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Ves, Siree, BOB!
BY KATRINE PoE
Tony or Joe? house rather than

The debate over
which of these two
model young men
one might prefer is
a recurring topic of
discussion among
fans of Betsy-Tacy.
On occasion, a few
other suitors are
tossed in for pe-
rusal, such as the
amiable Cab, the
suave Marco, or the
hubba hubba
Herbert
Humphreys, but

perhaps because I
did not read BT
until adulthood, I
find these pros-
pects a little too young for my matronly tastes. For
me, the real man, the true catch of Deep Valley, is
none other than Mr. Bob Ray.

Mr. Ray?! In the series, Mr. Ray functions
solidly in the parental realm, of course, but a closer
look at his appearances in the text reveal a man well
worth a second look.

From the very beginning, Mr. Ray is depicted as
one who “loves to joke,” and his sense of humor is
prevalent throughout, particularly in the high
school books. Yet his sense of humor is always
directed toward the enjoyment of his family, such as
in the custom of joke presents in Christmas stock-
ings, and is never mean-spirited. Even as he plagues
Betsy about “love’s young dream,” we know that this
is a father who loves his daughter.

He particularly loves a joke on himself, as is
seen in the story of the brass bowl in Heaven to

Betsy. After refusing to buy Mrs. Ray a gift for the

for herself, Mr. Ray
finally breaks down
and attempts to
purchase the brass
bowl in Dodd and
Storer’s window.
When he discovers
that it has been
sold to “an out-of-
town customer,” he
breaks the news to
his daughters and
Anna.

“Oh, my poor
lovey!” said Anna.
“No brass bowl!”
She slammed the
door.

“Mr.
McCloskey,” Mr.
Ray said ruefully, “would have bought it in time.”

Later, when it is learned that Mrs. Ray was the
“out-of-town customer,” Mr. Ray enjoys the joke
more than anyone else.

Bob Ray is a secure man, particularly in terms
of faith and family. He is not easily threatened,
even when presented with the shocking news that
his two oldest daughters no longer wish to share his
faith. Given the time frame in which the story is
set, such a revelation could have been handled with
condemnation and a bending of the gitls to their
father’s will. Instead, he listens to their proposal
and, knowing that they have, as per his example,
thought things out beforehand for themselves,
gently guides them through the making of this
momentous decision, proud that they have “given
some thought to religion.” He does not take over
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Yes Siree, continued from page 25

their thinking for them, but rather presents infor-

mation needed for them to go forward on their own.

“It isn’t enough to go to church, and to support
the church. The most important part of religion
isn’t in any church. It’s down in your own heart.
Religion is in your thoughts, and in the way you act
from day to day, in the way you treat other people.
It's honesty, and unselfishness, and kindness. Espe-
cially kindness.’

There is no doubt that Bob Ray not only be-
lieved these words, but lived them as well. His
unselfishness is without bounds; if you read care-
fully, you can see that Mr. Ray directs his actions
toward the happiness of his wife and daughters, and
the fulfillment of their wishes. In an era when
many men would be loath to allow their daughters
to leave home before marriage, even for college, the
Ray girls are encouraged to go, see, and experience
the world beyond Deep Valley. He trusts his
daughters to do what is right, and is secure enough
to let them go. It is not that he does not worry
about them, or neglects to make arrangements for
their protection (such as the chaperonage of the
Wilsons in Betsy and the Great World), but rather
that, after making the initial arrangements for their
safety, he allows his litcle birds to try their wings on
their own.

Bob Ray is also a hopeless romantic. What
other man would insist on buying his wife some-
thing for herself and not the house for Christmas?
What kind of man remembers, relishes, treasures,
and even re-enacts the celebration of his wedding
anniversary? I have never met a man in my entire
life who displayed such zeal for romance past the
courting stage, and Bob Ray keeps that courting
mode (in which he wrote letters to Mrs. Ray that
she kept and wept over many times) going far past
the twenty year mark and, by all appearances,
beyond.

The power of “snoggestion” is also one of Mr.
Ray’s strong points, tied as it is to this attitude of
unselfishness. His hopefulness in the face of
disappointment, his willingness to see things
differently to bring about a happier conclusion,
makes for much harmony in the household. And
yet his"snoggestions" are not just off-the-cuff ideas,

but rather well-thought-out plans based on his
knowledge of and love for his family. They are also
an indication of his willingness to admit when heis
wrong, such as in the case of Julia at the U. While
he initially believed that she would better “use her
voice for lullabies,” once he realized that Julia’s
ambition to be an opera singer was deep and true,
he willingly gave in and worked to make a plan that
would help his daughter to realize her goals (even
to the point of letting her join the Epsilon lotas if
she wished).

Mr. Ray clearly did not parent independently,
but rather in conjunction with Mrs. Ray. Discus-
sions between the two of them are referred to
frequently, and we know that they work together to
negotiate the best outcome for their children. They
admit difficulties in parenting, and are willing to
adjust to the changing times and ages of their
daughters, yet always in harmony.

I like to think that, as he matured, Joe Willard
became more like Mr. Ray. It is evident that Joe
admires Mr. Ray unabashedly, and the feeling is
certainly mutual. As Joe Willard describes him in
Betsy and Joe, we see a portrait of a great example of
a wonderful human being:

“I think your father is the finest person I ever
met in my life,” Joe said one night. “He has the
finest character and philosophy, he is the happiest.
I've been trying to decide what makes him so happy.
I believe it’s because he never thinks of himself. He
is always thinking about doing something for
somebody else...you or Margaret or your
mother...or Anna or the shoemaker who works for
him or some poor widow across the slough with a
house full of kids.”

With all this—a good sense of humor, unself-
ishness, a secure sense of self, a heart full of ro-
mance, a willingness to admit when he is wrong, the
power of "snoggestion"—plus breakfast in bed, what
more could a woman ask for? While others fight
over and search for modern counterparts of Joe,
Tony, et al, I will be looking for the big-nosed,

portly, benevolent dreamboat named Mr. Robert

Ray. N0

Katrine Poe (the “other” Poe) lives in Chicago where
she is working on her Ph.D. in English Literature.
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