Jessica Mitford wrote an autobiography, Hons
and Rebels, which is a fantastic look at the Mitford family.
It's intriguing reading.

Elizabeth Kuzina
Brooklyn, New York
o

I'm a getting a bad habit of reading several books at the
same time—I'm going to have to stop that! My neighbor
loaned me her copy of A Girl of the Limberlost by Gene

Stratton Porter and now I have my own copy, as well as
Freckles. More good books: Miss Cranston’s Omnibus by
Anna Blair, Full Tilt by Dervlia Murphy (she travels from
Ireland to India with her bicycle), and Stillmeadow Sampler
by Gladys Taber.

After returning home from a trip to France this summer
I read A Year in Provence by Peter Mayle and other books
on travel. I can recommend We Band of Angels by Elizabeth
M. Norman—WWII nurses captured by the Japanese.

I recommend the book Once Upon a Heroine: 150 Books
for Girls to Love by Alison Cooper-Mullin and Jennifer
Coye. It is a collection of recommended children’s books,
including Betsy-Tacy.

My most recent favorites were the books by the Delaney
sisters, starting with Having Qur Say.

Wishing you happy hours of reading,

Barbara Himmelberger
Phoenix, Arizona
L o

One of the reasons I loved the Betsy-Tacy books so much
was the sense of peace, comfort, and small-town tranquility
which I felt in them. Books which frighten me and hold in
clammy suspense are not my cup of tea. That is why I
would like to recommend a series of books by Miss Read.
Miss Read is a pseudonym for Dora Saint, an English writer
who has produced a series of books about life in the small
country villages of Fairacre and Thrush Green. The same
sense of serenity which I first encountered in Betsy-Tacy
envelopes me when I read the work of Miss Read. I call the
literary tranquilizers.

Some of the titles are Village School, Village Diary,
Winter in Thrush Green, and Chronicles of Fairacre.

Sara Jane Berman
East Williston, New York
L and

Share your latest reading! Send submissions for
“What Are You Reading When You're Not Reading
Betsy-Tacy?” to Laurie Amster-Burton, 711 Tenth Ave E
#4, Seattle WA 98102-4663, laurie@drizzle.com
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