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A Book Review by Virginia Wilhelm

Until recently, I Capture the Castle, Dodie
Smith’s 1948 novel, was a hot item at used book
stores and among out-of-print book searchers. I
was unable to find a circulating copy among the
eighty-two branches of the New York Public
Library system. Now, St. Martin's Press has
done us all a favor and reissued this endearing
book in America. I hasten to add, it has never
been out of print in England. If you've already
read the book, you can now own 2 beautiful
hardback edition, and if you haven't read it, you
are in for a rare treat.

Dodie Smith’s real claim to fame rests with
her 1956 children’s book The One Hundred and
One Dalmatians, which Walt Disney made in-
stantly recognizable around the world. And,
although she enjoyed great success as 2 playwrite
in London’s West End during the 1930s, I
Capture the Castle is clearly her masterpiece.
Ironically, this prime example of English literary
charm was written entirely in California at a
desk in front of windows looking out on the
Pacific Ocean. Miss Smith tells her story of an
eccentric family living in a house built on the
ruins of a castle through thejournals of seven-
teen»yearfold Cassandra Mortmain. In the best
Jane Austen tradition, two wealthy young broth-
ers arrive on the scene and rapidly involve
Cassandra and her older sistet, Rose, in adven-
tures ranging from the comic to the romantic.
The girls’ father, a blocked writer; his second
wife, the exotic Topaz; the young son of the
family; and Cassandra’s local swain all get caught
up in antics stretching from the castle to Lon-
don and back.

When the novel was first published, the New
York Times reviewer wrote that “Miss Smith has
achieved a remarkable success in presenting her

-v through kind-hearted, poetry—writing,

adolescent Cassandra. She is a lovable character and
one who will have you returning to the book again
and again. Butas Tony Tanner wrote in his book
about Jane Austen, “Conclusion—and novels must
end—is not finality”” Miss Smith leaves enough
mystery about Cassandra’s future to keep us guessing
Shortly before her ninety-first birthday, Dodie Smitl
told an interviewer, “Of all my books and plays, I
think I like Castle the best. I wrote myself into
Cassandra.”

Virginia Wilbelm lives in New York, NY.

Coﬁrtesty Arline 1

Maureen Thomas plays with Patrick Grieve, son of Laura G
at a recent Southern California Chapter meeting. Patrick’s two
older sisters, Caitlin and Susannah, both Betsy-Tacy fans, ofter
their mother at Chapter meetings also. The children seem to b
as much fun as the rest of the group!
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The Next genemtion

Emma Queener, 11, of Elk, WA is
shown here as she read Betsy In
Spite of Herself for the first time.
Thanks to Society member Alice

Stern, she now owns the entire set.
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j’eBruar)f 20, 1978: Maud Hart Lovelice at ber residence i
visit from Betsy-Tacy Society member Marti Paskal and ber daughters ( pictured): “Dana, 10,

“and Paige, 7.

n (laremont, Ca[tfornia, c{uring a

Tue Bersy — Tacy SocieTy

c/o Tue Herrtace CENTER

Brue EarTH CounTy HisTORICAL SOCIETY
415 CHERRY STREET

Mankato, MN 56001-3741
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Jennifer Davis-Kay
14 Peck Avenue
Ariington, MA 02474
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