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Duetto Buffo di due Gatti

The Cats’ Duet commemorates an actual event which occurred in Padua. Rossini relates how he had
imitate the sounds of a cat every morning at three outside his mistress’ house, so that she could recognize him ar
let him in. He explains how difficult it was for him, as a trained musician, to give a convincing unmusic
performance. The work must have been a great success at his famous Saturday evening parties, which were
feature of Parisian social and artistic life at that time.

After William Tell, the last of his forty operas, was completed in 1829, Rossini abandoned the compositic
of large scale works, with a few exceptions. Instead he turned to writing many amusing, lighthearted piece
among them this duet. These charming miniatures were written with great skill and care, and they deserve to |
more widely known, although Rossini himself tended to dismiss them as “sins of his old age.”

In the vocal parts the first half of bar 34 may be sung as a dotted crotchet, if preferred. The last chord
the piece is sometimes omitted to advantage. Metronome and dynamic markings are editorial suggestions onl

The text has been retained in the original “language.” May the best performer win!

Robin de Smet
editor of the Comic Duet for Two Cats
Taken from the sheet music of Duetto Buffo di due Gatti

New Limited Edition print series by artist, Marian Anderson

+q Tine Remembered” - The Schmidt House is the first in a series of three Mankato Historic Homes. this
beautiful fiome was Fuilt in 1923 on a kil overlooking South Front Street in Mankato. Thie Schmidt house was
once listed on the National Register of Historic Places, but was torn down in 1988. 1 an effort to bring
awareness t0 Ristoric preseroation, Marian will be sharing a portion of the proceeds of this print series with the
Blue Earth Dounty Historical Society and YWCA of Mankato. Each print is numbered and autographied by the
artist and includes a history of the fome and the women of the fouse.

For more information, contact Marian Anderson Gallery, Rt. 1 box 229, Mankato, MN 56001
507-388-1793 or e-matl <marian@mariananderson.com>.

Orders Now Being Taken for a
Reprint of the Blue Farth County Heritage book,

“The Heritage of Blue Tarth County Winnesota® was originally published in 1990 and quicKly sold out. Due to
strong interest and request for this booK, a reprint is being considered. The book contains the history of Blue
Earth County, it’s towns and villages, transportation, communication, agrz’cu[ture, etc. as well as hundreds of
pﬁotograpﬁs, illustrations and maps. Also featurezf are more than 750 fami[y histories, from biograpfies of old

settlers to current famz[tes

For more information contact Julie Schrader, 205 Ledlie Lane, ManKato, MN, 56001;
507-625-8056 or e-mail <jscﬁrmfe@mctatet.net>.
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Plans are in the works...
For an informal summer 2000 get-together

We are planning a bus tour of Deep Valley and its surroundings for Saturday, July 15, 2000. Tenative tour sites
include “Butternut Center,” Minneopa Falls, Rapidan Dam, and Deep Valley Betsy-Tacy landmarks. The tour will
be approximately 5 hours with a lunch break. Space is limited, however, we do need a minimum count to reserve
the bus. To receive further information on cost and details send a self-addressed stamped envelope to The Betsy-
Tacy Society, ¢/o BECHS, 415 Cherry St., Mankato, MN 56001-3741, before June 1, 2000.

Own a piece of Mankato history! Chronicles of a Century

Chronicles of a Century is a 120-page hard cover, coffee table book that brings to life the last 100 years in the Mankato
area. Compiled from the Free Press archives, a portion of the proceeds from each sale benefits the Blue Earth and

Nicollet County Historical Societies.

L) Yes! Send me — copies of Chronicles of ¢ Century at just $20 each (includes $4.00 shipping and
handling). Please make checks payable to The Free Press. VISA, MasterCard and Discover accepted.
Please mail order form and payment to: Chronicles, The Free Press, P.O. Box 3287, Mankato, MN 56002
or order online at <www.mankatofreepress.com>. This form may be photocopied.

[J Check enclosed O sin my credit card: __ VISA __ MC _ DSC

Name

Card # Expiration Date

Signature

Address

City State Zip

THE FREE PRESS
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Corrections from Journal #27
#The caption under this picture
from page 12 was incorrect.

Ay “

by

¥

Courtesy Jean Babcock Lander

It should read: Grace Lloyd, Frank
and Loretta Babcock, Delos
Lovelace; (seated) Jab Lloyd and
Maud Lovelace, at the Babcock’s
cottage, Madison Lake; August,
1953.

*Sealed Bid Auction on page 33,
starting at the end of line 16, should
read ..and listed as #21D in
Edmund Dulac - His Book
Tllustrations by Ann Hughey.

*QOn page 48, credit for the
“Reading in the Library” scene
should have been given to the Aunt
of Barb Streed’s Husband, Helen
Maaske.

*A clarification from Larry Lloyd.
The article on page 14 was from
“The High News.” This was the
name of the Mankato High School
student published paper. In doing
research for his high school reunion,
Larry discovered that The High
News is no longer published. He
knows it still existed in 1969 but
has no idea when publication
ceased.

Betsy-Tacy in Cyberspace

The Cyberspace Crowd
If you have access to email you may want to join the Maud-L
listserv, where a wide range of subjects, Betsy-Tacy related

and not, are discussed! To subscribe, send an email to:
Listman@mtsac.edu

A subject heading is not required, but if your Internet service
won’t process your message without one, enter anything you
like. Type this in the message space: Subscribe Maud-L

Make sure the L in Maud-L is capitalized, and don’t put
anything else in the body of the message (if you have a
automated signature take it out before sending the email).

You will receive a confirming message shortly, which will
provide all the information you need about reading and
posting messages, as well as a list of other commands

supported by the service.

If you have difficulty joining the listserv, you may email the
list moderator, Arline Mues at Amues@mtsac.edu and she
can assist you. Arline arranged for her employer to host
Maud-L at no charge to list members - many thanks are due
her for her tireless support of the list!

The Betsy-Tacy Society Homepages
You can now find Betsy-Tacy on the Internet in two locations!

Betsy-Tacy Society member Nava Cohen has created a
comprehensive homepage for all things B-T at:
http://www.geocities.com/Paris/Lights/4859

Nava is still working on all the links and some information
needs updating, so you may find that not every page is
available yet, but there’s plenty of great content already
online. Many thanks to Nava for her efforts!

The Betsy-Tacy Society now has its own homepage! It
compliments Nava’s more extensive page, and is definitely a
work-in:progress. In the coming months, we will have articles
from previous Betsy-Tacy Journals online, thanks in large
part to member Jen Davis-Kay, who sorted through back
issues to pick out many favorites. Right now you can find
background and membership information, including a
membership form you can print out when renewing, at:
http://www.Betsy-TacySociety.org

You can send questions about your membership status to
Michele Blake at

Membership@Betsy—TacySociety.org
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